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Though a BA thesis, this work is comparable to our best MA theses, from which it differs 
only by a smaller range of the discussed material. In the depth and complexity of theoretical 
analysis it can be said to surpass many PhD theses and, indeed, most critical analyses of 
McCarthy’s major novel. 
 The novelty of the approach (quite unexpected and not even required in the case of BA 
theses) consists in a persuasive and well-reflected use of Deleuze’s philosophy, especially his 
reading of Nietzsche and Melville, and his discussion of time and games in The Logic of 
Sense. All these theoretical sources are relevant for understanding and interpreting one of the 
protagonists of the novel – Judge Holden – because of the Nietzschean bias of his thought and 
action. Also, the affinities between McCarthy’s novel and Moby Dick have not been noticed 
by many interpreters of Blood Meridian. 
 Another important feature of the novel’s interpretation linking the novel with Moby 
Dick is its focus on the traditional, and in many respects still prevailing, interpretation of the 
telos of US history (as the Manifest Destiny and various modifications of this doctrine). In 
contrast to Melville, whose critique of the US political ideology still bears some features of 
late Romanticism and its irony, McCarthy’s interpretation of the conquest of the American 
West reveals typical present-day features, mainly the excesses of violence and war, which - 
connected as they are with the distortion of Nietzsche’s philosophy – bear uncanny 
resemblance to the Nazi cult of power, force and warfare.  
 It is difficult to find any shortcomings in this thesis, apart from occasional typos. 
Questions, which it raises, are manifold: I will attempt to pose a few, which can be discussed 
during the defence: 

1. The thesis is focused on the telos of the US history, representing, in the traditional 
manner, modern human history in general. How does the novel relate to the post-
modern ideas of the end of history as a grand récit (Lyotard) and how does it 
transcend this approach? 

2. The interpretation would need some historical contextualization (for an interesting 
attempt see, e.g., Gray Brechin, Imperial San Francisco, 1999). Why do you think 
McCarthy treats the history of the nineteenth-century US – Mexican relations as 
disjointed fragments, not even chronologically ordered? 

3. The question of the telos of history is inevitably linked to those concerning the end of 
history, especially the Apocalypse as the Last Judgement and the Revelation. How is 
McCarthy’s novel related to the US nineteenth-century apocalypticism and its recent 
modifications? 

4. Other books by Deleuze, especially his theory of signs, should be considered, in order 
to amplify the effects of the chosen approach. Do you think Blood Meridian could be 
considered as a work, where the major aspect is not the meaning but its “use,” as 
Deleuze wrote about Proust’s A la recherche ? 

 
The thesis markedly exceeds the requirements for the BA theses and does not have an 

antecedent in our department. I propose to grade it “výborně”. 
 
 
 
 
Prague, 29 August 2014    prof. PhDr. Martin Procházka, CSc. 


