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1. OBSAH A CÍL PRÁCE (stručná informace o práci, formulace cíle): The aim of this work is to present the true 
reasons for the United States invasion of Grenada. The main focus will be to refute the assertion that Reagan was 
attempting to establish a democratic regime. A secondary goal is to  shed light on aspects unaddressed in 
previous works.  
 
 
2. VĚCNÉ ZPRACOVÁNÍ (náročnost, tvůrčí přístup, argumentace, logická struktura, teoretické a 

metodologické ukotvení, práce s prameny a literaturou, vhodnost příloh apod.): The topic is a challenging one 
and the author provides solid and logical argumentation. The structure of the dissertation is fine and the author 
seems to work well with sources. 

 
 
3. FORMÁLNÍ A JAZYKOVÉ ZPRACOVÁNÍ (jazykový projev, správnost citace a odkazů na literaturu, 

grafická úprava, formální náležitosti práce apod.): I have no problems with the language and style. I believe 
that correct citation is used throughout the work and that all formal requirements have been met. However, I 
must mention a few problems with formatting, as well as the beginning and conclusion of individual 
chapters. 

  
 
4. STRUČNÝ KOMENTÁŘ HODNOTITELE (celkový dojem z bakalářské práce, silné a slabé stránky, 

originalita myšlenek, naplnění cíle apod.): 
Václav Hřivna has produced an interesting thesis on the United States invasion of Grenada and President  
Reagan’s reasons for undertaking the military operation. Václav has a very capable supervisor who always  
supervises her students well. The  treatise is divided into an Introduction, five main chapters, and a Conclusion.  
In addition, a number of colorful maps have also been added. I find the structure acceptable and I shall comment  
on the individual sections in the ensuing paragraphs. 
 
In the Introduction, Václav describes and justifies the structure of the dissertation. In addition, he assesses the  
literature consulted in a clear, concise manner. The only minor criticism I have is that the sources mentioned in  
the Introduction are a bit dated. It is always good to base works of this type on the most up-to-date sources. That  
being said, I feel that Václav’s analysis of the literature is otherwise good.  
 
Chapter 1 provides a useful background of Reagan’s foreign policy and its anti-Soviet (anti-Communist)  
characteristics. Indeed, American foreign and national security policy underwent significant changes after  
Reagan succeeded Jimmy Carter as president. Reagan’s National Security Defense Directives (NSDD) are  
mentioned and explained. Furthermore, the economic basis of Reagan’s foreign policy is scrutinized. Finally, the  
rhetoric employed by Reagan and the role it played in gaining support for his foreign policy is discussed. The  
chapter is well conceived and Václav does a good job making his case.  
 
Ronald Reagan’s overall policy towards Latin America forms the subject of Chapter 2. Here the relevant  
National Security Defense Directives are mentioned and their effectiveness is analyzed. The main focus is  
logically Central America and the Caribbean.  As Václav emphasizes, Reagan’s main aim in the region was to  
curb Communist influence and maintain stability. The argumentation here is excellent. 
 
In Chapter 3, Václav analyzes the political developments in Grenada and Grenada’s relations with the United 
States prior to the coup of October 1983. The so-called New Jewel Movement (NJM) led by Maurice Bishop  



since 1979 (the NJM took power in a coup in March 1979) and developments within it are recalled and  
placed into context. It is worthy of mention that the previous pre-NJM government led by Eric Gairy had  
enjoyed good relations with the United States. Well, the NJM government evolved into the People’s  
Revolutionary Government (PRG). Relations with the United States were never good and the PRG began to  
Establish closer political ties with Cuba and the Soviet Union. The construction of an airport, which could  
potentially be used for military shipments, greatly unsettled the Reagan Administration. A further radicalization  
of the PRG resulted in Bishop’s ouster and subsequent execution. The PRG was abolished and replaced by the  
Revolutionary Military Council (RMC) headed by General Hudson Austin. Chaos ensued as Austin failed to  
negotiate effectively with the Americans, who, among other things, were worried about some of their medical  
students on the island. Václav argues that it was this chaos on the island of Grenada that was the main immediate  
cause of the American military intervention, but not the underlying cause. This chapter is very informative. 
 
Chapter 4 discusses the invasion and preparations for it. Though the Pentagon would have preferred a more  
modest operation, Reagan and his closest advisors opted for a clear demonstration of American military power.  
Václav delves into the three main reasons provided by the Americans to justify the intervention. The first was  
that the well-being of American citizens in Grenada needed to be safeguarded. The second was the request for  
intervention by the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States. The third was a request for intervention by  
Governor-General, Sir Paul Scoon. Well, British prime minister Margaret Thatcher was by no means amused by  
the invasion and it was one of the few times she got into a row with Reagan via telephone. This chapter is of 

superb quality.  
 
In Chapter 5, Václav discusses the consequences of the invasion and its reception by the American public and  
other countries. There is no need to recapitulate the details here. The chapter explains well what transpired in the  
aftermath of the invasion and is factually accurate.  
 
The Conclusion gives the real reasons for the American intervention in Grenada. The first was the hardline anti- 
Communist policy of the Reagan Administration, which could not stomach the pro-Cuban orientation of the  
Grenadian Government. Another reason was the construction of the already mentioned airport in Grenada.  
Reagan’s main aim was to overthrow the Grenadian regime. In addition, the airport was seen as a potential threat  
to naval traffic and shipping routes. Domestically, the invasion was widely endorsed by the American public and  
that mattered more to the Reagan Administration in the end than the international condemnation. After all, the  
invasion helped Americans to overcome the so-called “Vietnam Syndrome”, which had made it rather difficult  
for American presidents to gain domestic support for foreign military interventions. 
 
Insofar as content is concerned, I find no fault with Václav Hřivna’s dissertation. There are some minor  
misspellings and typesetting (graphical) shortcomings. Nevertheless, I recommend an excellent mark. 
 
 
 
  
  
 
5. OTÁZKY A PŘIPOMÍNKY DOPORUČENÉ K BLIŽŠÍMU VYSVĚTLENÍ PŘI OBHAJOBĚ (jedna až tři): 
Why do you think American intelligence was so unsure about certain logistical matters in Grenada? 
What do Grenadians today think of the invasion?   
  
 
6. DOPORUČENÍ / NEDOPORUČENÍ K OBHAJOBĚ A NAVRHOVANÁ ZNÁMKA 
 (výborně, velmi dobře, dobře, nevyhověl): I recommend an excellent classification. 
 
 
Datum: 31.5.2015      Podpis: 
 
 
 
Pozn.: Hodnocení pište k jednotlivým bodům, pokud nepíšete v textovém editoru, použijte při nedostatku místa zadní stranu 
nebo přiložený list. V hodnocení práce se pokuste oddělit ty její nedostatky, které jsou, podle vašeho mínění, obhajobou 
neodstranitelné (např. chybí kritické zhodnocení pramenů a literatury), od těch věcí, které student může dobrou obhajobou 
napravit; poměr těchto dvou položek berte prosím v úvahu při stanovení konečné známky. 
 
 


