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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 

The thesis of Jiří Počarovský deals with important and policy-relevant questions related to 
political connections in public procurement. It aims to investigate whether connections of politicians 
and donations to political parties influence the public procurement characteristics such as the number 
of supplied contracts, volume of supplied contracts and the number of bidders in the tendering process. 
The thesis also aims to estimate the impact of donations and connections on firms’ performance and 

profitability. I read the thesis with great interest, also because I have done research in this area. 
 The literature review is good, but treats each of the strands of literature relatively separately 
and does not provide a full synthesis of the existing research (this could be improved by rewriting the 
literature review or maybe only adding on one section linking the various parts). Also the literature 
review and the empirical chapters are not sufficiently interlinked. Furthermore, the theoretical 
motivation of the empirical part could be better developed (but that is admittedly something that most 
of the public procurement research suffers from). 
 Jiří did an excellent job of combining a number of relevant datasets in a very effective way to 
test a number of hypotheses. The empirical part is the main contribution of the thesis and it is very 
well done. Last, but not least, the results are interesting. The thesis identified significant effects on a 
number of contracts, volume of contracts, dependence on revenues from contracts and number of 
bidders of both giving donations and history of employing a politically active person.  
 The language and the quality of writing, similarly to most of my writing, has the potential to 
be improved and I would encourage Jiří to do so if he considers continuing in his research or 

submitting the existing results to an academic journal. In terms of publication, I am optimistic that the 
research in the thesis might be interesting to the wider research community and that the thesis could be 
rewritten in the form of an article. However, in order to be relevant to the international economics 
audience, Jiří has to do a better job of relating the motivation behind his research and the results to the 
existing economics papers. 

Overall, Jiří Počarovský carried out very interesting research and did an excellent job of 
writing a thesis. Therefore I recommend an overall grade of excellent (výborně, 1). 
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CATEGORY POINTS 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 18 

Methods                      (max. 30 points) 28 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 28 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 18 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 92 

GRADE                          (1 – 2 – 3 – 4) 1 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  

 
 
Overall grading: 

 
TOTAL POINTS GRADE   

81 – 100 1 = excellent = výborně 
61 – 80 2 = good = velmi dobře 
41 – 60 3 = satisfactory = dobře 
0 – 40 4 = fail = nedoporučuji k obhajobě 

 


