Abstract

The aim of this work is to describe how the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
influenced the personnel policy of the Czechoslovak Radio and thereby interfered into radio
broadcasting in the years 1945 - 1948. In the introductory chapters thesis focuses on political
and economic developments in Czechoslovakia after 1945, with a significant part describing
the parliamentary elections in May, 1946. In the following chapters thesis describes the
development of media, which had entirely a new socially responsible role. At the same time in
the post-war Czechoslovakia there was a prevailing opinion that the media should not be a
subject of uncontrolled business anymore, but rather should be under state control. The main
part of the thesis describes the development of Radio. At that time the only mass medium also
obtained a new role - in the past broadcasting had primarily a entertainment feature, during
the Third Republic Radio became an imporant organizer of public life. Under the
circumstances various groups had an interest to gain influence in Radio. Mostly communists
were successful. It was easier, because they managed to occupy several crucial functions of
the management of Radio. At the same time they interefered with a strong apparatus - from
the Ministry of Information, through the Revolutionary radio board to the Radio comissions at
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. Communist influence in
Radio was a big issue for democratic media. Coup in February 1948 completed communist

activities.



