
Abstract 

This thesis describes the situation of French media during World War II and after its end. It 

compares the degree of collaboration in the territory occupied by Nazi Germany and in the 

area administered by Vichy government with Marshall Pétain as its head. The work notes that 

the Vichy government gradually becomes pro-German. It also emphasis on the Resistance 

movement as the new French media arises just of Resistance press. After the Liberation 

extensive trials with collaborators were carried out. This work is focused on the purge held in 

media especially. It explains the re-creation of new French press on Resistance press basis, 

politically mostly left-winged. The field is evenly professionalized – schools arise, the 

technical equipment is improved, women have been entering the editorial departments. But 

the shaky political situation, including the threat of the Cold War, results in a crisis of the 

political press. Journalists react by putting emphasis on truth and facts, and create, within co 

called new left tendency, platform for emerging democracy. The press of entertainment 

(sports and women´s magazines, e.g.) is also developed as reaction to politics. Radio 

broadcast and telecast are slowly growing after the Liberation. However military conflicts in 

colonial areas (Indochina, Algeria, etc.) owing to the new trends in the media wake up 

censorship by the state again. 


