Abstract

My thesis named “Attitude of Czech dailies Lidové noviny, Mlada fronta Dnes and
Pravo to the first direct Czech presidential election” should confirm or disprove the bias
of the three Czech newspapers in the period between the first and the second round of
the direct presidential election. The first part of thesis focuses on selected chapters of
media, linguistic and semiotic theories regarding bias. It also discusses the process of
direct elections and CVs of Karel Schwarzenberg and Milo§ Zeman.

At first, | used quantitative analysis to determine if the newspapers were balanced
and provide comparable space to the both candidates. Then | applied the qualitative
analysis to find out what language and semiotic components used the authors from
newspapers to inform the public about the candidates of the second round of direct
elections. Depending on the findings, I divide the articles into positive, neutral, negative
categories for Karel Schwarzenberg and positive, neutral, negative for Milo§ Zeman.

After the victory of Milo§ Zeman the bias was discussed. This thesis should answer
the question of whether the three Czech newspapers were biased in favour of Karel
Schwarzenberg or Milo§ Zeman between the first and the second round of the first

direct Czech presidential election.



