
Abstract 

This thesis deals with the topic of universal jurisdiction and the aut dedere aut 

judicare principle. It also marginally deals with issues of immunity of the perpetrators of 

international crimes, in relation of them enjoying leading functions of the state. In the 

introductory chapter of this thesis is discussed concept of jurisdiction as a basis for 

understanding following content of the next chapter about universal jurisdiction itself. In the 

chapter about the historical development the emergence of universal jurisdiction is described, 

through circumstances accompanying the establishment of the Nuremberg Tribunal to 

internationally significant legal proceedings with Albert Eichmann. In my work I try to bring 

yet ambiguously defined concept of universal jurisdiction, to elucidate its content and scope 

of its application areas. In the second part of this thesis I focus on the principle aut dedere aut 

judicare i.e. obligations of states to prosecute perpetrators of international crimes, present at 

their territory, or else extradite them to the State, which calls for providing their prosecution. 

On the case before the International Court of Justice in The Hague in the matter of extradition 

of former Chadian president by Senegal to Belgium I demonstrate the practical implications 

of the aut dedere aut judicare principle. Further work deals with a question of a contractual 

nature of the aut dedere aut judicare principle, which is approximated in the chapter on 

specific international treaties that contain this principle. At the end of the second part of the 

paper are described elements of the aut dedere aut judicare principle, i.e. rules for extradition 

of perpetrator or their prosecution respectively. Due to the limited scope of this thesis is the 

final part at least marginally devoted to the immunities of representatives of state and the 

situation which may occur in the event of a prosecution for international crimes. This topic is 

well demonstrated by the case of Augusto Pinochet, the former Chilean president and his 

prosecution in the British House of Lords. 

 


