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Abstract 

The paper begins by asserting that ñterrorismò is a social construct based on discourse 

from a particular historical context, and that our understanding of terrorism is fashioned 

by that discourse. It goes on to argue that film, as a powerful medium of popular 

culture, generates meaning of social events and gives filmgoers a feeling of reality; film 

functions as a second view on the world, guiding audiences from reel to real. The study 

shows how the forty-year long (1968-2008) history of IRA terrorism is portrayed 

through a selection of eight films, and the ñarticulationò and ñinterpellationò are studied 

empirically through the portrayal of terrorism in these films. The discourse on terrorism 

is analyzed in terms of discourse productivity, and the study uses Foucaultôs genealogy 

to trace the ñhistory of present-day IRA terrorism.ò The findings show that discursive 

formations are displayed as four different features of IRA terrorism constructed by film 

language and textual language. These different features reveal the discontinuity of the 

discourse that is framed by particular time periods. The paper concludes that IRA 

terrorism (and the acts of IRA terrorists), as portrayed in the eight films, cannot be seen 

as being representative of a single, unchanging discourse and that the films do not 

communicate a single meaning. Each of the discourses on IRA terrorism is formed 

separately in terms of both content and process; each discourse generates different 

images, or perceivable images, of IRA terrorism. 

 

Keywords 

Terrorism, Discourse Analysis, Film Portrayal, Irish Republican Army IRA,  

The Troubles, Good Friday Agreement 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement  

1. I declare that this paper is all my own work and that I have used only the sources 

and literature mentioned. 

2. I agree that the work should be made public for the purposes of research and study. 

 

In Prague on 17 May 2014  Kan Prateepjinda  



 

 

Table of Contents 

1 INTRODUCTION  1 

 1.1 Research Gap 5 

 1.2 Approach Taken by the Study 6 

 1.3 Film in IR and the Study of Discourse 8 

 1.4 Conducting the Research 10 

  1.4.1 Popular Film 13 

  1.4.2 The Discourse on IRA Terrorism 15 

 1.5 Justification for Film Selection 17 

 1.6 Structure of the Thesis 19 

2 THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK  20 

 2.1 The Study of Discourse in International Relations 23 

  2.1.1 Discourse Analysis as a Research Method 26 

  2.1.2 Constructing the Research Method 29 

   2.1.2.1  A Study of Discourse Productivity 30 

   2.1.2.2  A Study of the ñPlay of Practiceò 31 

 2.2 Film Theory Section 33 

  2.2.1 What Is Film? 33 

  2.2.2 The Theory and Principles of Film 35 

  2.2.3 Film Elements 39 

   2.2.3.1  Photography/Visual Art 39 

   2.2.3.2  Editing 46 

   2.2.3.2  Sound 48 

3 MASTER NARRATIVE ñTHE TROUBLESò 51 

4 RICOCHET  70 

5 POINT AND SHOOT 105 

6 RUNNING OUT OF BULLETS  163 

7 LAY DOWN THE WEAPONS  210 

8 THE DISCONTINUITIES  AND FOUGAULTôS GENEALOGY 307 

 

 



 

 

9 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  323 

 9.1 Summary of Findings 327 

 9.2 Discussion 330 

10 CONCLUSION 346 

 BIBLIOGRAPHY  351 

 APPENDIX 357 

  



1 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 

 

INTRODUCTION  
  



2 

 

Introduction 

 

No one was born a terrorist, but ñterroristò can certainly become a label. My argument 

is that ñterrorismò is socially constructed,
1
 based on discourse from a particular 

historical context. Therefore who the people are that are branded as ñterroristò also 

changes in accordance with the discourse that exists at a particular moment. To 

understand ñterrorismò is therefore to understand how such discourseðthe product of a 

system of statements
2
ðcomes into being and under what conditions, and how that 

discourse generates an image for our collective perception. In other words, our 

understanding of terrorism is fashioned from discourse. 

 

Having a background in the media industry, particularly film documentaries and TV 

commercials, I understand well the effects of media in shaping our understanding, our 

beliefs and our perception of reality. After all, it is through various types of media that 

most of us gain our experience of terrorism and terrorist acts. As a protagonist of 

Critical Terrorist Studies, I share the view that media is not merely a reflection of 

ñterrorism.ò CTS scholars argue that media such as film help to co-construct the 

discourse on ñterrorismò rather than merely reflect it. 
3
 For example, one of my 

favourite films on terrorism, The War Within,
4 

reveals the bitter truth that sometimes 

states can wrongly treat, in this case torture, individuals and drive them towards terrorist 

radicalization and finally turn to violence, and become terrorists.
5
 Such a depiction can 

have affects the viewerôs understanding of ñterrorismò and raise  criticisms of a stateôs 

counter-terrorism policies and actions.  

 

This thesis is a study of the discourse on terrorism in popular culture, in this case film 

portrayal, in order to understand how the concept of IRA terrorism has been 

constructed in films from different historical contexts, and thus made visible; and 

                                                           
1
 See for example, Hülsse, R., & Spencer, A. (2008). The metaphor of terror: Terrorism studies and the 

constructivist turn. Security Dialogue, 39(6), 571ï592. 
2
 Cheek, J. (2004). At the margins? Discourse analysis and qualitative research. Qualitative Health 

Research, 14(8), 1140ï1150. 
3
 Jackson, R., Smyth, M. B., & Gunning, J. (Eds.). (2009). Critical terrorism studies: a new research 

agenda. Routledge. 
4
 IMDb (n.d.) The War Within. Retrieved April 25, 2014, from http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0414344/ 

5
 Riegler, T. (2010). Through the Lenses of Hollywood: depictions of Terrorism in American Movies. 

Perspectives on Terrorism, 4(2), 35-45 
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which óperceivable substanceô was generated for the discourse on IRA terrorism in 

order to be understood by the general audience.  

 

In the study of terrorism, mainstream experts seek to objectively study terrorism to gain 

knowledge of terrorist organizations mainly in order to identify terrorist threats as well 

as to present options for prevention and/or counter-terrorism policies that mostly serve 

the benefit of Western superpowers.
6
 Critical Terrorism Studies, however, sees 

ñterrorismò as a strategy rather than an identity. Thus, terrorism is a dynamic term, and 

terrorist as individuals and organization are better understood in their own specific 

contexts, and in their own words in order to gain in-depth and profound knowledge of 

particular terrorist individuals or groups, which might contradict what we feel by 

intuition.
7
 However, neither state-centric nor actor (terrorist)-centric studies are deemed 

appropriate for this present study. 

 

CTS sees terrorism as socially constructed in and by discourse; it is a discursive rather 

than a material fact.
8
 As pointed out by Foucault, discourse is productive,

9
 that is, the 

discourse on ñterrorismò produces a ñterroristò or a ñterrorist act.ò In other words, 

discourse categorizes a particular group of people or actions as ñterroristsò or as 

ñterrorist actsò based on the complex interaction of social and political practices
10

 that 

contribute to the branding of an action as a terrorist act, both discourse and discursive 

practice. Thus, the primary focus of research on terrorism should be discourse that 

labels a particular group or individual as a ñterrorist.ò As H¿lsse and Spencer argue, it is 

only through discourse that terrorism can truly be understood.
11

 The discourse on 

terrorism is precisely the focus of this thesis.   

 

                                                           
6
 Riegler, T. (2009). "Terrorology": Who analyses and comments on the terrorist threat? Paper 

presented at 2
nd

 Global Conference, Intellectuals: Knowledge, Power, Ideas, Budapest, May 8-10. URL: 

http://www.Inter-Disciplinary.net [September 20,2010]. 
7
 Post, J., Sprinzak, E., & Denny, L. (2003). The terrorists in their own words: Interviews with 35 

incarcerated Middle Eastern terrorists. Terrorism and political Violence, 15(1), 171-184. 
8
 Ibid, Hülsse  & Spencer, 2008 

9
 Kendall, G., & Wickham, G. (1999). Using Foucault's methods. Thousand Oaks: Sage. 

10
 Diaz-Bone, R., Bührmann, A. D., Gutiérrez Rodríguez, E., Schneider, W., Kendall, G., & Tirado, F. 

(2008) The Field of Foucaultian Discourse Analysis: Structures, Developments and Perspectives. 

Historical Social Research, 33(1), pp. 7-28. 
11

Ibid, Hülsse and Spencer, 2008. 
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In the world of politics guided by discourses, media play an undeniably significant role. 

In the past decade, especially post-September 11, media has gained momentum in the 

field of international security studies. It is not only because media helps shape the 

popular understanding of security-related issues but also because it can affect policy 

changes. In a special issue of ñSecurity Dialogueò on ñsecuritization, militarization and 

visual culture in the worlds of post-9/11,ò the volumeôs guest editors, David Campbell 

and Michael Shapiro, lead us to see the power of images in visual mediaðfilm, video, 

photography, art, painting, video gamesðthat goes beyond reflection of the real. The 

power of images can mediate complex social relations. And in terms of security, images 

can actually change the practices of securitization and militarization.
12

 

 

This thesis studies the discourse on ñIRA terrorismò through film portrayals. The study 

will present how the forty-year long history of IRA terrorism (thirty-years of ñThe 

Troublesò [1968-1998] and ten years after the Good Friday Agreement [1998-2008]) is 

portrayed in popular films. I will engage with the study following the discourse analysis 

framework laid out by Jennifer Milliken in her article entitled, óThe study of discourse 

in international relations: a critique of research and methods.ô The discourse on 

terrorism in this study will be analyzed in terms of discourse productivity, meaning the 

operationalization of a particular ñregime of truth.ò
13

 Two possible methods, 

ñarticulationò of cultural raw materials and linguistic resources and ñinterpellationò, will 

be empirically studied through portrayals of discourse on IRA terrorism in popular 

films. I will use film language, which entails not only visual and textual language but a 

holistic representation of reality. Discussion on the study of film in IR will be presented 

later on in this chapter. For the practice of discourse or in Millikenôs words the ñplay to 

practiceò,
14

 I will use Foucaultôs genealogy as a method to trace the ñhistory of present-

day IRA terrorism.ò
15

 This study looks at the ongoing regime of practice, rules and 

power that affect discourseðdiscursive formations.  

 

                                                           
12

 Campbell, D., & Shapiro, M. J. (2007). Guest Editors' Introduction. Security Dialogue, 38(2), 131-137. 
13

 Milliken, J. (1999). The study of discourse in international relations: a critique of research and 

methods. European journal of international relations, 5(2), 225-254. 
14

 Ibid, Milliken, 1999 
15

 Ibid, Kendall & Wickham, 1999  
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By studying film portrayals of ñIRA terrorismò, in terms of discourse productivity, I 

argue that states, regardless of their legal authority, do not have exclusive power to 

construct discourse on terrorism, as discourse operates outside the realm of the formal-

legal authority of states, but rather operates in society as a whole. This study will 

demonstrate how film as a cultural artifact contributes to the formation of discourse on 

terrorism ï in this case with respect to the IRA. Nevertheless, filmmakers and state 

leaders alike operate in a world where different discourses intersect. The discourse on 

ñstate sovereigntyò and ñthe state as a guardian of the lawò can form the basis for 

filmmakersô perceptions and portrayals of terrorism, and therefore, more or less, ground 

their ideas on the stateôs ñofficial discourseò, although they may of course also present 

some criticism of the role of the state.  

 

ñTerrorismò as a social construction can change over time. For tracing practices of 

discourse, I expect to find discontinuities in the historical context of IRA terrorism as 

Foucaultôs genealogy leads us to believe in such discontinuities; we should therefore 

look for contingencies that cause such ruptures. I will use the historical development of 

IRA as a benchmark for referencing changes in discourse on IRA terrorism as portrayed 

in the films.   

 

 

Research gap 

 

Studies on terrorism are mostly conducted at the meso- or macro-level such as terrorist 

typologies,
16

 organizational life cycles,
17

 organizational evolution, and the terrorist 

mindset.
18

 Most importantly, a close network of think tanks, government officials and 

organizations, private security firms, as well as intelligence, military, and foreign policy 

agenciesða ñterrorism industryò as Thomas Riegler calls itðhas dominated the study 

of terrorism in the Western world, in both America and Europe.
19

 These so-called 

                                                           
16 Ganor, B. (2004). Terrorism as a Strategy of Psychological Warfare. Journal of Aggression, 

Maltreatment &Trauma, 9(1-2), 33ï43. 
17 Smith, C. J., and Picarelli, J. (2008). Terrorism: Where Are We Today? International Journal of 

Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice, 32(1), 1ï8. 
18 Hoffman, B. (2006). Inside Terrorism. New York: Columbia University Press. 
19

 Ibid, Riegler, 2009 
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experts have profound influence on the publicôs perception of terrorism as they consist 

of respectable researchers as well as high-ranking policy makers. Their works, though 

biased and state-centric, has been reproduced with little further investigation
20

 and has 

resulted in a significant lack of understanding of ñterrorismò without the stateôs hidden 

agenda. This thesis aims to fill this gap by focusing its study of discourse on terrorism 

outside the ñterrorism industry,ò and firmly focusing on the micro-level: 'individual-

level' terrorism, and terrorists as the human beings that they are. 

 

 

Approach taken by the study 

 

The study of terrorism has grown and changed significantly since the September 11 

terrorist attacks. Though the study of terrorism has grown dramatically in the past 

decade both in terms of depth and breadth of the study,
21

 mainstream terrorism study 

continues its tradition in the quest for the definition and causation of terrorism as well as 

effective responses to acts of terrorism, which makes it an exemplar of problem-solving 

theory.
22

 The problem of such an approach as noted by Lee Jarvis, is that it takes an 

ñessentialist conception of terrorism as a coherent and bounded object of knowledge,ò 

that is the actions of non-state actors against innocent civilians.
23

 In this light, 

mainstream terrorism studies does not leave any room for the process of construction of 

terrorism.  

 

This thesis, therefore, adopts a Critical Terrorism Studies (CTS) approach in light of its 

focus on ñdiscourse on terrorismò which entails its historical and social foundations of 

discourse and its construction.
24

 What I share with CTS scholars is their ontological 

standpoint regarding the nature of ñterrorismò as it is socially constructedða social fact 

produced in and by discourse. There is no rigid, concrete, unchangeable feature of 

                                                           
20

 Ibid, Riegler, 2009 
21

 Horgan, J., & Boyle, M. J. (2008). A case against ócritical terrorism studiesô. Critical Studies on 

Terrorism, 1(1), 51-64. 
22

 Jarvis, L. (2009). The spaces and faces of critical terrorism studies. Security dialogue, 40(1), 5-27; See 

also Gunning, J. (2007). A Case for Critical Terrorism Studies?. Government and Opposition, 42(3), 363-

393. 
23

 Ibid, Jarvis, 2009, p. 14-15 
24

 Ibid, Jackson et. al., 2009; Ibid, Jarvis, 2009 
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terrorism, so there is no fixed description of a ñterroristò either. The CTS approach to 

the study of terrorism, therefore, not only allows us to explore the construction of 

ñterrorismò, but also enables us to investigate representations of terrorist identities. 

CTS, thus, leads us to a more profound understanding of terrorism, which, in turn, will 

lead us to more effective problem-solving.
25

 In summary, although there has been some 

skepticism about CTSôs innovation and contribution to the general study of terrorism,
26

 

it does offer a new perspective on the concept ñterrorismò
27

 and an alternative approach 

to engaging with the study of terrorism at various levels.
28

 

 

As a subset of Critical Theory, CTS urges scholars to be skeptical towards the existing 

body of knowledge, which lacks awareness of its own bias and subjectivity. Researchers 

should, rather, be aware of their own bias and that of the people they study, and be 

sensitive towards the issue of power-knowledge. CTS seeks to transfer authority to the 

voice of the terrorists and to reflect their thoughts and concerns as this will liberate us 

from the confines of univocal state-centred knowledge of terrorism. CTS scholars 

practice an actor-based approach to the study of terrorism in the hope of gaining an 

understanding of individual motivations, attitudes, and personal experience, and how 

these factors influence the journey towards becoming a terrorist.
29

  

 

As a product of social construction, terrorism is like an amorphous figure that we cannot 

really pinpoint or explain without facing certain challenges. It feels as though terrorists 

are all around us, but are they really? Few of us have direct experience of terrorism. 

What we learn or have communicated to us about terrorism comes through discourse via 

various means and practices, film included. 

 

This study utilizes the portrayal of discourse on terrorism in popular films in order to 

analyze how ñterrorismò is portrayed in popular culture (for a popular audience) in 

different time frames and socio-political contexts in the real world. It uses linguistic and 

                                                           
25

 Ibid, Jarvis, 2009 
26

 Ibid, Horgan & Boyle, 2008 
27

 Blakeley, R. (2008). The elephant in the room: a response to John Horgan and Michael J. Boyle. 

Critical Studies on Terrorism, 1(2), 151-165. 
28

 Ibid, Jackson et. al. 2009; Ibid, Jarvis, 2009 
29

 Ibid, Jackson et. al., 2009 
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visual discourse analysis to uncover how the idea of terrorism has been constructed for 

popular audiences, and analyzes whether the concept of terrorism and the acts of 

terrorists portrayed in films have changed over time or, rather, there has been continuity 

in the perception regarding terrorism in popular media culture - in film in particular.  

 

 

Film in IR and the study of discourse 

 

For CTS scholars, terrorism is socially constructed, and it can be constructed through 

various means especially cultural products of the arts and media. According to 

Edelman, art provides the images we need in order to make sense of the political world, 

meaning our perception of politics emanates from the stories and images our brains 

collect from films, books, paintings, and from the events as recreated on TV, rather than 

from direct observation or participation.
30

 In other words, the images we collect help to 

construct our interpretation and understanding of the world in which we live.
31

 Popular 

cultural media, such as films, are increasingly recognized as an important factor in the 

production of political discourse, history, and memory
32

 as they draw upon and 

reproduce a shared social discourse about terrorism in the social and cultural processes 

from which óterrorismô is constructed.
33 

 

Films, or motion pictures, are a wonderful human creation. Not only are they highly 

entertaining, they can also construct and reflect the world in which we live. Films have, 

however, been under-utilized in the study of international relations and international 

security.
34

 Holden investigates the usefulness of films in the study of IR but with 

somewhat disappointing results. Although aesthetic IR, including cinematic analysis, 

falls into the same category as critical IR, its critical capabilities have been constantly 

questioned. It has also been questioned whether it has anything to do with IR at all; 

                                                           
30

 Edelman, M. (1996). From art to politics: How artistic creations shape political conceptions. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 
31

 Swimelar, S. (2013). Visualizing International Relations: Assessing Student Learning Through Film. 

International Studies Perspectives, 14(1), 14ï38. 
32

 Philpott, S., and Mutimer, D. (2009). The United States of Amnesia: US foreign policy and the 

recurrence of innocence. Cambridge Review of International Affairs, 22(2), 301ï317. 
33

 Ibid, Jackson, et. al., 2009. 
34

 Dodds, K. (2008a). Hollywood and the Popular Geopolitics of the War on Terror. Third World 

Quarterly, 29(8), 1621ï1637. 
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skeptics see it making no concrete or original contribution to the field.
35 

 

Dodds, however, observes that over the past ten years the volume of literature and the 

number of studies relating to film and international relations has increased, even if the 

intellectual focus has been diverse, ranging from representational analyses of particular 

events and processes to studies that explore how filmic contexts might be used to 

illuminate foundational theories in IR, such as realism, idealism, and social 

constructivism.
36 

 

As for scholarly works, some academics perform the thematic analysis of films as 

reflections of the real world.
37

 For some others, such as policy makers, and even 

filmgoers, films can be used as a vehicle for settling and making sense of otherwise 

contested foreign and security policies. As Lacy has noted, ñThe cinema becomes a 

space where ócommonsenseô ideas about global politics and history are (re)-produced 

and where stories about what is acceptable behavior from states and individuals are 

naturalized and legitimated.ò
38

 The most powerful example would be post-September 

11, when films related to patriotism, liberalist values of freedom and liberty, terrorism, 

and morality in international politics have been widely used to mobilize public support 

and construct and promote the righteousness of American political values.
39 

 

Cynthia Weber argues very strongly that films and óimaginariesô can be used to 

construct official and popular discourse relating to international relations and 

international politics, such as in the field of securitization: ñSometimes (as in the 

official rendition), traditional US moralities are confirmed in this cinematic space; at 

other times, they are confounded there.ò In the case of the September 11 terrorist 

attacks, she continues; ñpopular and official discourses of September 11 converge in 

this space to enable the production, reproduction, and transformation of ever-emerging 

                                                           
35

 Holden, G. (2010). World Politics, World Literature, World Cinema. Global Society, 24(3), 381-400.. 
36

 Ibid, Dodds, 2008a 
37

 Ibid, Dodds, 2008a. 
38

 As cited in Dodds, 2008a, p. 1621; see also Weber, C. (2005). Securitising the unconscious: The Bush 

doctrine of preemption and Minority Report. Geopolitics, 10(3), 482ï499. 
39

 Ibid, Dodds, 2008a; Ibid, Weber, 2005; Weber, C. (2006). Imagining America at war: Morality, politics 

and film. New York, NY: Routledge. 
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US individual, national, and international subjectivities.ò
40

 She feels that American 

national identity-morality, politics, and US foreign policy, as portrayed in post-9/11 

cinema, are founded on the concept of the óvigilanteô and the óhumanitarianô.
41 

 

Weberôs work makes a significant contribution to the field as she offers an illustration 

not only of the power of films in the study of IR, but also of their ñconstructive power 

and its subjectivitiesò as shown in her textbook, International Relations Theory: A 

Critical Introduction. Weber strongly believes that films, with their trajectory power, 

successfully demonstrate how ñpolitics, power, and ideology are culturally constructed 

and how the culture of IR theory might be politically reconstructed.ò
42

 As a critical IR 

theorist, Weber not only sees that the world is made of facts and stories, but also sees 

how such facts and stories are told. We, then, must be able to interpret not just the facts 

but the organization of the facts,
43

 which films do very well. 

 

Another problem with film relates to questions concerning its accuracy. How can the 

audience know if the story narrated in a particular film is ótrueô or accurate? Historical 

narratives can deviate from reality. As Engert and Spencer argue, historical depiction in 

films does not always adhere to historical events, which leaves the audiences a choice: 

either to doubt its veracity, or to believe that the history portrayed in the film represents 

the only accurate account.
44

  

 

 

Conducting the research 

 

Taking a Critical Terrorist Studies (CTS) approach, this research will investigate a 

discourse of ñIRA terrorismò during the time of  ñThe Troublesò (1968-1998)
45

 and the 

                                                           
40

 Ibid, Weber, 2006, p. 4. 
41

 Ibid, Weber, 2006; Straw, M. (2008). Traumatized masculinity and American national identity in 

Hollywood's Gulf War. New Cinemas: Journal of Contemporary Film, 6(2), 127ï143. 
42

 Ibid, Swimelar, 2013. 
43

 Ibid, Webber, 2013, p. XXV. 
44

 Ibid, Kuzma & Haney, 2001.  
45

 ñThe Troublesò refers to a violent conflict between British Government and the Republican Nationalist 

minority in Northern Ireland. The Troubles began with a civil rights march in Londonderry on 5 October 

1968 and concluded with the Good Friday Agreement on 10 April 1998. During the thirty-year conflict, 
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transitional period after the Good Friday Agreement (1998-2008). This research is a 

critical analysis of IRA terrorism, past and present, although only indirectly as it is a 

study of discourse in film portrayals.  

 

I will start engaging in the study of discourse by using historical records of IRA 

terrorism as a chronological reference for discourse portrayed in films as well as to see 

if there is any record of changes in the evolution of IRA terrorism such as its 

organizational character. I will then review selected films, in pairs based on the period 

in which they set. I intentionally use two films in search of a common portrayal of 

discourse on IRA terrorism at a particular period of time in order to make sure that such 

a portrayal is a not merely the portrayal of a single film. However, with the limit of time 

and access to materials, I am unable to explore more than two films per time period.  

 

Using Millikenôs guidelines, an analysis of discourse in this study is directed at the 

productivity and practice of discourse on IRA terrorism portrayed in these films. Film 

language will be used to analyze how the film ñspeaksò to us an audience, in other 

words, to create meaning from moving images on film based on what we observe in a 

filmðmise en scene, production design, framing, camera movement, lighting, sound 

and music, and editing. In other words, all of these elements help construct what a film 

is portraying and what its recognizable objects are.  

 

For the investigation of discourse productivity, film portrayals will be analyzed. Film, 

as a cultural artefact and a form of entertainment, is an important and effective means of 

producing discourse and reproducing the common sense held within a society. For 

discourse analysis, it is to examine how film renders sensible and legitimate actions of a 

particular state. Discourse analysis challenges common sense that legitimizes discursive 

authority.
46

 In Foucaultôs words, ñthe problem is not changing peopleôs 

consciousnessðwhatôs in their headsðbut the political, economic, institutional regime 

of the production of truth.ò
47

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
more than 3,600 lost their lives and 50,000 injured. For more detail, see 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/troubles 
46

 Ibid, Milliken, 1999 
47

 Foucault, M. (1980) Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings 1972-1977. New 

York: Pantheon Books as cited in Hansen, 1999, p. 383 
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For an analysis of the practice of discourse on ñIRA terrorismò over time, I will use 

Foucaultôs genealogy method to critically trace back the ñhistory of the presentò in 

order to study how a discourse on ñIRA terrorismò has been constituted historicallyða 

system of discursive formations that are discontinuous with one another.
48

 Genealogy is 

a method that illustrates that things are not as obvious as we believe. It is a method that 

makes what has been taken for granted the centre of attention.
49

 

 

Using Foucauldian discourse analysis, I will investigate how the objects of the discourse 

ñIRA terrorismò become formed, that is, the construction and recognition of IRA 

terrorists in film portrayals. In other words, who is the IRA terrorist, and how is the 

organization seen and perceived in each historical context? From a chronological 

observation that refers to a master narrative of ñThe Troublesò, the development of IRA 

terrorism can be categorized into four distinct features or ñthemesò The next step is to 

look for recognizable objects
50
ðwhich I call ñperceivable substancesòðof the 

discourse on IRA terrorism constructed through statements, in this case, film portrayals. 

Perceivable substances generated by a particular pair of films represent the perceptions 

of IRA terrorism in a specific historical context. Perceivable substances relevant to a 

themeðand which have a single thematic concernðwill be called ñmonuments.ò In 

other words, any perceivable substance outside of a ñsingle themeò will be omitted from 

the analysis.  

 

Monuments from a single theme reflect discourse on IRA terrorism from each time 

period like a ñsnapshotò of discourse. These monuments will be empirically analyzed 

using film theory/language to reveal how discourse is constructed and generated. 

Foucaultôs genealogy method will be used to examine how such discourse manifests 

itself in the history of IRA terrorism and what would be the conditions for change or 

discontinuity would be over time. The analytical framework for this study is 

summarized in a diagram that follows. 

                                                           
48

 Ibid, Milliken, 1999 
49

 Salter, M. B. (2013). ñIntroductionò in Salter, M. B. and Mutlu, C. E. (eds.) Research Methods in 

Critical Security Studies: An Introduction. New York: Routledge 
50

 Graham, L. J. (2005). Discourse analysis and the critical use of Foucault. Paper presented at Australian 

Association for Research in Education 2005 Annual Conference, Sydney, November 27-December 1. 

http://eprints.qut.edu.au/2689 
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But before I proceed, there are certain points I need to make clear with respect to, first, 

why I will be using popular films and secondly, why I will be focusing on the terrorism 

carried out by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) during óThe Troublesô (1968ï1998).  

 

 

 Popular Film 

 

The answer to the first question is threefold: its effectiveness as a means of political 

communication; its accessibility; and its configuration and structure as an object of 

study. 
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Firstly, film, being both art and media, demonstrates the nature of the real world; it is an 

effective means for political communication
51

 and the creation of social meaning. Film 

creates mechanisms of affection and perceptual participation in the audience that appeal 

impulsively to a sense of belief; film, as an óimpression of realityô, is highly 

óbelievable.ô
52

 The main advantage of film is the movement (films are, after all, also 

called ómoviesô), which offers a very strong impression of reality because movement 

erases the perception of time-distance, thus providing a feeling of presence and 

realness.
53

 The realness of a motion picture, moreover, helps facilitate the 

communication of a difficult message.
54 

 

Even surreal or fantasy films, in which the audience recognizes their unreality, gives a 

very realistic feeling to unreality. Their aesthetic quality also contributes to the 

convincing power of films, as this is basic human psychology.
55

 All of these attributes 

of film make it a very powerful mechanism and evidence suggests that viewing films 

can also influence social attitudes.
56

  

 

Secondly, unlike other art forms, films target and reach large audiences (films are 

considered to be mass media). They are able to do so for several reasons. Filmôs offer of 

ópresenceô and óproximityô urges the general public to go to the cinema.
57

 Home movies 

in other formats such as CD or DVD make them even more accessible and cheap. High-

profile award-winning commercial films are among the most visible artefacts of popular 

cultureðmillions see them each year.
58

 Some films are more commercially successful 

than others, but with their accessibility, films provide opportunities for people to watch 

and reflect upon contemporary international politics.
59

 As discussed above, films help 

us to understand international phenomena of which we rarely have any direct 
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experience, such as wars, terrorism, or foreign policy.
60

  

 

Lastly, as an object of study, film consists of five pre-existing forms of expression 

including image, speech, music, sound, and written material.
61 

All of these components 

enable film to generate the  meaning of social events and give filmgoers the feeling of 

reality. Thus, film has a certain configuration, certain fixed structures and figures that 

enable a researcher to produce an empirical and systematic study.  

 

Cinematic stories and characters are part of discursive practices through which the 

discourse on terrorism has been constructed.
62

 Studying depictions in films, therefore, 

provides an interesting insight into how the contested conception of óterrorismô has been 

portrayed. In other words, how ñdiscourseò on ñterrorismò has been constructed and 

generated.  

 

 

 The discourse on IRA terrorism  

 

The second question concerns the justification for choosing óIRA terrorismô.  

 

Terrorist organizations have a natural cycle that is no different from other organizations: 

birth, growth, peak, decline, and death.
63

 In this cycle, terrorist organizations depend, 

for their sustainability, on the recruitment of new members in order to maintain growth 

and development.
64

 Individuals are familiarized with terrorist ideology and socialized 

through family, peers, community, and schools; those recruited are trained; finally they 

are prepared for carrying out their assigned tasks.
65

 CTS strongly believes that to fully 

understand terrorism, we must place it in the historical, political, social and cultural 
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context in which it occurs.
66

  

 

IRA terrorism is a perfect case for this particular study. Not only has it taken place 

within our own lifetime, it has progressed to the end of the cycle. The Good Friday 

Agreement signed with the British government on April 12, 1998, marked the official 

óbeginning of the endô for the IRA. De facto, however, óIRA terrorismô has not really 

ended: the peace process and integration process is still a work in progress; and violent 

offshoots such as The Real IRA and The Continuity IRA were formed as they oppose 

the IRAôs participation in the ceasefire and the peace process.
67

  

 

From a theoretical perspective, IRA terrorism gives us an opportunity to study the 

discourse on terrorism in different periods of its life cycle, including ópost-peace 

processô. The feasibility and technicality of the study are affected by the language 

barrier and the availability of popular films. Discourse analysis deals largely, though not 

exclusively, with language in its cultural context, so attempting discourse analysis of 

films in incomprehensible foreign languages would be little short of a suicide mission. 

Choosing the IRA is therefore a logical decision as the Irish speak English, albeit with a 

different dialect and vocabulary. Most importantly, there is a sufficient number of films 

about the IRA covering the period of the óThe Troublesô (1968ï1998), that is, with the 

exception of the post-Good Friday Agreement era. This gave me the opportunity to 

review most of the films and make a careful selection of those films to use in this 

study.
68

 At the same time, the fact that IRA terrorism is a recent phenomenon means 

information is readily available, especially the historical context, which is crucial in 

CTS. 
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Justification for film selection 

 

This study deals with portrayals of IRA terrorism in popular films. Thus, two main 

criteria are óthe main plot either concerning IRA terrorism or featuring IRA volunteers 

as the main charactersô and the ópopularityô of the selected films. Popularity will be 

measured by the profile of the director, the lead actors/actresses, awards received, and 

recognition among peers in the film industry. Gross earnings will not be taken into 

account as a number of IRA-related movies had a limited release in cinemas. High-

profile directors, actors, and actresses, however, can act as magnets and help to 

popularize the film.      

 

The third criterion is access. All films selected must be on general release and available 

on the market. In fact, a film's availability can also be seen as an indicator of its 

popularity. Unpopular films are not likely to be released in home entertainment format 

(CD, DVD). And, since a researcher has limited access to VHS players, films that are 

not in CD or DVD format will not be included in the selection. The last criterion 

concerns the time period covered in the study, that is, the time of óThe Troublesô, from 

1968 to 1998. Put together, the films selected should cover this thirty-year period and 

should not focus on a particular time within that period.  

 

A full list of films about the Troubles is posted on the Northern Ireland Conflict Studies 

website, CAIN (Conflict Archive on the Internet). Out of the 42 films listed on the 

CAIN website, 8 that fitted the above criteria were chosen. The result is shown in the 

Table 1.
69

 Some films, such as óThe Boxerô and óH3ô, were not selected because there 

are so many films about the same event (Bloody Sunday and the hunger strike) in the 

history of IRA terrorism; or were films produced by the same director/producer (óIn the 

Name of the Fatherô and óThe Boxerô; óThe Crying Gameô and óBreakfast on Plutoô). 

 

It is very important to note that two of the selected films, óFive Minutes of Heavenô and 

óOmaghô, are about the peace process in Northern Ireland after the Good Friday 

Agreement. I chose these two films in order to see how the discourse on IRA terrorism 
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has been portrayed at the dawn of its organizational life. Therefore, óFive Minutes of 

Heavenô, although it does not feature IRA volunteers but a member of the Ulster 

Volunteer Forces (UVF), was chosen intentionally. Other films from the same period, 

óIRA King of Nothingô and óJohnny Wasô, were not picked as they do not focus on the 

IRA after the peace process. 

 

Table 1: List of selected films 

 

No. Title Director Notable cast Summary Released Setting 

1 Bloody 

Sunday 

Paul Greengrass James Nesbit Depiction of the 1972 

Bloody Sunday 

massacre. 

2002 Television 

film 

1972 

2 In the Name 

of the Father 

Jim Sheridan Daniel Day- 

Lewis,  

Pete 

Postlethwaite 

Based on the real life 

Guildford Four, father 

and son are falsely 

imprisoned as IRA 

members accused of 

committing the 

Guildford pub bombing. 

 

1993 1975 

3 Hunger Steve McQueen Stuart Graham 

Laine Megaw 

Depiction of the Bobby 

Sands during the 1981 

Irish hunger strike. 

2008 1981 

4 Fifty Dead 

Men Walking 

Kari Skogland Ben Kingsley 

Rose McGowan 

Jim Sturgess 

A loose adaptation of 

Martin McGartland's 

1997 autobiography of 

the same name. 

2008 1988-1991 

5 The Crying 

Game 

Neil Jordan Stephen Rea  A British soldier is 

kidnapped by IRA 

terrorists. He befriends 

one of his captors, who 

is drawn into the 

soldier's world. 

1992 1992 

6 Shadow 

Dancer 

James Marsh Clive Owen An IRA member is 

turned into an informer 

for the British, to protect 

her son 

2012 1993 

7 Omagh Pete Travis Gerard McSorley  An examination of the 

aftermath of the 1998 

Real IRA bombing that 

killed 29 people in 

Omagh, Northern 

Ireland. 

2004 Television 

film 

1998-2005 

8 Five Minutes 

of Heaven 

Oliver 

Hirschbiegel 

Liam Neeson A reconciliation is 

attempted after 33 years 

2009 2008 

        

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0002565/?ref_=tt_ov_st
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These films will be carefully viewed in order to see how the discourse on IRA terrorism 

is portrayed in each film. 

 

The eight films will be paired based on shared characteristics in terms of their portrayals 

of the discourse on IRA terrorism through the thirty-year period between1968 and 1998. 

The pairs are: óBloody Sundayô (1972) and óIn the Name of the Fatherô (1978), 

óHungerô (1981) and óFifty Dead Men Walkingô (1990), óThe Crying Gameô (1992) and 

óShadow Dancerô (1993), and óFive Minutes of Heavenô (2008) and óOmaghô (1998). 

 

 

Structure of the thesis 

 

The thesis is structured as follows. In the following chapter, I will discuss the theories, 

approaches, and methodology used to tackle this research in more detail. Frameworks 

for the analysis of discourse will be presented. In this chapter, I will also provide a brief 

description of film theory in order to familiarize readers with terminology used in the 

analysis of film language used in the films. Foucaultôs genealogy will be reviewed as it 

will be used as a method for scrutinizing the historical context of the discourse on IRA 

terrorism, and its continuities and discontinuities. Then will follow a chapter giving a 

brief description of the historical background to IRA terrorism during ñThe Troublesò 

(1968-1998) up to the peace process after the Good Friday Agreement.  

 

The next four chapters offer an analysis of how films have portrayed IRA terrorism: 

eight films will be presented in four pairs according to the themes they share. Each pair 

will be analyzed in detail using film theory as the main analytical tool. The next chapter, 

a summary of findings, will present an analysis of the findings using Foucaultôs 

genealogy in order to answer the research question (and some points beyond the scope 

of the research question but which the researcher found interesting and worth 

discussing. The final chapter will present the conclusions and the recommendations for 

further research. 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL  

FRAMEWORK  
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Theoretical and Methodological Framework 

 

 

«--- Once you want to free your mind  

about a concept of harmony and music being correct,  

 you can do whatever you want. 

So nobody told me what to do and there was no preconception of what to do ---¬ 

 

 

 

©Egmegm `w Kmpmbcpª: Daft Punk, Random Access Memories 

4 Grammy Awards Winner 2013 

 

 

When the duo 'Daft Punk' performed their award-winning song of the year, ñGet 

Luckyò, the Staple Stadium became a dance floor. It was no surprise to see Katy Perry 

getting up and dancing. But to see members of the Beatles - Sir Paul McCartney and 

Ringo Starr and the late John Lennonôs wife Yoko Ono - do the same was indeed a 

surprise.
70

 Why? It is because we have a ópreconceptionô that rockers or artists do not 

enjoy dance/electronica music.  

 

  

                                                           
70
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In a previous chapter, I introduced my research topicðthe study of the discourse on 

IRA terrorism through its portrayal in popular film. I realize that for theory-based and 

problem-solving scholars in International Relations, especially International Security 

Studies, this kind of topic can be seen as disturbing or non-academic; I have already 

demonstrated how this research topic situates itself among and communicates with other 

studies, especially in the sub-field of terrorism studies. In this chapter I will elaborate on 

the theoretical foundations of the research and on how I designed that research.  

 

Before I start, I would like to ask you to ñfree your mind of the concept of óresearchô 

and ótheoryô as being correct.ò The goal of this research is to gain more knowledge 

regarding terrorism, to introduce new perspectives in understanding terrorism, and 

humbly to hope to emancipate us from our self-imposed boundaries in terms of 

knowledge and enquiry. For critical scholars, emancipation is not an end in itself but a 

continuous process of struggle and critique.
71

 By the same token, Foucaultôs genealogy 

as ñcritical ontology of ourselvesò urges us to constantly extend the ñlimit of the 

necessary,ò which leads us to test the ñlimits we might go beyond, and thus as work 

carried out by ourselves upon ourselves as free beings.ò
72

  

 

 

The study of discourse in International Relations 

 

Discourse analysis has been used by scholars in many fields, including sociology, social 

history, political science, social psychology, and even distant relatives of social science 

such as accounting;
73

 it is certainly no longer restricted to linguistics or other language-

related sciences. Discourse is a social practice that constitutes the social worldða 

system of statements or enunciations. In other words, discourse is perceived as social 

structure, and discursive practice as social practice. It is an embedded connection of 

                                                           
71

 Ibid, Jackson et. al., 2009. 
72

 Foucault, M. (1984). ñWhat is Enlightenment?ò in Rabinow, P. (ed.) The Foucault Reader. New York: 

Pantheon, as cited in Kendall and Wickham, 1999, p. 30. 
73

 Armstrong, P. (1994). The influence of Michel Foucault on accounting research. Critical Perspectives 

on Accounting, 5(1), 25-55. 



24 

 

textual and social processes that influence the way we think and act in a specific context 

in the contemporary world.
74

  

 

In the field of International Relations, discourse analysis has become more popular and 

recognizable among non-traditional scholars from post-structuralism to post-modernism 

and social constructivism, yet not without a certain degree of skepticism. Discourse 

analysis as a critical reflexive approach is often seen to lack theoretical rigour, and also 

to lack relevance in the world of real politics. In his review of the development of 

security studies, Stephen M. Walt expresses his concern that international security is far 

too serious a matter to rely on ña prolix and self-indulgent discourse that is divorced 

from the real world.ò
75

 Leading critical scholars and discourse analysts in IR and 

International Security Studies do not share the same perspective. Lene Hansenôs 

response to Walt illustrates the crucial contribution discourse analysis makes to 

International Security Studies in the post-Cold War era in terms of both theoretical 

development and policy recommendations. Fundamentally, discourse analysts disagree 

with the brand of scientific theory that has dominated the study of IR, critically examine 

what the scientific perspective takes for granted, and challenge the superiority of 

scientific law over historically sensitive analysis.
76

  

 

A study of discourse in international relations is heavily influenced by the works of 

Michel Foucault. According to Foucault, discourse refers to ñpractices that 

systematically form the object of which they speak.ò
77

 It is very important to emphasize 

that to Foucault, discourse is not simply made up of words or signs about an object, but 

is about practices that make statements and decisions about those objects possible. 

Therefore, Foucauldian discourse analysis searches for practices that make it possible to 

speak about a common object;
78

 in the case of this study, about IRA terrorism. 
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Following the footsteps of leading discourse analysts such as David Campbell,
79

 

Roxanne Lynn Doty,
80

 Jennifer Milliken,
81

 Ole Wæver,
82

 and Lene Hansen,
83
 Rainer 

H¿lsse and Alexander Spencer,
84

 I find Foucauldian discourse analysis suitable for this 

particular study for two reasons: its non-elite centred approach and its genealogy 

method.  

 

Discourse as practice constitutes actors, and structures what they can meaningfully say 

or do. Actors, therefore, have very limited agency. In other words, actors cannot control 

discourse for their own use. Rather than being at liberty to use words intentionally and 

manipulate discourse to further their own purposes, these actors are themselves an 

integral part of discourses that leave them little room for individuality.
85

 As states 

(through their leaders), policy makers and officials do not operate in a vacuum, they are 

also products of discourses and their historical contexts. In this study of the discourse on 

IRA terrorism as portrayed in popular films I hope to see how discourse is constructed 

and how it fashions itself in popular culture. Furthermore, Foucaultôs genealogy allows 

me to investigate how the discourse on IRA terrorism was formed in a particular time 

and how it changes over time.  
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Discourse analysis as a research method 

 

Like any other discipline utilizing discourse analysis, however, there has been a serious 

lack of rigorous research in IR discourse analysis. This is no accident but is because of 

epistemological and methodological differences between mainstream scholars and 

discourse analysts. Researchers adopt critical theory and discourse analysis in order to 

rebut the mainstream obsession with scientific modes of inquiry.
86

 Nevertheless, a lack 

of research methodology causes some disadvantages for protagonists of discourse 

analysis as they deliberately limit themselves within their own realm of analysis and 

disregard methods that may be useful for broadening their analysis and, therefore, their 

knowledge.
87

 

 

Post-modernism and post-structural discourse analysis reject social ñscientificò methods 

of carrying out research as well as positivist methodological and research design criteria 

as they marginalize alternative experiences and perspectives.
88

 Philosophically, 

Foucault and post-structuralist and post-modernist scholars do not believe in absolute 

truth as grounded in the rational thinking of the Enlightenment, rather believing that 

there are no universal truths or absolute ethical beliefs in social scientific enquiry that 

can be separated from their social-historical context. Thus, for the post-structuralist 

tradition, analysis is always interpretative and contingent;
89

 there is no superior, 

hegemonic scientific research method.  

 

Discourse analysts, therefore, especially those who follow the Foucauldian tradition, 

attempt to avoid the ñpositivist trapò and to maintain 'undecidability'. Foucaultôs dislike 

of prescription results in ambiguity as there is no recipe book telling exactly how to do 

Foucauldian discourse analysis or genealogy. It is difficult to arrive at a coherent 

description of how to do Foucauldian discourse analysis - either because there is no 

such thing,
90

 or because there are too many such things.
91
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Efforts to avoid the ñpositivist trapò have nonetheless fallen into a trap of their own 

making. Ambiguity in research design and the lack of a common methodology have 

been the major weaknesses of discourse analysis. From a positivist perspective, 

discourse analysis has no standards by which knowledge claims can be measured and 

justified. There is also no set of standardized criteria for data collection, case selection 

or the limits of research. Most importantly for positivists, the lack of shared 

methodology and research processes restricts researchers in performing theory-testing 

studies that replicate previous studies. However, as an alternative mode of inquiry, 

discourse analysis, with its critical nature, has a significant contribution to make as it 

challenges dominant discourses and provides space for ñsubjugated knowledgeòða 

sphere of knowledge that has been largely disregarded and unrecognized.
92

 

Optimistically, ambiguity and the lack of strict boundaries make discourse analysis a 

very flexible tool for critical analysis. With carefully crafted research design and a 

strong theoretical foundation, discourse analysis can lead us to knowledge beyond 

present limits. 

 

It should be kept in mind that this thesis views discourse according to Foucaultôs 

definition, that is, as a system of social practice that systematically forms the meaning 

of common objects. Therefore, discourse helps us make sense of the real world. The 

study of discourse, as an object of study and as a method, cuts across different 

epistemological and theoretical assumptions. However, to maintain Foucaultôs 

characteristic of non-prescription does not prevent researchers from having a clear 

research design, that is, from being explicit about what is to be done without trying to 

dictate what is to be done.
93

 In this light, I adopt as a starting point Jennifer Millikenôs
94

 

proposed theoretical commitments and guidelines for discourse analysis.  
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Discourse can be seen primarily in three different theoretical functions upon which 

researchers can base their research: as systems of signification, of discourse 

productivity, and of the practice of discourse. These theoretical commitments draw 

boundaries for the justification of appropriate contexts and methods of discovery and 

can be used as a basis for the critical evaluation of discursive studies.
95

 Within the scope 

of its research question, this present study focuses on the latter two theoretical 

commitments: discourse productivity and the ñplay of practice.ò 

 

Discourse productivity implies that discourses are productive (or reproductive) of things 

defined by discourse. Discourse is therefore not only about the meaning of words but 

about practices of a particular óregime of truthô that authorizes certain subjects to speak 

and to act, while excluding others. Discourses also define ñknowledgeable practicesò by 

these subjects towards the objectsðplace and groupsðalso defined by discourse such 

as proper interventions, disciplining techniques and practices, and/or other discursively 

constructed actions. Lastly, discourses define the subjects who are authorized to speak 

and act on behalf of a particular group, and their common sense of the existence and 

qualities of different phenomena and how public officials should act for them and in 

their name. Discourses legitimize (enable or constrain) the practices of authorized actors 

and exclude others, and champion a certain kind of common sense while ruling out 

others.
96

 Discourse productivity, therefore, focuses on a study of ñdominating 

discourses and their structuring of meaning as connected to implementing practices and 

ways of making these intelligible and legitimate.ò
97

  

 

As discourses are open, inherently unstable, and can be changed over time, the ñplay of 

practiceò refers to an examination of how to stabilize and fix dominant meanings of 

discourses, which involves the ongoing articulation and re-articulation of knowledge 

and identities (to fix the ñregime of truthò). Given the nature of discourses, any fixing 

can only be partially completed, thus leading to the possibility of discontinuity and 

variation, in other words, of historical contingency. Moreover, the study of the practice 

of discourses encompasses the study of ñsubjugated knowledgeò in their 
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knowledge/power relations with the dominant discourses. One of the major 

contributions made by discourse analysis is its focus on forgotten, neglected and 

marginalized spheres of knowledge as well as the dominant spheres. Moreover, by 

means of genealogy, discourse analysis also provides an analysis of alternative 

narratives of history by focusing on discontinuities and ruptures rather than on 

continuous transformations of a grand historical narrative.  

 

 

Constructing the research method 

 

The positivist critique of discourse analysis - that it lacks research rigour and is without 

relation to the real material world - is fundamentally and epistemologically flawed. 

Coming from an interpretive approach, discourse analystsô methodological choices and 

research goals differ vastly from those of the positivists.
98

 Discourse analysts are 

primarily interested in understanding how and why a particular discourse is constructed 

and how it becomes dominant, and what practices are made intelligible by this 

dominance. Therefore, to study discourse as a social construction is more compatible 

with qualitative research because of its inherently subjective characteristic. But it does 

not mean that the interpretativist approach has no clear and strong research method, nor 

that it totally disengages with the material world.  

 

Interpretativists do not see the unbiased and objective world of natural science and its 

logical/rational rules as adequate for understating the social ñrealityò we live in. They 

assert that people create and attach their own meanings to their understanding of the 

world as well as their actions in the world. Hence, researchers must interpret empirical 

reality in terms of what it means to the observed people. The inter-subjectivity of 

created meanings in the world is, therefore, a basic and integral part of the subject 

matter studied by interpretativist scholars. In other words, researchers must collect facts 

and data describing not only the purely objective, publicly observable aspects of human 
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behaviour, but also the subjective meaning this behaviour has for those human 

subjects.
99

 

 

 

A study of discourse productivity 

 

A study of discourse productivity explains how discourse produces this worldðhow 

discourse constitutes narrative authority; how it justifies policies and policy 

implementation that can affect peopleôs lives; and how it comes to be dispersed beyond 

authorized subjects to construct common sense in our everyday life. Past studies of 

discourse productivity in International Relations, such as foreign policy studies, IR 

theory studies, and international diplomacy/organization studies, have more scholarly 

reasoning and reflection than empirical study or theory-building. To improve conceptual 

development and empirical research in discourse analysis, Milliken proposes working 

on two aspects of discourse productivity: the production of common sense, and the 

production of policy practice.
100

 Since this thesis emphasizes how discourse manifests 

itself in popular cultureðnamely, filmðand not on any policy in particular, I will 

further discuss only the production of common sense.  

 

Discourses produce and reproduce common sense in society. ñCommonò sense reduces 

potential resistance among the population with respect to a particular course of action. It 

legitimates the state as a political unit, and creates and justifies the stateôs domination. 

To identify, reflect upon and change such common sense is the target of discourse 

analysis. Further, discourse analysts should be able to explain and theorize processes of 

the production of common sense. Two conceptsðarticulation and interpellationðcan 

be applied. 

 

Articulation refers to the construction of discursive objects and relationships out of 

ñcultural raw materialsò and ñlinguistic resourcesò that already make sense within a 

particular society. By combining discoursesðcontingent and contextually specific 
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representations of the worldðto societyôs pre-existing culture or language, these 

discourses can appear as ñinherently and necessarily connectedò and the meanings 

produced by discourses seem to be natural and accurate descriptions of reality. 

Interpellation refers to how authorized subjects represent individuals and work for them 

so that they come to accept the representations as natural and accurate.
101

 It also defines 

the position of subjects in their power relation to the objects they speak for.  

 

The concept of articulation and interpellation can be used as a foundation for discourse 

analysis in terms of the production of common sense. As suggested by Milliken, the 

articulation and interpellation of the production of common sense can be achieved by 

empirical study that examines cultural materials from specific contexts.
102

 This thesis 

deploys a popular culture approach using film theory and language to empirically 

examine the portrayal of IRA terrorism in popular films. 

 

 

A study of the ñplay of practiceò 

 

For an analysis of the ñplay of practiceò, I use Foucaultôs genealogy method to excavate 

a ñhistory of the presentò discourse on IRA terrorism outside the popular or dominant 

narrative, looking particularly for the contingent contemporary discursive practices. In 

other words, looking for ruptures, silences, breaks, marginal voices and subjugated 

knowledge.
103

 Foucauldian discourse analysis does not believe in universal truth or 

uncontested reality as it takes into account the historical context of a particular time. 

Foucault asserts that the traditional view of uninterrupted historical flow dominates our 

knowledge and bars us from truly understanding the interrelationship between power 

and knowledge that creates our reality, and the competition for the dominant 

interpretation of reality. Foucaultôs genealogy is used as a method of seeking 

discontinuities in the history of the discourse on IRA terrorism as portrayed in popular 

films in an attempt to explain such changes overtime.  
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To recapitulate some of the main points of Foucaultôs genealogy, three important 

features should be kept in mind. First, genealogical analysis does not look for continuity 

in a single narrative of history, but for discontinuities and ruptures. It does not look for 

origins, which would embody the essence of things, but believes that things do not have 

an essence. Finally, genealogy does not look at discourse per se, but rather concentrates 

on both the conditions surrounding discourses and the effects such discourses may 

cause.
104

 Foucaultôs denial of a single historical record reflects in the characteristic of 

genealogy as a collection of interpretative histories of interpretation.  

 

This thesis represents a critical study of terrorism. Its focus is the discourse on 

terrorismðparticularly of IRA terrorism during ñThe Troublesò. A time frame was 

given in order to situate such discourse in its historical context. The method of study is 

discourse analysis, using Jennifer Millikenôs thesis on the theoretical commitments of 

discourse analysis as a guideline in order to build a well-constructed systemic 

interpretativist research design. By using Foucauldian discourse analysis and his tool of 

genealogy, the thesis is historiographical by nature. It aims to discover the unnoticeable 

and silenced conditions for discontinuities in the development of the discourse on IRA 

terrorism. 

  

As I have already described in detail the processes of genealogy in the previous chapter, 

in order to avoid repetition I will now move on to the theoretical tools for the analysis of 

film portrayalsðfilm theory and film language.  
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Film theory section 

 

This section illustrates the various approaches to the study of film and discusses film 

language. The purpose is not to give a long and detailed account of film studies theories 

but to provide enough background for understanding the effects that motion pictures 

have on an audience, including why and how such effects are created. Film analysis will 

be used in this study as a supplement to discourse analysis. It can help explain how a 

certain discourse is created and generated through filming technique and film language. 

 

Generally, there are three groups of theories concerning film analysis: textual analysis, 

which focuses on text and the format of a film; context analysis, which emphasizes the 

context of a particular film; and audience analysis. It is important to note, however, that 

film analysis is not limited to these three approaches. Scholars may use other 

perspectives to analyze film, such as hermeneutics, genre studies, historical or cultural 

approaches, structuralism, feminism, or post-colonial studies. In this present study, 

textual (system) analysis will be employed as the main approach as this study focuses 

mainly on the discourse on terrorism in film. For this particular study, film analysis, 

film language and film discourse will be used in order to demonstrate how the particular 

discourse on óIRA Terrorismô was constructed through film portrayals. This section, 

therefore, will provide some essential principles and highlight certain techniques in film 

as an introduction for those not familiar with the cinematographic world.    

 

 

What is film? 

 

Before performing any analysis, the very first thing to be clarified is ófilmô itself. 

Although film is more tangible and concrete than concepts studied in the world of 

political science, scholars in film studies see film differently depending on their 

approach to the study of film and their particular area of interest: film as technology, 

industry, the arts, or socio-cultural practice.  
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From a technological point of view, film is an innovation of the late nineteenth century.  

The term ócinematographyô was coined from the joining of two words: ókinmaô 

(movements) and ógraphyô (record). Thus, cinematography refers to a technique of film 

photography and pictures with motion requiring new techniques in both the shooting 

and development of the film. Due to limited technology, films were produced in a 

realistic fashion telling short stories or relating real events such as trains approaching 

platforms, people sneezing, and horses running. These films displayed moving pictures 

without sound. Gradually, coupled with developments in camera technology, filming 

devices and processing technologies, films have become more sophisticated, such as 

with the development of film language, storytelling, light and sound, until we arrived at 

the films we all know today.  

 

A film industry approach sees films in terms of the profit made from films. In the early 

days, when people migrated to work in the cities, films became a low-cost form of 

entertainment that helped people escape from the harsh reality of their working lives. 

The film industry became profitable during World War II, and especially in the USA, 

the film industry became one of the most profitable industries of all, both domestically 

and internationally.  

 

As mentioned earlier, motion pictures were initially a product of new filming 

technology, cinematography, and the aesthetic perspective of moving making was rarely 

mentioned. Moviemakers, as well as film scholars, however, had been working on the 

artistic angle of movie making. The most important turning point, the Soviet montage, 

happened in the 1910s when Lev Kuleshov joined the Soviet State Film School. 

Kuleshov's experiments and his Montage theory and style showed the importance of 

editing in filmmaking. Unlike the conventional style of film making that focuses mainly 

on individual shots, Kuleshov found that the viewer's response in cinema was more to 

the editing or the ómontageô.
105

 His discovery entirely changed the way films were 

produced. From that point, film makers put more emphasis on the artistic element in 

                                                           
105

 Bordwell, David and Thompson, Kristin (1997) Film Art. An Introduction. Fifth Edition. New York: 

McGraw-Hill; http://cinetext.philo.at/reports/sv.html 



35 

 

film makingðfilm language, visual design, mise-en-scene
106

 - not purely on 

technology. Films then became works of art in themselves, and since the 1960s directors 

have been praised and recognized as óartistsô.
107

 

 

The final approach to film studies is the socio-cultural approach. Instead of targeting 

film and film production, this approach is interested in the relationship between film 

and society in two ways: first, seeing film as a reflection of society (reflectionism), and 

seeing it as a mirror reflecting the reality of all social life; secondly, seeing film from 

the perspective of constructionism, which is not concerned with knowledge per se but 

with the mechanisms of knowledge construction through film.
108

 From the 

constructionist perspective, reality can be made, and given a particular meaning, by the 

óauthorô of the film. Audiences, on the other hand, are passive knowers, unconsciously 

guided by filmmakers.  

 

 

The theory and principles of film 

 

The previous section discussed the nature of film and how different films are perceived 

according to different groups of scholars. In this section we will turn our attention to 

film theory and illustrate the importance of the theories that direct the analysis of film.  

 

Theory is a beacon that helps us see clearly the different angles of a film. At the same 

time, theory also helps us understand that we cannot see the whole truth; and we cannot 

see everything as truth, but rather as deception.
109

 Theory, as a beacon, then, can help us 

see only one side - the side where the light hits the object, leaving the other side hiding 

in the dark. Thus, one theory may be able to illuminate just one angle of a film and 
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overshadow others. Thus, if we accept a particular theory, we should also recognize the 

limits of that theory. Likewise, audiences should also remember that the shots and 

scenes in a motion picture are not all truth but are selections only; audiences are 

directed by carefully selected pictures.   

 

Nevertheless, film theories, although by no means thorough and comprehensive, are 

important and valuable tools that help us understand social phenomena and the analysis 

of film. Theories are also, therefore, a scholarôs spectacles, which fine tune the focus of 

the film. But to effectively apply such tools, scholars must always realize both the 

contribution theories make and their limitations.  

 

For this particular study, I will use textual analysis theory as the foundation for the 

analysis of empirical dataðfilm portrayalsðwhich will be used alongside discourse 

analysis. Textual analysis is not limited to text or verbal language but also encompass 

all the elements that create meaning in a motion picture - the screenplay, the acting, 

directing, lighting, cinematography, and mise en scene. In other words, it is the study of 

the whole ósystem.ô
110

 

 

Textual analysis originated in the early twentieth century at about the same time as the 

birth of motion pictures. The focal point of textual analysis is the ótextô, or the film 

itself. This approach sees films as an art form, like drama, architecture, sculpture, 

murals, music or literature. Nonetheless, motion pictures, in order to be recognized as 

an art form, must prove their aesthetic worth by developing storytelling using shots and 

sounds in order to develop their identity and distinguish themselves from other art 

forms. In the early stages, film analysis focused only on the óformô or internal structure 

of the film. This was óformalismô - a form of art that disregarded the context in which 

the films were created. 

 

As Louis Giannetti explains, "formalist film theorists believe that the art of cinema is 

possible precisely because a movie is unlike everyday life. The real world is merely a 

repository of raw material that needs to be shaped and heightened to be effective as art. 
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Film art doesn't consist of a reproduction of reality, but a translation of observed 

characteristics into the forms of the medium."
111

 Filmmakers have to utilize the 

medium, that is, the two-dimensional movie screen with its confining frame and its 

fragmented timeïspace continuum, in order to produce a world that resembles the real 

world through ófilm language.ô
112

 Everything that appears on screen, every shot, every 

sound and every silence, communicates moods and emotions to the audience in the 

same way the actors do.
113

 

 

Another approach is the órealismô approach, according to which the quality of a film is 

judged by the accuracy of its depiction of external reality. For realist filmmakers, film 

technique is less important than subject matter. The camera is just a recording device 

and should not be used to express or distort reality.
114

 Although the earliest films, such 

as Lumiereôs film entitled ñWorker Leaving the Lumiere Factoryò (1895) were based on 

showing reality on the screen, the realism approach was overshadowed by the formalist 

approach as the film industry was developing towards film art and film aesthetics rather 

than reality. However, after World War II the film industry turned back to realism. 

Films were seen as a superficial art form for the upper classes which did not tell the true 

stories of ordinary people. Realists on the other hand believe that film should focus on 

and value ordinary people, shot in real locations, using minimal editing and simple 

presentation. Realistic film was popular in post-war Italy as a part of the Italian 

neorealist movement.    

 

Nevertheless, the terms órealismô and óformalismô are used to differentiate the style of 

presentation of a film and should not be used as definitive descriptions. Instead, they 

should be employed in a broader sense, indicating the orientation of the film as 

technically-oriented or óformalistô, or as real-life-depiction-oriented or órealist.ô In 

reality, there is virtually no film that can be categorized as one hundred percent 

formalist or realist.  
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Another point worth mentioning is the confusion between órealismô and óreality.ô The 

former is the orientation of the filmôs presentation, whereas the latter refers to the 

resources for film making for both realist and formalist filmmakers. In other words, 

filmmakers belonging to either camp use órealityô as material for their film, but present 

such material in different ways. Realist filmmakers seek to depict órealityô in the least 

distorted manner using minimal film technique. Yet realist films are still far from 

óreality.ô On the other hand, formalist filmmakers prioritize the importance of form, 

structure and techniques over óreality.ô Nevertheless, for both camps films portray a 

carefully selected órealityô in which the realist approach is the more subtle. In other 

words, realist filmmakers present their carefully crafted films as genuine mirrors of the 

real world with more emphasis on ówhatô to present rather than óhowô to present it. 

However, it is also important to bear in mind that órealistô films are easier to make than 

avant-garde films. For formalist filmmakers, reality is expressed through óformsô or 

ótechniquesô of presentation according to a filmmakerôs perception of órealityô, which 

can be expressed either in spectacular fashion or in abstract form.  

 

Types of film are not confined only to realism and formalism. Between these two 

extremes there is another category of film called ófiction filmô, or óclassical cinemaô. 

The term óclassicalô can be described as standard or moderate, meaning this type of film 

does not lean heavily towards any specific orientation. Nevertheless, understanding 

films from the two extremes is a useful frame of reference for analysis. 

 

Regardless of the camp each film belongs to, all films communicate with audiences 

through ófilm languageô. Senders, that is, directors, producers and editors, use moving 

images to create meaning in film. Audiences, as receivers, decode such meaning in the 

same fashion as we do for spoken or written language but to a greater degree. We base 

our own interpretation of moving images on our past experience, knowledge and 

expectations in order to shape the meaning we take from what we see. An important 

aspect of film language is its compelling nature and its appearance of reality based on 

its pre-existing forms of expression, namely image, speech, music, sound and written 

material.
115

 All of these components enable film to generate meaning from social events 
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and offer filmgoers an appearance of reality. Watching a film is like watching a 

ñwindow on the worldòða kind of window we do not want to stop watching.
116

 Film is 

composed of many elementsðphotography, audio, editing, music score, script, actorsð

that together carry certain meanings for the audience.  

 

 

Film elements 

 

1. Photography/ Visual art 

 

Photography is certainly not the only element of film but is the most powerful. The 

phrase ñshow, donôt tellò has often been used to illustrate the power of the visual. An 

example of this is Ang Leeôs ñLife of Piò, which is praised as ña miraculous 

achievement of storytelling and a landmark of visual mastery.ò
117

 Life of Pi tells two 

versions of the same shipwreck story. The first with the help of visual images to project 

events during the 227 days that a young man and a Bengal tiger are afloat in the open 

sea. The second version of the same story is re-told by the same man but this time 

without any visual aids and using only narrative. The audience can easily recognize that 

the first version is more interesting and more powerful. The visual makes storytelling 

more vivid.  

 

 

1.1  The shot or frame size 

 

In cinema, filmmakers control what we see and how we see it. Different distances 

between the camera and the subjects create different framings and shot sizes; different 

sizes communicate different meanings. Moviemakers can use different shot sizes not 

only to tell a story but also to reflect their thoughts or emotions.  
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Shot size is a matter of camera and subject but there is no fixed measurement of shot 

size and it depends on how each individual sees it. A medium shot for one director 

might equal a close up shot for another. The generally accepted rule is to use the size of 

the subject that appears on the screen as a guide. Traditionally, realist directors use the 

same shot size throughout the film in order to establish the audience as an objective 

observer. Formalist directors on the other hand do not hesitate to use extreme close up 

shots or extreme long shots. They tend to use different shot sizes to depict what they 

want to do to the audienceôs emotions, either positively or negatively. 

 

Typically, there are six shot sizes: 

 

¶ Extreme long shot (ELS): normally used to emphasize the splendour of the 

actors and the scene, providing the viewer with the context of the subsequent 

closer shots; also known as an establishing shot. 

 

¶ Long shot (LS): shows the full body length of the character in order to show 

context. Realist filmmakers favour this type of shot because it provides 

information about the surrounding context as well as the character.  

 

¶ Full shot (FS): a type of long shot which includes the full length of the human 

body. It is long enough for the audience to see the characterôs full body gestures, 

and close enough to see their facial expressions.  

 

¶ Medium shot (MS): a relatively close shot, revealing a moderate amount of 

detail. A medium shot of a figure generally includes the body from the knees or 

waist up, is normally used in a dialogue scene. However, MS cannot carry more 

than three people, unless the other characters are acting as background for the 

lead character.  

 

Another type of MS is called over-the-shoulder shot, depicting two characters in the 

same frame. One actor is photographed head-on from over the shoulder of another actor 

to portray a dialogue scene between two actors. 
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¶ Close-up (CU): shows a detailed view of a person or object, usually with fewer 

contexts being provided. A close-up shot shows intimacy or emphasizes 

particular details over others. 

 

¶ Extreme close-up (ECU): gives a spot-detail of a person or object such as an 

eye or a mouth. Normally, extreme close-ups are used as an emotional trigger or 

in some cases as a distraction. 

 

 

1.2  The angles 

 

The angle is another crucial technique that filmmakers can use to give pictures different 

meanings or to express a directorôs feelings towards a particular character or event. 

Metaphorically, camera angle is like an adjective filmmakers give to their subjects. It 

refers to the angle of the camera relative to the subject/s. Camera angle is determined by 

the position of the camera, not the position of the subject. Different angles give different 

meanings or interpretations, though they depict the same subject.  

 

Realist filmmakers normally avoid using high degree angles but rather opt for a normal 

eye-level angle to represent the audienceôs normal view. This angle is direct and easy to 

relate, thus both formalist and realist filmmakers use this kind of angle regularly, 

especially at the beginning of the film in order to establish some common ground or to 

provide information. Formalist directors do not see the depiction of reality as all that 

necessary. Rather, they believe that the distortion of reality leads to greater truth 

(symbolic truth).  

 

Formalists and realists both realize that audiences position themselves towards 

characters through the lens of the camera. Realists try to focus the audienceôs attention 

towards the event depicted in the scene as if directly observed by the audience. In this 

case, the role of the camera is minimized. The formalists would do the opposite in order 

to make an audience realize how the camera works for them. 
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Five camera angles used in film: 

  

¶ Birdôs eye view: the most unnatural angle since we rarely see things directly 

from above. What the audience sees from a birdôs eye view is almost abstract. 

Most of the time, a birdôs eye view angle is used to depict events from afar, 

almost like 'godôs eye'. In this type of angle, human beings are small and 

unimportant. However, when birdôs eye view is used with a CU shot, it portrays 

the character as being in a tight corner, or helpless.  

 

¶ High angle: is used to photograph a subject from just a little distance above. It 

is not as powerful as the birdôs eye view, but seeing the subject from a high 

angle diminishes the importance of the subject and makes them appear less 

powerful and more submissive. However, the meaning of this camera angle is 

not definite. In many cases, analysts must bring the context or the storyline of 

that particular moment into consideration. In some cases, high angle represents 

an event that is going to happen in the near future.  

 

¶ Eye-level angle: an angle in which the camera is placed at the subjectôs height. 

From this angle, the actor is looking at the lens - he doesnôt have to look up or 

down, so eye-level angle portrays neutrality. This angle often carries little 

dramatic power, thus it is ideal for romantic comedies and news casting.  

 

¶ Low angle: is captured from a camera placed below the actorôs eyes, looking up 

at them. It has the opposite effect of high angle shots. Low angle makes 

characters look dominant, aggressive and, to certain extent, heroic. And when 

used with an action scene, it depicts chaos, excitement, and confusion.  

 

¶ Oblique angle or dutch angle: Oblique angle uses a titled camera to depict 

uncertainty, disorientation or an unstable state of mind.  
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1.3  Lighting  

 

The ñphotoò in photography means light. Light is a very crucial element in filming for 

both moving and still pictures. Lighting is the control (or sometimes lack of control) of 

light that bounces off objects and reflects back into the camera lens. The magic of 

lighting and shadow increases the depth of the object in the picture and decreases the 

two-dimensionality of film. Lighting can be implemented in many different ways in 

order to create different film effects. Lighting arrangements do not always aim to make 

objects easily visible, but sometimes to create shadows in order to conceal something, 

or to show or hide feelings. In other words, lighting has a large effect on the overall 

"feeling" of the film. It can create a wide array of feelings from dramatic to comic and 

everything in between.  

 

Lighting is an important feature of the óformô of representation. It can have a greater 

influence on the content than the content per se. Lighting and shadow play a more 

important role in black-and-white films because colour diminishes shadow and thus 

decreases depth and flattens the image.  

 

 

Three forms of lighting arrangements 

 

¶ High key lighting: uses light in a way that creates a low level of contrast 

between the brighter and darker areas of a particular shot. There are usually very 

few shadows in a scene shot using high key lighting, especially on the principal 

characters or the main focus of the scene. This type of lighting can be used in 

many different types of shot and for various purposes, mostly to show positive 

feelings such as happy scenes in musicals or comedies. 

 

¶ Low key lighting: is normally used to create dramatic effects associated with 

horror films or film noir (crime drama). Low key lighting creates heavy shadows 

and lights up only specific areas, highlighted for special effect. Low key lighting 
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is good for creating suspense, fear, or seclusion, as used in horror films or 

thrillers as well as film noir.  

 

¶ High contrast lighting: is dominated by harsh lines of light combined with 

dramatic streaks of blackness. This lighting style tends to amplify the use of 

shadows to created dark feelings such as 'hauntedness'. High contrast lighting 

suggests a sense of anxiety or confusion.
118

 

 

 

1.4   Colour 

 

Colour works at the sub-conscious level of the human mind, relating to emotions or 

atmosphere rather than depicting direct meaning or symbolic interpretation. Humans are 

less consciously responsive to colours; we let colour guide our feelings sub-consciously. 

The earliest films used colours to portray imaginary scenes, while black and white was 

used for everyday life. The pioneer filmmakers believed colour could decrease the 

artistic nature of a film (just like sound).  

 

Colour can convey specific meanings and arouse certain feelings. For example, the 

colour red means racy, spicy, energetic, or dangerous, while blue can mean cheerful and 

bright in one culture or grieving in another. Interestingly enough, as Bruce Block 

discusses, the use of colour can be misunderstood and stereotyped. As we already know, 

red is normally stereotyped as meaning danger but in fact danger can be portrayed by 

any colour if it is properly defined. For example, if every murder in a film occurs in 

blue light, the audience will expect a murder every time they see blue light, or will feel 

excited or even scared every time blue light is presented. In this case, the meaning of a 

colour is established and the audience responds accordingly.
119
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1.5   Framing or the frame 

 

Framing refers to the size and position of objects relative to the edge of the screen; the 

arrangement of objects so that they fit within the actual boundaries of the film. Framing 

is a process that lets the audience have a certain focus by limiting how and where to 

look, which are needed to be blurred out. It may include the setting of the foreground to 

emphasize certain meanings. Filmmakers use frame size to communicate with an 

audience through a two-dimensional movie screen in order to create the same feeling of 

the real three-dimensional world. Depth can be created when the right framing is 

used.
120

 

 

 

1.6  Camera movement 

 

Camera movement is used to express certain meanings. Some kinds of movement 

portray direct meaning. Some other kinds depict implications only.  

 

¶ Panning: a horizontal movement (from left to right or vice versa) of a standstill 

camera reveals a characterôs 'visual'. Normally, panning is used for following 

characters as they move in order to keep them within the frame. In the case of 

extreme long shot, panning is used to show a picturesque landscape.  

 

¶ Tilting:  a movement in a vertical direction (up or down) while the camera 

remains fixed also represents the 'visual' of a character.  

 

¶ Dolly shot: unlike the first two types, a dolly shot is used to depict movement. It 

can also track movements on the side of objects, such as moving cars, by placing 

the dolly parallel to objects. For making a dolly shot, a camera will be placed on 

a dolly and moved from left to right (or vice versa), or from back to front.
121 

While a dolly shot gives a steady and smooth moving feeling, a handheld shot, 
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in which a camera is placed on a handheld device, gives a more exciting feeling, 

as if the audience is moving with the character.  

 

¶ Crane shot: filmmaking today is more of a spectacle than in the past and this is 

partly due to technological changes which can make a two-dimensional film feel 

like a real life experience. One of the most important changes is the invention of 

the crane shot. This is a shot with a camera placed on a mobile support device 

which can rise high above the ground and move in virtually all directions, hence 

creating different perspectives and visual fields in the film. This technique 

makes visual storytelling more interesting by creating an intensified 

continuity.
122

 

 

¶ Handheld shot: refers to a shot where the camera is held by the camera 

operator.   Compared to the steady and smooth movement of a dolly, handheld 

shots give a shaky, uncertain feeling, yet with real human movement. Handhelds 

are often associated with realism. Bear in mind, however, that no single 

technique ever has the same meaning in every film (a handheld shot might, in 

some films, be used to decrease the sense of realism).
123

 

 

 

2. Editing 

 

Another important feature of film language is editing. Editing is how to tell a story. 

Looking back to the early days of film making, the film ñWorker Leaving the Lumiere 

Factoryò (1895) simply showed workers walking out of a factory. There was no film 

language or editing. The film was just a record of real life, just like a recording of an 

academic seminar or a broadcast of a sporting event. Not long after ñWorker Leaving 

the Lumiere Factoryò was released, a French filmmaker, George Melies, introduced 

editing techniques into his film ñA Trip to the Moonò (1902).  
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Editing can shorten or broaden time and space in a film. We donôt have to wait six 

hours to see a character driving from Konstanz to Prague. With editing, the film can 

achieve this in a couple of minutes. In short, film editing is essentially about how to 

utilize raw footage to tell a good story by selecting shots and combing them into 

sequences. ñA Trip to the Moonò is best known for its óstop trick techniqueô, in which 

the camera operator would stop filming long enough for something on screen to be 

altered, added, or taken away. Shots from the stop trick technique were carefully 

selected and spliced together in order to create special effects on film, such as the 

disappearance of objects.
124

 Though this cutting edge technique was considered magical 

for that time, it was just that - a magic show.  

 

The first film really to use film editing as film language was Edwin S. Porterôs 1903 

film óThe Great Train Robberyô, which used swift cutting to tell a story about a robbery 

and connected the scenes of the robbery on the train with other events. Many followed 

the art of storytelling using film language, especially the movie óThe Birth of Nationô 

(1915) by D. W. Griffith, which was commercially successful and well known for its 

outstanding film technique. From that point onwards, the 'motion picture' was 

established and referred to as the seventh art.  

 

The development of film storytelling, especially using film editing, has continued to 

develop in Europe. In the Soviet Union, the government established the State Film 

School. One of the schoolôs graduates, Sergei Eisenstein, invented a new and unique 

editing technique known as the Soviet Montage. Eisenstein believed that cuts should 

stimulate the audience either through repetition of a previous scene (overlapping 

editing) or a jump cut, in which some shots are disregarded so that the event takes less 

time than in reality.
125

 These are some outstanding examples of film editing. Since this 

research study is not about film technique per se, all these examples are used to point 

out that film, in order to emotionally connect with viewers, utilizes many effects and 

techniques. This is what film scholars call film language, which engages with audiences 

in various senses simultaneously.   
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3. Sound 

 

The Jazz Singer was the first 'talky' film (film with sound) and was released in 1927. 

Soon after that, the film industry in Hollywood turned towards this kind of film and 

silent film was soon forgotten. We cannot underestimate the power of audio in the film. 

Soundðeverything we hear from the audio track of the filmðmakes film more real. A 

meaningful sound track is often as complicated as the image on the screen. The three 

types of sound in a film are dialogue, sound effects, and music.  

 

 

3.1  Dialogue  

 

Dialogue validates the character as a real person. As with stage drama, dialogue serves 

to tell the story and express the feelings and motivations of the characters.  

 

 

3.2  Sound effects 

 

There are two types of sound effects: synchronous and asynchronous. 

¶ Synchronous sounds are those which are synchronized or matched with what is 

seen on screen and which help to create a feeling of órealnessô in film. For 

example, the clicking sound of a door being opened helps convince the audience 

that the image they are seeing is real.  

 

¶ Asynchronous Unlike synchronous sounds, asynchronous sounds come from 

sources other than the visible source of the sound on screen. Such sounds are 

included so as to provide an appropriate emotional nuance, and they may also 

add to the realism of the film. 
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3.3 Music 

 

Background music is used to add emotion and rhythm to a film. Background music is 

usually not meant to be noticeable. It provides a tone or an emotional attitude towards 

the story or the characters. In addition, background music often indicates a change in 

mood. In some cases, background music helps the audience understand linking scenes. 

For example, a particular musical theme associated with an individual character or 

situation may be repeated at various points in a film.
126

 

 

In conclusion, textual or system film analysis is mainly concerned with patterns - 

methods of portraying reality in the aesthetics of film design. Patterns can be expressed 

in various ways. Visual patterns are expressed through the photography and mise en 

scene, while aural patterns are expressed through dialogue, symbolic sound effects, and 

musical motifs. Likewise, filming techniques such as camera movement and film 

editing are often key to film aesthetics and film language. These are the key elements of 

film language that will be used in this study.  

 

Film language makes motion pictures go far beyond being a mere replica of what is 

being filmed, but is the way in which film makers, with their aesthetic capabilities, 

communicate with the audience and emotionally connect with them. In the words of 

psychologist Hugo Munsterberg, óto picture emotions must be the central aim of the 

photoplay.ô
127

 

 

The early motion picture was exactly what its name suggestedðpictures in motion. It 

looked like a record of a stage performance in comparison to modern-day films. Film 

makers have come a long way in piling up feelings and emotions in order to make films 

more than just a series of images. As Munsterberg suggests, in a motion pictures 

audiences do not simply see a few moving pictures; rather, film sets off psychological 

processes in the viewers. When watching a film, an audience is very active in their 
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psychological functions, including in their perception of depth and movement, their 

attention, memory and imagination, and their emotions. It is the viewers themselves 

who give meaning to the movement and depth of static and two-dimensional pictures 

using memory and attention processes that respond to screen images based on their 

personal experience.
128

 But most importantly, Munsterberg discovered that in terms of 

the aesthetic attitudes of filmgoers, they do not always use the full potential of the brain. 

In other words, involuntary or subliminal information, or a clue given by the film 

director, is more powerful than information intentionally searched for by the viewers.
129

 

Creating emotions and feelings is thus the aesthetic task of making a film another art 

form. Therefore, film language has been developed to create such feelings in the 

audience by using the different techniques discussed above to subtly direct viewers in 

the desired direction. This differs from theatre in that audiences have the freedom to 

perceive as they wish. 
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CHAPTER 3 

 

MASTER NARRATIVE ñTHE TROUBLESò 
  



52 

 

Master narrative: ñThe Troublesò (1968-1998)  

 

 

A dark, unforgettable, history of an outburst of anger, desperation, and long years of 

oppression triggered by an unfortunate move tragically resulted in more than 3000 

deaths, thousands of injuries
130

 and much more irreparable, incalculable damage, 

written in blood, tears and ruins. 

 

The partition of Ireland into North and South represented the failed attempt of the 

Marxist IRA to remove the British Army from the whole of the island of Ireland. 

Southern Ireland, now free of the British Army, became the Republic of Ireland; 

Northern Ireland, the industrial area, became Northern Ireland and remained part of the 

United Kingdom. 

 

From 1921, 'colonized' but legally a part of the United Kingdom,
131

 Northern Ireland 

witnessed continuing tensions between the majority- powerful Protestants, mainly Irish 

and Scottish Loyalists, and the minority- the underprivileged Nationalist Catholics.
132

 

 

Ironically, there was always a somewhat sectarian and physical division between 

Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland even in terms of geography. This 

emphasized the contrast between the two 'sides' and further deepened the scars. 

 

Things had never gone well for the Catholics of the north. Out of work and living in 

poor conditions, being empty-handed had always been part of their daily life, while it 

seemed as though the sun always shone on 'the others', who had everything and took 

everything from them.
133

 Not surprisingly, the Catholics who lower in status did not 

wish Northern Ireland to remain part of the United Kingdom but to be part of the 
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Republic of Ireland
134

. The Republican movement, including the provisional IRA and 

Sinn Fein, was the direct result of this situation. Their only desire was to remove the 

British from Northern Ireland and to unite it with the motherland.
135

 

 

However, the problem was that Northern Ireland was governed by the Unionists.
136

 

 

In 1968, a civil, non-violent movement was conducted by the Nationalists in order to 

negotiate for the rights of the minorities; it was not successful. In fact, it ended with an 

act of violence carried out by the Loyalist police
137

. The violence escalated into a full-

blown battle in Derry in 1969 between the Nationalist Catholics and the Royal Ulster 

Constabulary, known as ñThe Battle of the Bogsideò
138

. The battle gave birth to a new 

generation of the IRA
139

. 

 

The riots spread to Belfast and, out of fear of an IRA resurrection, Protestant mobs 

invaded the Catholic area and drove the Nationalists out onto the street. The same 

scenario repeated itself again. This time it was the Loyalists who attacked the Catholics. 

The street riots escalated into a civil war so violent that people of both sides had to run 

for their lives. But still the IRA was not in sight. 

 

Finally, the British Army was called in to control the situation. They saved the 

Catholics and the peace of Belfast was restored
140

. After this, the Catholics fully 

embraced the British Army as their heroes, and political power was back in the hands of 

the Unionist government. However, the Marxist IRA was humiliated by all of this. This 

caused a serious conflict between the Marxists and the Traditionalists and the latter 

decided to use physical force to remove the British from Ireland. A split inevitably 
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happened and the Provisionals, the new IRA, led by a new Republican leader, Gerry 

Adams, was born. 

 

The Provisionals never lacked recruits as many any people wanted to be part of the 

movement
141

. Once they had joined, recruits received training in combat techniques and 

how to use modern weapons - whether homemade, bought or stolen. A large number of 

weapons were supplied from the USA, alongside other kinds of support, including 

financial.
142

 Arms were for short term defense, protecting the Nationalist communities, 

and for long term offensive use ï attacking the Loyalists and Protestant economic 

targets and, especially, removing the British from the country. 

 

So, when there was a riot in Belfast in 1970, started by the Loyalists, the Provisionals 

were ready. They fought back and became known by the Nationalist Catholics as their 

new defenders. Notably, the British Army did not intervene in this riot, but shortly 

afterwards, on instructions from the government, the Army made a thorough search for 

the arms. Houses were ransacked; curfews were called; the Army was marching down 

the streets. Though different views were shared from different groups of people, one 

thing was certain: the new IRA was now seen as the community's sole defender. 

 

By the end of 1970, the IRA had planted 153 bombs, largely targeting Protestant 

businesses.
143

 As the IRA stepped up their campaign, they were nonetheless careful to 

keep the growing support from Catholics; the Army stepped up their response and the 

honeymoon between the Catholics and the British Army was over. There were street 

riots every day. Many people were killed, including newly married 20-year-old Gunner 

Robert Curtis, who is often said to have been the first British soldier killed on duty in 

Ireland since 1921
144

. This incident provoked further violence on all sides; the IRA now 

had an appetite for violence. 
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In a failed attempt to control the situation, the government used a policy of 

internment.
145

 The violence intensified and escalated to a new level with an increasing 

number of soldiers and civilians killed by the IRA. 

 

However, in the eyes of Tommy McKearney and Richard McAuley, former members of 

the IRA, this was not criminal activity, it was war. This was no different from a man 

joining the army to defend their country in a war.
146

 

 

ñItôs about the war. We were in a war. And in a war, one does things, that in other 

circumstances he doesnôt consider doing.ò
147

 (0.32.40) 

 

Then in Derry in 1972 came 'Bloody Sunday', which happened despite what began as a 

peaceful street march with the British Army receiving support from the Nationalists. 

Thirteen unarmed Catholics were shot dead, and in Derry and Belfast the IRA took 

revenge with more bombs in commercial centers and more shootings of soldiers and 

police. 

 

In the same year, there was a secret meeting between the Northern Ireland secretary, 

Lord Rees, and a representative of the Provisional army council, John Kelly, concerning 

a permanent ceasefire.
148

 The talks were unsuccessful. Twenty bombs exploded in the 

city over the next two weeks. The Unionist government was suspended for the first time 

in fifty years and William Whitelaw from Westminster took charge of Northern Ireland 

as secretary of state.
149

 For the Provisionals, it was bombing, not talking, that now 

produced results. 

 

The proof of this is that in a secret meeting between a delegation from the IRA 

(including Martin McGuinness, David OôConnel, Sean Macstiofain, and Gerry Adams) 
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and an MI6 Intelligence Officer, Frank Steele, and the Northern Ireland Secretary of 

State William.
150, 151

 

 

Whitelaw at a house by the River Thames in London, there was no negotiation, only a 

demand from Sean Macstiofain concerning the future of Ireland that was to be carried 

out by 1975. There was no settlement, only the promise of future negotiations.
152,153

 

 

Upset by the stalemate, the Provisionals re-opened a war that led to what we now know 

as Bloody Friday. Many were killed in the bombings but the IRA insisted that it was the 

fault of the British government for withholding information from the public. Since the 

bombings in Ireland could not produce the results they wanted, their next move was to 

plant bombs in London, although the campaign in Belfast continued relentlessly.
154

 

 

While the IRA believed that they could win the war with the British Army, the fact is 

that the latter was more successful, especially in terms of capturing IRA volunteers. In 

1973, two of the most senior IRA commanders, Gerry Adams and Brendan Hughes, 

were arrested and detained at Long Kesh Detention Centre. Prisoners here considered 

themselves war veterans and could enjoy certain privileges, such as wearing their own 

clothes. 

 

However, Long Kesh was also known as a school for terrorists where revolution theory, 

military education and politics were taught to young Provisionals. Perhaps it was during 

the time they were detained here that the Provisionals started to realize that there was no 

such thing as an easy victory and that violence alone could not bring about their aims. A 

new strategy, the Long War, was devised here, especially by Gerry Adams, Brendan 

Hughes and Bobby Sands. Gerry Adams strongly believed that it was very important for 
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the Republicans to have a strong political base and to step up the campaign of 

violence.
155

 

 

In 1974, the nationalist SDLP and some Unionists came together to form an agreement. 

This was a vehicle of the British Government, who hoped that in giving the Nationalists 

a role in government they would be able to undermine the IRA in Dublin; however, the 

Loyalists disagreed with this plan and called a strike, supported by the Protestants. This 

was a warning message was sent to the IRA. 

 

Later, there was a meeting between an IRA delegation, the leader of Sinn Fein, and a 

representative from the British government to discuss the structure of a disengagement 

plan, during which time there was a brief truce. However, the Loyalists deliberately 

interrupted the talks by attacking Catholics in order to provoke the IRA. The plan was 

successful. Although the meetings continued, the truce was over when the IRA became 

convinced that the British government did not plan to withdraw. 

 

Unlike people on the outside, Gerry Adams and others at Long Kesh believed that the 

Provisional leadership was naive to believe the British government's proposition. In 

order to succeed, they needed far more political sophistication and to be militarily much 

stronger. 

 

A new policy of 'criminalization' was designed to undermine the IRA and destroy the 

legitimacy of their political claims. The Provisionals were locked up in the H-Blocks of 

the Maze Prison. Here, there were none of the privileges of Long Kesh. Suspects were 

tried before special courts, without a jury, convicted on the basis of imaginary 

statements, locked up in their cells, treated as criminals, and had to wear the same 

prison clothing as the other inmates. Many Provisionals refused to wear the suits and 

wore blankets instead; they were severely ill treated by prison officers. 
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In 1978, there were more than 300 Provisional prisoners at the Maze. All of them 

refused to wear prison suits and became known as the blanket men.
156, 157

 There were 

allegations of harassment of prisoners by prison officers while on their way to the 

washroom and the protests that had already begun escalated. The prisoners refused to do 

prison jobs and even to leave their cell to use the toilet. Excrement was smeared over 

the walls and living conditions became very poor. In one interview, a prisoner spoke 

openly of sleeping on a sponge bed soaked in urine for three years.
158

 

 

That the prisoners had to stay in their cells in such appalling conditions went largely 

unreported. There were further allegations of brutality from prison officers, including 

having prisoners strip-searched after visiting hours in case someone had smuggled in a 

letter or other items. In return for such treatment, the IRA killed seventeen off -duty 

prison officers and a prison governor. 

 

In 1977, Gerry Adams was released and is alleged to have become the IRA chief of 

staff, thus giving the organization a much-needed boost. In 1978 Adams re-organized 

the IRA (partly to prevent infiltration) and so increased its effectiveness, leading to still 

more devastating results. The IRA assassinated the Queenôs uncle, Lord Mountbatten, 

and killed soldiers with two massive car bombs that injured many others. These attacks 

represented the largest losses the British had suffered since 1969.
159

 

 

Inside the Maze Prison, the Provisional prisoners made more demands - political status 

and exemption from prison work among others - but their demands were rejected by 

Margaret Thatcher, who was Prime Minister at the time. In 1980, seven Provisional 

prisoners played the only card they still held and began a hunger strike.
160

 The move 

was supported by thousands of Catholics and this showed that the political base Adams 

was looking for now existed. 
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Although the IRA leadership was against the hunger strike, they made contact with an 

MI6 agent who had been involved with the negotiations in 1975. It appeared that the 

British government may consider the prisoners' demands, and convinced that their 

demands would be met, the seven called off their hunger strike on day 53. Realizing, 

however, that they had been betrayed by the government, they started a second hunger 

strike. This strike was led by Bobby Sands, a candidate for Sinn Fein, the political arm 

of the IRA. Sandsô election became headlines all over the world; violence and politics 

now worked hand in hand.
161

 

 

While Sandsô supporters hoped the British government would compromise, the British 

government believed that the second hunger strike would collapse like the first one. As 

for Thatcher, the prisoners' efforts could not be considered political as their actions were 

criminal. 

 

ñCrime is crime, is crime, is crime.ò 
162

 

 

But she and the British government did compromise.
163

 

 

Bobby Sands died on day 66 of the hunger strike. Hundreds of thousands of people 

went to his funeral. The strike had galvanized huge support for the prisonersô cause. 

 

Nine more prisoners died in 1981 but still Thatcher did not bend.
164

 Finally, the hunger 

strike collapsed. What appeared to represent a great victory for Thatcher actually led to 

Adamsôs election in 1983, clearly showing that the hunger strikers had won. In 1984, 

Thatcher paid the price. The IRA planted a bomb in a hotel in Brighton where numerous 

delegates of the Conservative Party Conference were staying. Although the PM and her 

ministers survived, five other people died in the attack and it became clearer than ever 
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that to be successful the IRA needed to couple its political campaign with its campaign 

of violence. 

 

Since 1981, the IRA had been searching the USA for more powerful weapons, such as 

missiles that could take down British helicopters. By 1986, the IRA had become more 

sophisticated and deadly; the British Government fought back, even attempting to 

penetrate the IRA by setting moles and sending in intelligence operatives such as 

Raymond Gilmour. 

 

The operation was successful. The names of volunteers and high ranking IRA leaders 

were discovered. Many were arrested, but although they were later released due to 

insufficient evidence, the IRA was certainly affected by this operation. The British 

government stepped up their campaign, inviting the general public to become 

informants. 

 

The other method used by the British government was to attempt to extract information 

about key IRA operatives from IRA volunteers, but this was not so successful. From all 

of this infiltration, the military side of the IRA was to some degree weakened, but the 

political side, Sinn Fein, was flourishing. 

 

In order to halt the rise of Sinn Fein, in 1985 the British government signed the Anglo-

Irish Agreement with the Irish government. This attracted the support of anti-violence 

Nationalists, but created uproar among the Unionists. The IRA, meanwhile, was 

brimming with confidence because they had a new source of lethal weapons in Libya 

and so-armed they were now in a position to launch, for the first time, a full scale 

offensive operation. 

 

The next strategy was to create a circular liberated zone by terminating all isolated 

police stations in the village Ballygawly. Deglan Arthurs and five associates (who had 

all known Martin Hurson who died in the hunger strike in 1981) were actively involved 

and became part of one of the most fearless and ruthless units within the IRA. Arthurs 

and three others were shot dead during a gunfight in 1987. The other two, Martin 
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McCaughey (a Sinn Fein council member and IRA volunteer) and his friend Dessy 

Grew were shot dead in an SAS ambush. The SAS became a particularly lethal weapon 

of the British Army, killing more than twenty IRA volunteers. 

 

Controversial though it was, the SAS was highly effective in its campaign against the 

IRA. In 1990, with chances of winning the war diminishing, Martin McGuinness held 

secret talks with British intelligence about the possibility of peace. 

 

At this time, John Major was the new Prime Minister, and he and his ministers also 

became targets of the IRA. Major said that as soon as he was in a position to do so, he 

would consider Ireland to be top of his priority list and would take steps towards 

securing peace for that country. However, he was distracted by the Gulf War and it took 

a series of bombs outside the parliament buildings to draw his attention back to the 

situation in Ireland. 

 

Nevertheless, the IRA started talking to the British government. In 1990 it was clear to 

both sides that the conflict had reached its final phase; the IRA knew it had to engage in 

constitutional politics as well as fight the war. 

 

This idea drew public support for Adams and McGuinness causing a split in Sinn Fein. 

Adams and McGuinness led the Provisionals in a new direction, joining constitutional 

politics with violence. 

 

But Father Alec Reed, Adamsôs priest, called Adams and John Hume, a leader within 

the SDLP, to put an end to the killing. In 1988 it looked like he had succeeded. Then 

came the notion that the people of Ireland should be able to decide the future of their 

country without British involvement, and discussions were accelerated by the killing of 

three IRA volunteers by the SAS.
165
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However, at the funeral, a Loyalist, Michael Stone, shot at random and bombed the 

cemetery. Three IRA volunteers were killed and fifteen mourners were injured. Later, 

two British soldiers attending a funeral of one of the victims were brutally killed by the 

IRA. This led to Reed, Adams and Hume making the much-needed settlement.
166

 

 

Brutality had its price. Sinn Fein lost sixteen seats from the council election. Adams lost 

his seat in Westminster. The SDLP now represented a majority among the Nationalists. 

 

In the village of Cuppa, three members of the IRA were killed by a Loyalist. The killing 

was aimed at encouraging the IRA to stop their campaign and moving the Provisionals 

towards a settlement. In 1993, John Major received a message, allegedly from Martin 

McGuinness. 

 

ñThe conflict is over, but we need your advice on how to bring it to an end.ò (2.47.13) 

 

Major claimed that he took it seriously, seeing it as a chance to end the long-term 

dispute. Martin McGuinnness denied that the message was from him, claiming it was 

the result of an intelligence error, but a meeting was arranged. 

 

Three days before the meeting, a bomb killed two children and injured fifteen others. 

The meeting in Derry went ahead, however, and included Martin McGuiness and Jerry 

Kelly for the Provisionals, and the British government represented by an officer of MI5, 

who made the following statement: 

 

ñAny settlement not involving people of North and South wonôt work...The solution is 

union. Itôs going to happen anyway...Unionists will have to change. This island will be 

as one.ò
167

  

 

The IRA was skeptical of the statement. A month later, they detonated a bomb in the 

heart of London, killing one person and injuring thirty others. 
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In 1992, the new Irish Prime Minister, Albert Reynolds, was keen to take what Adams 

and Hume had started to a higher level. In 1993 he had a secret meeting in Dublin with 

the cabinet secretary, Sir Robin Butler, who was sent there by John Major and who took 

the documents back to London. The result was nothing new and just repeated the ideas 

of Adams and Hume. 

 

While the two Prime Ministers were negotiating the re-unification of Ireland, there were 

killings by the Loyalists, which brought a response from the IRA. But this was a 

mistake. There were no Loyalists among the victims and many innocent people, and the 

bomber, were killed in the operation. The Loyalists nonetheless retaliated: a gunman 

walked into a pub and shot six Catholics and a Protestant. 

 

At this point, Major was no longer willing to speak to any member of the IRA 

leadership as he believed that those who seek peace would not walk the way of 

violence. The meeting between the two Prime Ministers continued, however. The talks 

were heated and there was no settlement, but Reynolds eventually made an agreeable 

proposition. Although Major was enthusiastic about what he and Reynolds had achieved 

to this point and about the future of Ireland, the Provisional prisoners were still skeptical 

as they had been fighting the Unionist veto for so long. But they recognized the 

Unionistsô consent. 

 

Six months later a ceasefire was announced by Adams and McGuinness, although 

Provisional hardliners were yet to be convinced that a ceasefire was the best idea. With 

the ceasefire in place, the Irish government was ready to negotiate with the British 

government. Within a few days, Reynolds was seen in public with Adams and Hume, 

who had helped to make this happen. Sometime afterwards the Loyalists made the same 

announcement. 

 

At first, there was concern among the IRA about the permanency of the arrangement, 

but the government was keen to get on with the next stage, namely decommissioning ï 

the handing over of the arsenal weapons held by the IRA and Loyalist paramilitaries. It 
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became immediately obvious, however, that the IRA was not willing to hand over a 

single rifle. 

 

In 1995, with the ceasefire in place for almost a year, there were no negotiations in 

progress. The IRA were getting restless - dangerously so. 

 

Bill Clinton, US president at the time, made an official visit to Ireland to celebrate the 

ceasefire, fully aware of how fragile the situation was. He addressed and assured the 

people of Belfast that the USA would do its best to support peace in Ireland, and 

Senator George Mitchel was asked to lead talks aimed at breaking the deadlock. 

 

ñThe parties should consider some decommissioning...If broadly acceptable...an elective 

process could contribute to the building of confidence.ò
168

  

 

In 1996, however, the ceasefire was broken by a bombing in London. The peace process 

was in ruins. The bomb killed two people, injured a hundred, and caused a hundred 

million pounds worth of damage. McGuinness and Adams claimed no knowledge of 

this campaign, but the truth was that Adams had learned about the bomb prior to its 

detonation and made a phone call to President Clintonôs national security advisor, Tony 

Lake, before the bomb went off.
169

 England was clearly still a target of the new IRA 

campaign. 

 

As time passed, however, the Provisionals lost heart for the continuing war with the 

Loyalists. With the forthcoming UK election they also did not want to hurt Sinn Fein. 

Adams won his seat in West Belfast and McGuinness in Middlestep. The future looked 

bright for Sinn Fein as it was now in a good position to negotiate with the Loyalists and 

the new British government, led by the new Prime Minister, Tony Blair. There was 

renewed hope for peace. 

 

But the shootings continued. The IRA killed two policemen, and the decommissioning 

process was halted. 
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In 1997, there were some tensions when 8000 Nationalists attempted to put a halt to 

5000 Loyalists, police and soldiers marching to the Nationalistsô residence to call for 

peace. The resulting standoff was resolved by a public mass conducted for people of all 

groups. 

 

The IRA responded with a new ceasefire, and Sinn Fein was finally admitted to all-

party talks. It was impressive to see people from the different groups now choosing to 

build on what they held in common, convinced that this was fundamental for the new 

society. 

 

In 1997, Gerry Adams and a delegation from Sinn Fein met with Tony Blair. 

 

The conflict that had lasted for more than three decades and resulted in more than 3000 

deaths came to the end. After having been through so much, with inestimable losses, 

people had mixed feelings about the ceasefire. To some, this was definitely not what 

they had fought for; for the Provisionals this was not victory, but compromise. But the 

war was over. 
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Date Summary Event 

1921   

6 December Irish Free State 

Treaty 

 

   

1922 Civil War  

   

1948   

21 December Creation of Republic 

of Ireland 

The Irish Free State was fully independent from Britain. 

The six northern countries remained part of the United 

Kingdom. 

   

1966   

April  UCDC & UPV 

founded 

Loyalist founded the Ulster Constitution Defense Committee 

and a paramilitary-style wing called the Ulster Protestant 

Volunteers. 

21 May UVF declaring war 

on the IRA 

 

   

May-June Attacks of UVF on 

Irish Catholics 

Of three attacks, 3 people were killed and 2 were wounded. 

   

1967   

January Northern Ireland 

Civil Rights 

Association (NICRA) 

formed 

NICRA was formed to fight for equality for Catholics in 

Northern Ireland. 

   

1968   

20 June The protest against 

discrimination in the 

allocation of housing   

Civil Rights activists protested regarding to the illegally 

occupying a house in County Tyrone. A house was given to an 

unmarried Protestant woman ahead of Catholic families with 

children. The protest was stopped by the RUC. 

   

24 August The first Civil Rights 

Marching 

Northern Irelandôs first Civil Rights march was held 

from Coalisland to Dungannon. Loyalists organized couter-

demonstrations to get the march banned. 

   

5 October The Londonderry 

march considered as 

the beginning of the 

Troubles 

A civil rights march was held in Derry despite it being banned 

by the Minister of Home Affairs, William Craig. The RUC 

officers armed with batons were sent to break up the march. 

This march turned into riot. Over 100 people were injured. 

Some considered the Londonderry to be the beginning of the 

Troubles. 

   

1969   

12 August Battle of the Bogside The Orange Apprentice Boy marched in Derry. Rioting broke 

out and the RUC officials backed by loyalists were sent to 

contain the crowd. Mounting demonstration in Belfast was 

used to take pressure off Catholics in Bogside. Consequently 

rioting occurred in Belfast as well in which the RUC were 

unable to cope. 

   

14 August British army first 

deployed onto streets 

of Northern Ireland 

As the RUC were unable to handle the situation, British troops 

were sent in to put down the riots and to maintain order. 

   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coalisland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dungannon
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Date Summary Event 

28 December IRA split The IRA split into two wings ï the Marxist-oriented Official 

IRA (Official IRA ) and the more hard-line Provisionals 

(Provisional IRA  and referred to this thesis as the IRA) 

   

1971   

9 August Internment 

introduced 

Meaning a person can be locked up without a trial. 350 people 

were immediately arrested and interned at Long Kesh. This 

move by the British government produced violence and 

political unrest.  

   

September UDA formed Ulster Defence Association (UDA) became the largest loyalist 

group in Northern Ireland. 

   

   

9 August - 

December 

Protests against 

Internment 

 

   

1972   

30 January Bloody Sunday 

(Londonderry) 

During a civil rights march in Derry organized by NICRA, a 

section of the marchers and some observers confronted 

soldiers manning the barricade. British paratroopers shoot 

dead 13 Roman Catholics. 14 people were injured. This was 

the highest death toll from a single shooting incident during 

the Troubles. 

   

March Direct Rule The result of Bloody Sunday was devastated bombings. The 

Northern Irelandôs Government and Parliament were 

suspended - Northern Ireland was to be directly ruled from 

Westminster. One of the first actions by Westminster was to 

order the dismantling of the 'no-go' areas set up in 1969. The 

IRA responded by using increasing violence. 

   

21 July  Bloody Friday 26 bombs set off in Belfast by the IRA. 9 dead, 130 injured.  

   

1974   

15 May Ulster Workersô 

Council Strike 

The beginning of Ulster Workersô Council Strike 

   

17 May Dublin and 

Monaghan Bombings 

UVF set off 4 bombs killing 33 civilians and injuring more 

than 300. 

   

17 June Houses of Parliament 

Bombings  

The Provisional IRA bombed the Houses of Parliament in 

London causing extensive damage. 11 injured.  

   

   

5 October Guildford Pub 

Bombings 

Bombed by the Provisional IRA. 4 British soldiers and 1 

civilian were killed. 

   

22 December Christmas Ceasefire The Provisional IRA announced a Christmas Ceasefire. It was 

a 3-day ceasefire. 

   

1974 - 1975 Ceasefire  

   

1975   

5 December End of Internment  
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Date Summary Event 

1976   

1 March Criminalization The British phasing out Special Category status. After this 

date, all prisoners convicted of terrorist acts were to be treated 

as ordinary criminals and locked in H-Block or the Maze. 

   

14 September Blanket Men or 

Blanket Protest 

(Maze Prison) 

Provisional IRA member, Kieran Nugent is the first prisoner 

convicted and not given Special Category status. He refused to 

wear prison clothes and wore a blanket to differentiate himself 

from the Ordinary Decent Criminals.  

   

1978   

August Dirty Protest or  

No-Wash Protest 

(Maze Prison) 

Protesters wore only blankets, refused to wash themselves and 

smeared the walls in their cells with excreta. 

   

1979   

27 August Mountbatten 

Assassination 

Lord Mountbatten, uncle of Queen Elizabeth II, was murdered 

by an IRA bomb in Sligo. 

   

1980   

27 October First Hunger Strike Tommy McKearney and six other IRA members started the 

hunger strike demanding the right to wear their own clothes 

instead of prison clothes. The 1
st
 hunger strike was called off 

on 2 March 1981 to focus attention on the 2
nd

 hunger strike. 

   

1981   

1 March Second Hunger Strike 

led by Bobby Sands 

 

   

9 April Bobby Sands elected 

MP 

Sands won the seat for Fermanagh-South Tyrone. 

   

5 May Bobby Sands died He died on the 66
th
 of hunger strike. His death caused rioting 

in Northern Ireland. 

   

1985   

15 November Anglo-Irish 

Agreement 

Signed by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and Taoiseach 

Garret FitzGerald, the agreement established an Inter-

Governmental Conference to deal with political matters and 

the promotion of cross-border cooperation. However it was 

never fully implemented. 

   

1988   

January SDLP and Sinn Fein 

Talks 

SDLP leader John Hume and Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams 

began discussions for an all-Ireland settlement.  

   

16 March Milltown cemetery in 

Belfast 

Three mourners were killed by Loyalist gunman, Michael 

Stone, during the burial of the three IRA members killed in 

Gibraltar. 
   

19 March Two British soldiers 

are killed 

These soldiers accidentally drive into the funeral procession of 

one of the three IRA victims killed by the Milltown gunman. 

They dragged from their car, beaten by the crowd, and then 

shot dead by IRA. This kill was recorded by TV cameras; and 

the footage was shown around the world. 
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Date Summary Event 

1991   

7 February IRA Mortar Bombing IRA launched 3 mortar shells at 10 Downing Street where 

Prime Minister John Major is meeting with his cabinet. No 

injuries. 

   

1992   

17 January Teebane Bombing Eight Protestant constructions workers at a security base in 

Co. Tyrone were killed by an IRA landmine. Six other were 

wounded. 

   

1993   

24 April Bishopsgate 

Bombing 

The IRA exploded a bomb at Bishopsgate, London. The bomb 

contained one ton of fertilizer explosives. One was killed and 

30 were injured. Damages amount to £350 million. 

   

23 October Shankill Bombing IRA detonated a bomb in a Belfast fish shop on Shankill 

Road. Ten people died including one of the bombers; 57 were 

injured. 

   

15 December Downing Street 

Declaration 

John Major and Albert Reynolds issued a Joint Declaration on 

Northern Ireland.  The declaration stated that the people of 

Northern Ireland should be able to freely decide their own 

future. 

   

1997   

September Multi -Party Peace 

Talks 

For the first time since Ireland was divided in 1922, Irish Free 

State, Ulster (British Province) and Sinn Fein sat down to 

formal negotiations. 

   

1998   

10 April The Belfast 

Agreement 

(also known as the 

Stormont Agreement 

or Good Friday 

Agreement) 

After months of peace talks, the Good Friday Agreement was 

signed at Stormont in Belfast. 

   

15 August Omagh Bombing The explosion in Omagh killed 29 people and wounded over 

200. The Real IRA, a splinter group from the IRA, claimed for 

responsibility. It is the worst single bombing of the Troubles, 

in terms of civilian life lost. 
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CHAPTER 4 

 

RICOCHET  
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Chapters 4 - 7 form the core part of the narrative on IRA terrorism between 1968 and 

1998 [+10], which will be explored using Foucauldian discourse analysis of eight films. 

 

The films will be chronologically assigned to four themes identified in the background 

narrative of the period 1968 to 1998. According to this narrative of 30 years of conflict, 

we can see that if the discourse on IRA terrorism from the times of the "troubles" is 

taken as a single static unit we will see only a limited perspective on IRA terrorism. But 

if we perceive a number of different perspectives, this will reveal the multifaceted 

dynamic of the discourse on IRA terrorism.  

 

Chapter 4, entitled ñRicochetò, presents the first theme from my chronological 

observations. It is intentionally written as an introduction to how this paper engages 

with film by using Foucauldian discourse analysis and a flexible approach to the study 

of film portrayal. The chapter will facilitate an understanding of the approach by taking 

it step by step in order to show how and why two films represent a theme and what is 

generated, including when the visible or "percievable substance" is catagorised as a 

"monument of discourse", and, most importantly for Faucauldian discourse analysis, 

how such a monument is constructed. 

 

The paper does not explore every aspect of what the films are seeking to portray as the 

main focus of the study, the main 'layer' it is mining, is ñTerrorism in popular cultureò. 

This is the "single thematic concern". The paper deals only with the issue of terrorism 

and will use the term ñmonument of discourseò to describe the "perceivable substance" 

that is relevant to the theme of the discourse.  

 

From the concepts of the momument and the perceivable substance, we can move on to 

engage with Foucauldian discourse analysis by answering the key question of ñWhat is 

generated?ò in this regard. The answer is clear from what we have seen in the previous 

paragraph. Answering the question ñHow was it constructed?ò will require delicate 

analysis of the two languages: film language and verbal language. Lastly, the study will 
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use text coupled with a "screen grab" in order to overcome the limitations of a written 

presentation. 

 

The two films selected to present the first theme in the discourse on IRA terrorism 

ñRicochetò are the Paul Greengrass film ñBLOODY SUNDAYò and Jim Sheridan's 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHERò. Both films take the subject of real and infamous 

historical events in which the IRA was involved. These sorts of films need to present 

historical data as precisely as they can. The film makers may, however, pin a question 

mark into the film (the reel), even if no such question exists according to the (real) 

historical data. Indeed, we are going to see how they construct the real (terrorism) in 

their (cinema) reel. ñBloody Sundayò takes us back to Sunday 30 January 1972, a 

Sunday that will not be forgotten by either "side" in the conflict. The IRA's voice is 

heard loud and clear even though IRA members speak only a few sentences in a film 

that runs for 105 minutes. The second film focuses on an event that took place on a 

Saturday, namely Saturday 5 October 1974, the day of the infamous pub bombing that 

took place in Guildford, a few miles southwest of London, England. ñIn The Name of 

The Fatherò takes us into the real life of Gerry Collon from towards the end of 1974 to 

fifteen years later. This film is held in high regard by many as a film that deals with an 

action perpetrated by the IRA, as a film that deals with the "troubles", as a twentieth-

century British film, and as a remarkable world-renowned film of the 1990s. ñIn The 

Name of The Fatherò stands out strongly in all of these four categories. 

 

The common depiction of the IRA in the two films is that of "gangster" or "mafia" - in 

other words as "the bad guy". Noticeably, both films portray the IRA as somewhat 

amorphous - a shadowy organization with no visible structure (the same way the mafia 

is sometimes perceived). Such a "visible" or percievable substance is the common 

ground of the two films, thus providing a "single theme". The image of the gangster or 

the mafia as a percievable substance is thus the first monument of discourse as defined 

above. 
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The second monument relates to the depiction of the fact that not all Catholic 

Nationalists are members of the IRA. They shared the same goal (ends) but chose 

completely diffrent means. The end was clear: independence for Northern Ireland from 

the United Kingdom and an end to Unionist (Protestant) domination. The means were 

also clear: for Catholic Nationalists who were not part of the IRA it was the way of non-

violence; for the IRA it meant violence.  

 

From what is visible in both films, it was very clear what the films generate. Not from 

what any actor or actress in either film says, not from the verbal language in either 

screenplay. It is not said, it is shown, and we are allowed, indeed encouraged, to think. 

This visuality implies that if the IRA can be labelled "bad", then so can the other side: 

the army in ñBloody Sundayò; the police in ñIn The Name of The Fatherò. If the IRA in 

ñBloody Sundayò believe in violence and physical force then the army believe in the 

same. The IRA is portrayed, wordlessly, as a ganster. The army is portrayed in the same 

way, as irrational liars. The idea of using enthymeme is also found in ñIn The Name of 

The Fatherò. If Joe McAndrew - one of the Guildford bombers - can be labelled as 

"black", then the police are the same colour and follow the same strategy - violence, 

lies, immorality. 

 

This is the third monument. Let us hunt the next. But no. Don't we need ña single 

theme!ò Yes, because: 

 

every momument is a ñperceievable substanceò, but not every perceievable substance 

is a ñmonumentò, as long as it follows a ñsingle themeò. 

 

The third monument is not here. So, we should be careful.  

 

 

What have we have found up to this point? We have three perceivable substances, but 

only two monuments.  
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Foucauldian discourse analysis (FDA) in the study of film portrayal is based on the idea 

of the parallel nature of "reel" and "real" and the blurred edges between the two. 

Without consciousness, nothing is real except natural substances such as rock, sand, and 

sea. Answering the two crucial questions of FDA ("What is generated?" and "How is it 

generated?") will help us see the illusion around us and achieve true knowledge. 

 

The first question is quite straightforward. The perception of the IRA as gangster-mafia 

is one among many perceptions that are generated. The perception of the IRA's belief in 

violence and the use of physical force is the second perception generated by the films 

we are exploring. In answer to the second question, the first monument of discourse is 

constructed differently by the two films. ñBloody Sundayò constructs this monument 

through ñsub-textò. In the scene in which Ivan (the ringleader of the march promoting 

non-violence) meets a member of the IRA (the "Provos") sitting in a car. The film 

language is muted but the script tells the story. The frame size switches between long 

shot (LS) and medium shot (MS), so the film language tells us little; the sub-text of the 

script does the job of fashioning the IRA character. 

 
 
 

 
The costume design of the shot distinguishes between Ivan and the IRA.  
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The axis-line is reversed in order to express Ivan's expression, even in LS, and does its 

job fairly well in terms of portraying an amorphous figure. The costume design coupled 

with polarization on the car windscreen in LS is excellent film language when the 

distinction between the two needs to be visualized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IVAN:  

ñJust checking..you're keeping the guns away.ò 

 

 

IRA:  

ñThat's no concern of yours, Ivanò 
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IVAN:  

ñYou gave me your word.ò 

 

 

IRA:  

ñThen take it.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

The scene represents a critical stage in the film. A chubby apathetic man steals the 

scene with his chewing - such a small detail but a remarkable part of the scene.  
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IVAN:  

ñWe just want a peaceful march. This is our day. 

People are fed upò 

 

 

IRA:  

ñIvan, it's all very well for you sitting pretty with your wee Westminster 

paycheck every week.  Marching's not gonna solve this thing.ò 

 

 

IVAN:  

ñWatch us.ò 

 

 

This is the first and only one scene that can project the character of a member of the 

IRA: a gentleman; a decent man; a good man. He gave his word and never went back on 

it. The binary opposition gives us a crystal clear view of a certain IRA personality trait. 

It also represents the means they believe in. A few sentences of brilliant sub-text 

coupled with very simple language in an important conversation make a perceivable 

substance appear very clearly. The film director upper cut this scene with ñless is 

moreò. 
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The same monument, the perception of the IRA as gangsters or the mafia, appears in ñIn 

The Name Of The Fatherò. The second scene in which the IRA appear partly reveals the 

IRA's character (this film takes more scenes than ñBloody Sundayò to reveal this 

character). The scene is short but stunning: only one frame size with a simple dolly and 

only two cuts. A fitting MS is crafty selected to express eye and body gesturess. A neat 

IRA operative with a facade of bravery portrayed through the perfectly timed and very 

simple conversation makes a huge impact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIXON:  

ñBombing of pillar box Kensington High Street. 

Bombing of pillar box Talbot Lodge. Bombing of naval club. 

Bombing of Aldershot Railway Station. Attempted murder of Edward Heath. 

Murder of Ross McWhirter. Possession of firearms, 

Balcombe Street, Decemberò    
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JOE:   

ñAnd the Guildford pub bombings. 

You have innocent people in jail for that.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

It takes just five seconds to reveal the truth of who is actually a Guilford bomber. Joe 

extends the charge list in such a way as to suggest that police authority means nothing. 

The way he extends the list does not amount to a ñconfessionò and ñYou have innocent 

people in jail for thatò appears to blame the police rather than admit guilt. The most 

simple elements of film language and verbal language, coming at the right place and 

right time, help us to see that. The truth, the real terror, is revealed through simplicity. 
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The visual image of Joe McAndrew positions him on the knife edge between evildoer 

and hero. As mentioned earlier, his character is partly unfolded from the scene in which 

he challenges police authority, in which the police are portrayed as little better than 

petty thieves. 
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JOE: 

ñLet's have a talk.ò 

 

 

This wide angle shot establishes the first meeting between the two Gerry (falsely 

convicted) and Joe (the real Guildford bomber).  

 

 

 

 

 

GERRY:  

ñWe have to eat in our cells.ò 
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JOE: 

ñSee ya later.ò 

 

 

This scene portrays the characteristics of the mafia: both a command and a denial. In 

fact, Joe doesnôt have any authority over Gerry. Both are prisoners, and indeed, because 

of Joe, Gerry's life has been changed forever. 

 

In such a way, Joe is portrayed as inhabiting a grey zone between bravery and idiocy. 

The frame size is kept wide in order to keep the two men together, one on the right, the 

other on the left. This marking never changes. We should ask ourselves why.  
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Continuing from the previous scene, the framing is LS but wide angle making the focus 

rather difficult to identify. The direction and marking for every actor - including extras - 

are well planned. There are more than ten people dressed in almost identical clothes. 

The scene could only be shot by a highly experienced film maker. Sheridan tries very 

hard to keep Joe in the shot, choosing to keep the audience with him by dropping the 

music score and reducing the amount of ambient sound; the silence does the job. It is 

very impressive.  

 

 

 

 

Medium close up frame size (MCU) is selected intentionally in order to convey a 

message from the film maker to the audience. He is still completely surrounded by 

British prisoners. Timing is the main element. Something was thrown to Joe. The taken 
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to think before responding makes the audience hold its breath. It distinguishes Joe from 

ordinary people. Depth of field, the fixed frame size, perspective, and surreal lighting 

combine to make this scene look very real despite the use of surreal techniques.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

But wait. He suddenly strikes back. All of the film language changes dramatically: 

frame size, movement, and cutting; from almost complete stillness to fast and furious. 

Joe's experience in fighting is revealed and so is Gerry's mind and his loyalties. 

 

 

This camera angle usually represents desperation but this scene is an exception. From 

what we see, Joe is every bit as experienced a fighter as the British prisoners and 

perhaps more so. Chairs become weapons and shields; the only empty hand is Gerry's. 

The most secure position is by the wall. Every mark means a lot for everyone in the 

scene.  

 

 

How and why is the hero fighting in exactly the same way as the other prisoners?  
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Unlike with the IRA in ñBloody Sundayò, in which just one scene reveals all about their 

character, it takes many scenes to unfold the character of the Guildford bomber.  

 

The two movies are a clear example of the different constructions for the same 

monument, generating the perception of a gangster or the mafia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOE: 

ñIf anything happens to me, or Gerry, 

or any other lrish pisoner, 

we'll have Halsey Road blown to smithereens... 

with your family in it.ò 
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RONNIE:  

ñYou threaten my family, I'll cut your fuckin' head off.ò 

 

 

 

JOE: 

ñI don't make threats. 

I just carry out orders. I don't want to hurt your family.ò 

 

 

 

His attempts to halt the conflict between British and Irish prisoners make him look like 

a mediator. But what kind of a man will bomb a family from the opposite side, and their 

house, in order to prevent a conflict? 
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This scene portrays the IRA mind but not through any reliance on violence. A place of 

entertainment is purposely chosen for the burning alive of the prison officer. If the room 

had been bigger and the light brighter the degree of violence would have been be 

reduced. It is painting with light; the setting, the light, the fire, the background colour, 

the movement of a burning body combine to make a "reel" terrorist look "real". 
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GERRY: 

 

ñWill you not look me in the eye when I'm speakin' to you? 

I know how to look at people without blinkin' as well. 

In all my godforsaken life, I've never known... 

what it was like to want to kill somebody until now. 

Ah, you're a brave man, Joe. A brave man.ò 

 

According to the conversation between Joe and Gerry. Does Gerry cherish the violence 

way? 
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IVAN:  

ñIet's not forget, in all this confusion that we face a choice as a society. 

Not about what we want. We all know what we want: Radical change. 

The dismantling of Stormont and an end to Unionist domination. 

The choice is about how we achieve it. Between violence and nonviolence. 

If we are going to give a future to the children of this city 

the young lads up there--there they are we all know they're rioting away there.ò 
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ñThey do it every day--if we are gonna give those boys there a future  

we have to show them that nonviolence works. 

 

If we don't, it won't be just stones they're throwing. Because civil rights isn't the soft 

option...not when the bricks fly and the police and the Army batons charge down. 

 

It's not easy keeping to the nonviolent roadò 

 

 

 

 

IVAN:  

ñwhen other people say, 

"This isn't working. Let's get the guns out and take revenge." 

 

But if you believe in the civil rights movement with all your heart and your soul, 

as I do... 

 

If you believe in what Gandhi and Martin Luther King believed  

in with a passion, as I do, then in the end with one single united march, 

we shall overcome.ò 
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In the movie "Bloody Sunday", there are few scenes directly related to the IRA, to the 

actions of the IRA, or to acts of terrorism. Nevertheless, the movie portrays several 

related monuments regarding the discourse on IRA terrorism. As mentioned earlier, the 

first monument constructed in the film is dishonesty - words are given and taken back 

with no hint of a guilty conscience.  

 

The second appearance of the IRA in this movie is when civilians are shot dead by 

British soldiers. The scene shows three IRA men running from the back of a car to a 

place that is out of shot. A jerky, handheld camera is used with extremely low depth of 

field and the picture going in and out of focus several times. All of these different uses 

of film language (camera movement, lack of depth of field, panning) stimulate the 

audience and prompt it to ask "Where they are running to?" The audience recalls that 

these three IRA men have previously been cunningly depicted as "bad guys" and linked 

to guns. Now once more they are carrying guns. At this stage, the audience is not given 

an answer to their question, but one thing is clear, wherever they are running, they are 

up to no good. 

 

Still using a handheld camera, the frame sizes are continually changed between wide 

and narrow angle. In conventional film theory, this technique is designed to show 

extreme confusion. But not here. The unstable handheld camera, the repeated changing 

of frame size, the low-key lighting - sometimes very low, with the audience barely 

seeing anything at all, to the point of "noir" lighting levels - yields the other extreme.  

 

At this point everything is crystal clear. But what is clear is the "vagueness" of the IRA, 

or the film's depiction of the IRA, as it has been with the previous two scenes. The IRA 

grows in strength at this point in the film, with more óvolunteersô. The sound of a gun 

being loaded and made ready to fire echoes around the room to emphasize this point. 

The sound is too real and too loud. I have given much thought to this scene, 

contemplated it, thought it through over and over again, trying to get into the mind of 

the director, Paul Greengrass, in the hope of seeing his intention. It may, however, 

simply be a high artistic form that I cannot explain. 
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The next monument is not shared by both films. The perception portrayed in the film 

shows about the victory of the IRA. In other words, it shows the almost overnight 

emergence of the IRA through the Bloody Sunday incident, which helps facilitate the 

IRAôs recruitment of new óvolunteersô, with easier access to more weapons. The IRA's 

victory was the result of nothing but the failure of the British government. This is what 

Ivan says in the press conference. The press conference scene puts a lot of tension on 

the audience as it uses a handheld camera, slowly and continually zooming in from wide 

angle, showing a lot of people sitting around the table, to close-ups showing only the 

face of the lead character. Zooming in with a handheld camera creates a feeling of 

tension because of the instability, the swaying and jerking movements, like dizziness, or 

the stress of being stalked. This pressure is, however, highly important for the content of 

the film, as it explicitly shows that the root cause of the ruthlessness of the IRA and the 

long-lasting nature of the "troubles" was the British government. "In the Name of the 

Father" does not mention this aspect. 
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IVAN:  

ñAnd, uh, I just want to say this 

to the British government: 

 

You know what you've just done, 

don't you? 

 

You've destroyed 

the Civil Rights Movement 

And you've given the lRA the biggest victory it will ever have. 

 

All over this city tonight 

 

young men, boys... 

will be joining the lRA 

 

and you will reap a whirlwind.ò 
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There is a monument I have found in "In the Name of the Father" that I have not found 

in "Bloody Sunday", and that is the "unprofessionalism" of the IRA, which is portrayed 

right from the beginning of the film. The director hides nothing; he is very bold. There 

is a scene in which two couples walk into the pub in Guildford. As they are entering the 

pub, shifting axis-line, the camera cuts from behind to the front (as if looking from 

inside the pub) to show the woman entering, so the scene cuts back and forth to show 

the simple activity of ordinary people walking into a pub. Then, while the woman is 

taking off her jacket, the bomb goes off with great ferocity. What is left on screen is a 

picture of the woman's bag lying on the floor. Is it the directorôs intention to hide? I do 

not think so. The directorôs intention is clear: he has wanted to show that innocent 

civilians were killed right from the beginning of the movie. This incident is brought 

back again when Guiseppe- Gerryôs dad - met Joe (their first official meeting and 

conversation). 

 

 

 

JOE: 

ñYou're one of its innocent victims. I'm sorry for your trouble.ò 

 

 

GIUSEPPE: 

ñDon't be sorry for us. You should be sorry for the people you killed.ò 
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JOE: 

ñlt was a military target. A soldier's pub.ò 

 

 

GIUSEPPE: 

ñThey were innocent people. God's children. 

 

 

 

This is how the unprofessionalism is presented. It shows that what Joe has said and 

done does not ring true. In other words, if the IRA intentionally kills civilians, then say 

it. Therefore, this is how unprofessionalism is portrayed. 

 

 

In Chapter 4, four different monuments contribute to the construction of the discourse 

on "IRA terrorism" during the period of the ñRicochetò. The chapter has taken time to 

set some of the basic groundwork concerning what I am doing and how I am 

approaching the research. The following chapter will explore two further films: Steve 

McQueen's "The Hunger", and "Fifty Dead Men Walking" by Canadian director Kari 

Skogland. 
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CHAPTER 5 

 

POINT AND SHOOT 
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Chapter 5: ñPoint and Shootò ï HUNGER and FIFTY DEAD MEN  WALKING 

 

 

In this chapter, we have two films that demand huge levels of concentration - at many 

points we should not even blink while watching them. We will tell the stories one film 

at a time. 

 

First, we must go back to the year 1981. ñHungerò is unique and strongly appealing in 

its artistic and aesthetic presentation. It is very different from other popular films for not 

compromising its original film grammar with the more familiar grammar of Hollywood. 

This probably has much to do with the uncompromising persona and formidable ego of 

the director, Steve McQueen. Although he was at the time a new face in the world of 

celluloid, he has such a strong background in the Video-Arts that whenever you watch 

this film you canôt help but sense a strange combination of the opposite poles of Woody 

Allen and Wong Ga Wai. "Hunger" is based on the true story of Bobby Sands, one of 

the prominent architects of the IRAôs organizational blue print in the late 70ôs. What we 

find in this movie, with or without full concentration, in silence or with full blown 

audio, can be divided into three parts.  

 

The first part may appear sweet to some people, but sick and bitter to others - a product 

of the film's uncompromising nature. It starts gently, but gets gradually stronger with 

very clear, formalist film language. At the beginning, the story is told by film language; 

there is hardly any verbal language. This is the charm of the film. One third of it (43 

minutes) is portrayed with very little verbal language; it communicates with the 

audience through film language. It is strange, it is different, but the audience canôt help 

but keeping watching it. If it were a book it would be called "unputdownable". 

 

So, what visible or perceivable substances are generated and how are the monuments 

constructed in the first part of the film? 
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HUNGER: a Steve McQueen film. The 1
st
 part: 

 

The movie flashes back to the second hunger strike in the year 1981. It tells how Bobby 

Sands emerged on and left this planet. It portrays the atmosphere of and conditions in 

the prison and talks about power. The main subject is an imprisoned IRA terrorist who 

was victimized and bullied but who is passive. It is certain that the prisoners cannot 

bully anyone. Certainly, they cannot demand whatever they want from the prison guard 

like a spoiled five-year-old child. That would be impossible. But still, some prisoners 

could be described as a real pain in the neck. (We witness such things in Joeós character 

from the second film in the previous chapter - Joe who can even burn his prisoner 

guard.) However, what these political prisoners, in this case members of the IRA, 

demand is not to wear a prison suit but their own clothes in order to distinguish them 

from other criminals. 

 

GILLEN:  

ñI will not wear the uniform of a criminal. 

I demand to wear me own clothes.ò 
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The other thing the film portrays is the question of the difference between political 

prisoners and criminals. This is portrayed by the technique of repetition such as the 

insertion of an audio of Margaret Thatcherôs voice. 

 

 

 

THATCHER:  

ñThere is no such thing as political murder, political bombing or political violence. 

There is only criminal murder, criminal bombing and criminal violence. 

We will not compromise on this. There will be no political status.ò 
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What we see in the film is Thatcherôs attempt to show that the IRA is not a political 

movement. We often hear characters in the first part of the movie saying ñpoliticalò - 

and this is repeated. It is the technique used to construct the monument; it is a fight 

between two words, "political" and "criminal". We often hear the word "political" but 

seldom hear the word "criminal". This is done in order to create an imbalance between 

the two, with more emphasis on "political". The repetition itself is more important than 

the context. 

 

The voice of Thatcher. The "Iron Lady" says that the IRA is a criminal organization not 

a political one, but as soon as those words slipped out of her mouth, she unwittingly 

makes it political, because of who she is - a world leader and a leader of a nuclear 

power country. The film depicts this part of the story in an "old school" yet powerful 

but perhaps biased way, in that it makes use of the utility of the film. The film therefore 

uses two techniques - simultaneous repetition and a selective sender to construct this 

monument, that the IRA hunger strike is a political matter. 

 

Let us focus on the discourse on IRA terrorism. In this case, the IRA are portrayed as 

terrorists, even though they are not directly, verbally, mentioned as such. Here, the IRA 

"terrorists" are victims waiting to be victimized by their prison guards, and by the noise 

outside their cells. Those who have been victimized many times can tell exactly what 

awaits them - all they can do is to prepare themselves for it.  The film portrays all of this 

by sequences of non-verbal language. Seeing a prison guard pulling something in front 
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of the cells and seeing the reaction of the old prisoners when they hear noises tells the 

new prisoners to get ready because something is coming: a brief few words and a close 

up (CU) frame to the eyes - anxious eyes.  
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ñWhat?ò 

 

ñGet ready.ò 
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MS with wide-angle lens does it job perfectly. 
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The film language helps the audience to get ready with the victim who is now waiting 

for someone of authority to come in and bully him. The film constructs this perceivable 

substance - prisoners are victims - with film language and textual language by using 

short phrases such as ñbe preparedò, ñbe readyò. This verbal language is magnified by 

the film language. The audience is now certain that the prisoners are victims. They are 

about to be bullied and they are bulllied repeatedly, like the repeated audio of Thatcher 

that still echoes in the audience's ears. 

 

 

 

 

 

In prisons, and in this film, the prisoners have visiting hours. This shows the human side 

of the prisoners. While mainstream theories see terrorists as diseased, bad or abnormal 
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people, this film depicts the human, everyday side - a smile and a cry between husband 

and wife, mother and son, sister and brother, boyfriend and girlfriend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The visiting hours scene shows a girlfriend paying a visit to her prisoner boyfriend, then 

cuts to a night scene in a prison cell. There is a touch of black comedy in this scene, in 

which one of the prisoners masturbates under his blanket while looking at a picture of 

his girlfriend, but stops when he hears his cellmate moving.  
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Is this funny? Yes, it is funny. But underneath the dark humor, the film is showing that 

these prisoners are merely human beings. So, if you are trying to discover what the film 

is trying to say, you can easily do so. 

 

 

Let us go back to the point about the prisoners being passive. Because they do not 

submit themselves to getting their hair cut or having their moustache shaved they have 

to pay the price - and the price is violence.  
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We see them being dragged naked from their cells as though they were an animals, and 

repeatedly thrown against the wall and battered simply in order to get them to have their 

hair cut and their face shaved. Later they are thrown into a tub and scrubbed by a mob 

until their faces are soaked in their own blood.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CU with wide-angle lens is used wisely. Fasten audience heart rate with unexpected 

point-of-view (POV) from a prisoner. 
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ñDecrease to Increaseò one among many of formalism practicing. McQueen gradually 

decrease the space and headroom in the frame composition in order to increase tension 

and pressure of overall shot.  
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Certainly, the prisoners would not be happy about this, but what exactly is the film 

portraying? It uses no textual language at all, but shows the maltreatment through rich 

film language. It shows an extreme asymmetry of power. Therefore, if these members 

of the IRA are "bad", then it is easy to deduce how we can describe the prison guards - 

logically, with the same adjective we have just used to describe the IRA: "bad". 
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We witness all of this in the first part of the film, with its sparse dialogue, and in which 

Bobby Sands is eventually revealed as the person who is being bullied throughout from 

all of these scenes of violence 

 

So the film starts slowly, with no complicated editing techniques. But the pace builds, 

like a person starting to walk and then suddenly sprinting and jumping.  
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The film maker occasionally uses jump cuts (an editing technique) to speed up the pace 

of storytelling and to draw out the emotion of the audience. The camera position is the 

same, but there is a time jump from one point to another or a time stretch. There is a 

jerky feeling though the camera position and the frame size is still the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

The excitement is created by the editing technique together with the intensity of the 

performance by the actor playing this particularly unpredictable character .It is easy for 

the audience to see how shattered the character is from the jump cut of the scene where 

his aggression explodes in that small cell.  
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The scene that shows the formalist approach of the film, like that of Danny Boyleôs 

ñ127 Hoursò, is the one packed with the most "extra" actors in this low budget film. It is 

the scene in which the riot officers come into the cell - with the pace of the clubs hitting 

the shields matching the heartbeat of the audience. It is a good way to build intensity, 

but there is a trap hidden within a process that can make an audience feel like dust being 

blown away in the wind. 
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When the first prisoner is thrown against the wall, the sound of his head hitting the wall 

and of the punch hitting his face are in the frequency range of 150 to 250 hertz.  
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When the violence meted out to the prisoners is constructed by a form of sound design 

which focuses on technique and design choice during an audio recording session, for it 

is impossible to distinguish frequencies as low as 150 to 250 hertz in a room full of 

noise - the noise of riot officers hitting their shields, the noise of the shouts and yells of 

prison guards and prisoners. This particular sound - the hit in the face and the body 

hitting the wall - was recorded using a pressure zone microphone (PZM), a close mic-

ing technique and a short gun microphone to separate the two sounds (the hit in the face 

and the head against the wall). 
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There is a hidden message in this ambient sound. It constructs the prisoners as victims 

and their pain penetrates through all the chaos the audience is seeing. Some members of 

the audience might not recognize the sound of the prisonersô pain, but they can feel it. 

As for me, I study film language and sound design so I can tell straight away that the 

sound is intentionally being emphasized - in this case, in order to construct and magnify 

the pain of the victimized prisoners. It is speaking not with words, but with the sound of 

pain. 

 

The film is therefore communicating with the audience through film language in order 

to show that the prisoners are being victimized. This supports my choice of the term 

"film language" rather than "visual language", as there are several practices involved.  

 

For example, the scene in which one of the prison guards wears rubber gloves gives us 

the idea that this person is about to do something. The scene is then cut to the next, 

where the prisoner is violated by those same rubber gloves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



126 
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Is this done in order to emphasize the passive position of the prisoners? Or is it raising 

questions about morality and whether this is the norm for the treatment of prisoners, 

whether political or criminal?  

 

 

Where is the neutral position? In an opening scene we see a prison guard's wounded 

hands in a tub, in the quietness. This quietness is communicating with us. Afterwards, 

we see the same man smoking while he washes his face with his bloody, wounded 

hands. Everything is still in the quiet. We still donôt know who he is, and we start to 

question a number of things. Next, we see this prison guard standing outside, in the 

snow.  
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129 
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This really shows off the art of the director as it starts with a still frame, but becomes 

tighter as the cameraman slowly closes in on the subject. This is not done on a dolly or 

horizontal crane, but on a handheld camera. We can tell this from the shaky line of the 

brick wall. The camera movement tells us that there is some confusion. Though 

conventional theory might say that a handheld shot expresses a lively walking tempo, it 

does in fact show confusion, especially when it cuts back several times to the close-up 

frames of the guard's hands, thus indicating his confusion and pain (although we canôt 

yet tell what is behind that confusion and pain). It is very obvious that the film is 

attempting to position this man in his confusion.  
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When a new actor is placed in the story and asks all his staff if everything was alright, 

the film is showing us that things happened the way they should be and that everyone 

was following orders.  
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ñEverything in order?ò 

 

ñYes, sir. In order, sir.ò 

 

ñVery good.ò 

 

 

 

If we step away from the unit of analysis, we will find a demon, a prison guard, 

victimizing a prisoner. But if we look higher, from a personal level, we will see that the 

prison guard is only a man and has to follow rules from a higher authority, and that 

Bobby Sands is another pawn in this dangerous game of chess. It is just that the two 

men are on opposite sides of the table. 

 

The prisoners and prison guards are, as we have said, just pawns in a game, the rules 

of which are set by those in power - both the IRA and the British government. 

 

Prisoners and prison guards are human beings who have to do what they are told to do, 

and this answers the question we raised at the beginning concerning the confusion we 

see in the prison guards. Through the film language that has been used from the 

beginning of the film we can now tell what they are confused about. Another character 

in the film makes this point still clearer. This is a gunman who shoots a prison guard 

shortly after the latter has paid a visit to his mother. The gunman can just walk away 

after he has shot the guard, thus indicating that the prison guard is not especially smart - 

he is a mere man. And so is the gunman - he is just an ordinary man who has killed 

another man with an ordinary gun according to his ordinary duty. 
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The film is saying that everyone has his role to play, but that all one can expect is tears, 

blood, pain and death, as everyone, whichever side they are on, is manipulated by other 

players in a political game none of them can run away from. The film shows a gradual 

politicization of the agenda as the story develops. 

 

While the first part may seem sweet to some and bitter to others, the second part can be 

only bitter. It is an uncompromising film. 

 

HUNGER: a Steve McQueen film. The 2
nd

 part: 

 

One cut, 17 minutes and 10 seconds long. Any artistic composition can overshadow a 

powerful, simple and straight-forward dialogue between characters. Here once more we 

find bold, uncompromising film grammar. After intensity takes hold, it slowly cools 

down before rising up and reaching another climax. We are still playing by the same 

rules - ignoring everything but a single theme of discourse (unless they are particularly 

irresistible), although nothing else is worth looking for now.  
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SANDS: 

 

ñ10,000 people marched for the 7 hunger strikers last October, right 

... international pressure on the Brits and all that shite. 

Even the Popeôs having his say and getting involved, the whole world having a go at 

Maggie Thatcher to back down and give us our demands... but 

it all came to nothing, The hunger strike failed. We were and are on the front line.  

We created the protest. It was our responsibility. 

The Leadership have been very clear to me, 4 and half years of the no-wash protests, 

as much as itôs been good for Republicanism, to some extent, 

itôs also distracted from the wider development of the organization... 

I can feel it! Outside, Iôd be thinking exactly the same. 

In the ideal world weôd be fighting our battles but weôre tied,  

Nothingôs changed in here. 

Nothingôs moved on and Command are stuck with us  

until thereôs a realistic chance of movement towards political status. 

Thatôs the hard truth of it.ò 
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After the long cut. McQueen take us to breathe the fresh for a shot while with a simple 

cutting, MCU with surreal lighting composition which intentionally reduce Sandsôs eyes 

sparking also benefit to a rich shape of smoke.  
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From this very long dialogue - almost 20 minutes - I have extracted some of Bobby 

Sandsô lines as they help us see the perceivable substances that are generated from this 

part of the film. 

 

There are three monuments for ñHungerò-from the 1
st
 part and the 2

nd
 part, as follows: 

 

 

1. Characters in the films are only pieces in a game of chess. The IRA and the British 

government -    are playing a political game. Everything is politicized. 

 

 

2. The IRA has become highly organized; its leaders are mentioned very often in the 

second part of the film. 

 

 

3. Killing is a ñHave toò for the IRA; even kill themselves to achieve a political goal 

and the IRAôs goal are political, clearly. 

 

The three monuments constructed by the film language in the 1
st
 part as describe in the 

particular monument and from the 2
nd

 part from how Sands thinks about the 

organizations and situations. The construction here, the 2
nd

 part, is straightforward as 

monuments are the result of how Sands looks closely at the situations at a macro, meso 

and micro level. 
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The third and final part of the film focuses on Sands' hunger strike and his reminiscing 

about his youth before he dies after refusing food for 66 days.  

 

Someone says ñdie for something, better than, die for nothingò. Something for Sands is 

clearly a political. 
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FIFTY DEAD MEN WALKING : a Kari Skogland film  

 

Why is this film placed alongside "Hunger"? The main reason is the terrorismôs features 

the two films have in common in their discourse on IRA terrorism, and the silence. In 

"Hunger" the silence is literal. The first part of the film is very quiet; there is almost no 

dialogue, and film language and "mood" are used as the main forms of communication. 

There are different types of silence, as Daniel Barenboim has said. In "Hunger", the 

main period of silence is in the first part of the film (about 47minutes), but in "Fifty 

Dead Men Walking" silence is used throughout the story and is evenly distributed - 

intentionally so. 

 

"Fifty Dead Men Walking" is moved along by its plot and its dialogue; the film 

language is quite vague and confusing. I could never say this is a good film, for many 

reasons, but this point supports the argument of the cultural studies school of thought 

that film, whether good or bad, always constructs society. 

 

The Sands hunger strike took place in 1981. "Fifty Dead Men Walking" is set in 1988. 

 

In "Hunger", the life of Bobby Sands is driven by a political ideology, which is why 

Sands became a legend of the IRA. In contrast, Martin McGartland just wants a car so 

he can please the girl he is falling in love with, but his life becomes more complicated 

when it is filled with other people and organizations such the police, the MI5 and the 

IRA.  

 

McGartland has no ideology to motivate or drive his life. The only thing he has is his 

concept of loyalty, which we see throughout the film form beginning to end - it is a 

loyalty to family and friends that the film clearly portrays through its focus on dialogue. 

The car and all the things that Martin was offered by the IRA and the police were just 

enticements in order to use him. 
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What "Fifty Dead Men Walking" offers in terms of understanding the IRA terrorist is, 

in this scene, presented through the eyes of Fergus, with the voiceover reflecting Fergus' 

perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


