
Abstract  

The thesis focuses on gated communities (GCs) as an example of residential separation in 

today's Prague. The GCs are a new specific phenomenon characterising the society in 

present post-industrial cities. It is a type of residence where high social status population 

concentrates behind walls and fences. The number of GCs grows more or less globally which 

results in increased experts' interest in GCs. This type of residence occurs also in Czechia, 

primarily in Prague. Experts' interest in the subject in our environment is, however, not as 

high as in other post-communist countries. This thesis follows up with previous studies and 

assesses in detail if – in context of the post-industrial transformation – the high social status 

population is separated in Prague GCs and why such type of residence appears. The 

document also partly focuses on the development and situation of residential separation 

and the consequences of GCs formation. It is based on several quantitative (data analysis, 

questionnaire survey) and qualitative (interviews) research methods. It turns up that on one 

hand the level of residential segregation and separation in Prague decreases, on the other 

hand we can see that the number of specific separated locations such as the GCs where the 

high social status population concentrates grows. GCs constitution is conditioned by various 

post-industrial processes (increased social inequality, uncertainty and fear, capital and 

labour internationalisation). These processes relate to neoliberal policy and gradual Fordism 

disintegration. Specific reasons of the formation need to be searched for at the involved 

groups (the residents, local administration and developers). Results of the actual empirical 

research show that formation of the Prague GCs is not primarily initiated by public demand 

but on the contrary important role at GCs formation is played by the developers who try to 

break through in the competitive residential market by means of innovative products. The 

consequence of GCs establishment is the possibility of quality residence for the high social 

status population. On the other hand, GCs formation results in higher residential separation 

and artificial barriers between people. 
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