
Abstract 

This study has for its goal to examine whether a new racist prejudice against Mexican illegal 

immigrants was driving the activities of the minutemen movement operating along the U.S.-

Mexico border whose stated goal was to prevent illegal immigrants from entering the country. 

This work assumes that the old blatant racism is no longer acceptable within society but was 

replaced by a conspicuously color-blind rhetoric, typical of the minutemen movement, that 

might harbor a new racist prejudice. New racism does not put forth a race defined biologically 

but understands the white and non-white races conceptually. It thus contributes to the 

maintenance of the white-black dichotomy within society and more importantly to the 

discrimination and exclusion of the non-white races. In order to disclose a possible racist 

prejudice, this study conducts a Critical Discourse Analysis of the minutemen's discourse. 

Results of this analysis show that especially the focus on the notion of law and order, so 

typical of the discourse, is hugely misleading and that under this seemingly color-blind 

reasoning, there is, indeed, a hidden expression of the new racist prejudice. 

 


