
Abstract (in English) 

The author tries to describe the transformation of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in 

relation to itself and the surrounding environment, especially in the period from 17th November to 

21st December 1989. He will use primarily the articles from Rudé právo and a stenographic record 

of the unscheduled session of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia on 

24th and 26th November 1989 which was published under the name Poslední hurá. He considers it 

appropriate to put into context the events of November and December 1989, with political 

development in Czechoslovakia in January, at the turn of June and July, and in October 1989.

This analysis attempt will be based on the principles of general linguistics of Ferdinand de Saussure 

and discourse theory of Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe. The combination of hegemonic 

analysis and deconstruction will be used as a method of workflow. When analyzing the 

transformation of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, the author attempts to rely primarily on 

three principles deriving from discourse theory.

The identity is not a fixed essence but it is created in the political struggles of the content of specific 

concepts. There have been attempts to fully fixate the identity of individuals, groups, society. But 

the identity is never finished because it can be achieved only its partial fixation.

The political struggles are also concern about frontiers of the society – who belongs to it and who is 

vice versa excluded from it. At the same time it cannot be identified permanently clearly what is 

inside and outside – it is questionable. The lack of clarity about where the frontiers of the society 

lead exactly, allows to question the identity of political actors.

At the same time there is a struggle for hegemony – specific groups and individuals are trying to 

say that only they (and nobody else) have a predetermined claim to represent the whole – that is, 

those who are regarded as part of the society.

Based on the principles of discourse theory and analysis of each material, the author attempts to 

contribute to a better understanding of the events of November and December 1989 in 

Czechoslovakia – although they are viewed from a certain point of view which cannot be 

considered complex.


