
Summary 

 

Foster care, which represents the most common form of substitute family care in many 

developed countries including Czech Republic, constitutes the topic of this thesis. Foster care 

is managed, controlled and financed by the state. Its purpose is to provide a foster home for 

child, whose parents cannot, do not want to, or fail to take care of for various reasons. In 

Czech Republic foster care has undergone an interesting development, which reflected 

situation at the time, as well as empirical and theoretical knowledge in this area. Under the 

Communist regime, which idealized institutional care, foster care was even canceled a 

number of years. At present, foster care is widely used and supported by the state. Experts 

stress the importance of long-term foster care and her ability to redress psychological 

deprivation in children. On the other side, the experts warn of dire psychological 

consequences of institutional care. According to the Act No. 89/2012 Coll., civil code as well 

as several international conventions, substitute family care takes precedence over institutional 

care. 

 The diploma thesis defines the basic concepts related to foster care (the right to respect 

for family life, the best interests of the child, substitute care for children, substitute family 

care, foster care and foster care for interim period) and offers a detailed look at the historical 

development of legislation on foster care in Czech Republic from its very beginnings to the 

present. Text briefly defines key national and international sources of legal regulation of 

foster care. Fundamental part of thesis focuses on legal regulation of foster care de lege lata, 

which is assessed with reference to the legislative changes introduced January 2013 by 

amendment to Act no. 359/1999 Coll., on social and legal protection of children, as well as 

legislative changes introduced January 2014 along with the re-codification of private law. The 

thesis assesses recent developments in foster care with regard to compliance with 

international obligations, particularly the obligation to protect the best interests of the child in 

accordance with Article 3 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989). Special 

attention is paid to arrangement of foster care, emphasizing the contact of children and 

biological parents, professionalization of foster care and foster care facilities. 

 


