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Mr. M te   Mor ve  sets out to explore in his thesis work the representation of U.S. 
suburbia in short prose texts by three important post-1950 American authors, John 
Cheever, John Updike, and Raymond Carver.  The thesis contains 82 pp. across some 
preliminary matter, six chapters, and a bibliography. As for the prose style, it reads 
crisply and displays fine compositional skill, and an ability too to retain his own 
critical trajectory and program amidst the body of criticism that he does engage. 
 
More exactly, this reader appreciated the rigorous use of contextualized close 
reading of the target cultural works, a critical strategy made possible and outfitted 
by a band of useful critical texts and a good historical perspective on the history of 
suburbia in U.S. culture. 
 
As far as the topical phenomenon of the image of suburbia that develops in his 
chosen short stories from the 1950s to the 1980s that cuts into and forms the 
principal object of focus for the present thesis investigations, I would ask the 
candidate,  
 
1) To articulate in a nutshell sort of way how his principal thesis and argumentation 
provoke unanswered questions that his thesis would give us to think about the 
concept of community both in its positive and in its negative aspects? 
 
2) Is the understanding that one may derive from the chosen fiction negative or 
positive overall with respect to the representation of U.S. suburbia as a form of life 
and of community as far as its future-oriented aspects, orientations, and prospects 
go? 
 
3) What are some of the key and maybe even unanswerable questions that his 
concrete analysis of his chosen prose works produce about the family universe in 
these prose texts?  
 
4) Do these prose texts suggest ways to get out of these deadlocks and impasses of 
commoditized life that traverse, subtend and shoot through the lifeworld and the 
context of these artistic worlds?  
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In light of the foregoing mentions, I hereby recommend the pre thesis defense mark 
of 1 (výborně) for the thesis work. 
 
 
Erik S. Roraback, D.Phil. (Oxon.), 
24 August 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 


