
Abstract
The aim of this thesis is to look at the role of the United States Peace Corps as a tool of soft power in the
context of international relations and at the use of soft power as an effective part of diplomacy. This
thesis has looks at the role of the Peace Corps in former British colonies in West Africa between 1961
and 1970.The project has focused the relationship of the newly independent British colonies with the
United States in a period of intensive ideological interest of the USSR in this part of the world.
The primary materials used in the paper have been journals and newspaper articles published by the
Peace Corps, testimonials of former Peace Corps volunteers and scholarly publications on the topic of
the Peace Corps, West African-American relations and relations between West Africa and the USSR.
The Peace Corps played an important role in establishing relations between the US and West African
countries in the 1960’s with a special emphasis on education. 


