
Abstract 

This thesis further analyses the question of political representation of ethnic 

minorities. Its main theoretical framework is created by theory of cleavages by S. Rokkan and 

S.M. Lipset, which describes conflict lines within the society and its influence on the party 

system. Further on, different definitions and approaches to the topic of ethnic identity, ethnic 

conflict and and ethnic and regional parties are introduced.  Second part of this thesis is 

composed of four case studies of selected European cities with relevant ethnic minorities. 

These are Leicester in United Kingdom, Espoo in Finland, German Frankfurt am Main and 

Romanian Cluj-Napoca. These cases are firstly analyzed by context of political representation 

of ethnic minorities. That is in the first place the share and nature of minority population and 

in the second place attributes of local political systems within both horizontal and vertical 

dimension. Factors with direct impact on political representation of ethnic minorities like 

electoral system, election right and any other special measures are analyzed further on.   

 


