Abstract

This diploma thesis attempts to provide an analysis of the human rights discourse in Japan
and Japanese foreign policy. The author analyses the most important current issues (falling
under the category of first-generation human rights) including: Korean minority issue,
discrimination against persons of burakumin origin, gender issue and the topic of comfort
women. In the second part of the thesis, the author explores the human rights discourse in
the foreign policy of Japan. With the help of his research conducted in 2013 in Tokyo among
diplomats, academics and NGO representatives, he examines three possible approaches to
explain the current state of affairs: a national interests approach, a constructivist approach
(cultural conditionality) and a policy-making approach (taking into account the role of

intrastate actors).



