
The broad field of foundations and non -  government, non -  partisan, non -  

profit institutions offers a great amount of different approaches to this topic. The here 

submitted study stresses one of the key points of connections between foreign 

institution and home state net of independent organizations. Using the method of case 

study brings deep and detail look into the ties among many different state and non -  

profit institutions.

This study analyses non -  partisan, public charity institution, The American 

Academy in Berlin. Considering the sphere of foundations in Germany and the roots 

of founding and philanthropy in the United States, it shows how these different 

approaches meet and cooperate. Description of activities and study of program is 

framing the main analytical part, which is focused on almost all fellowships that are 

offered by the American Academy in Berlin. Different institution grants each 

fellowship, private company, independent foundation or state authorities. These 

connections are described and used for tracking of different interest groups that might 

be involved in the activities of the Academy. In the wider prospective is shown how 

well established the Academy is and how large support it receives from German 

government, private sector and foundations on both sides of the Atlantic.

The main goal of this study is to show that there are institutions of fairly large 

size and influence that come to Germany work and serve as foundations and are not 

included in the main national statistic numbers of this sector. As a result these 

statistics do not reflect the real state of conditions. This study proofs on given 

example that closer attention to this whole topic could lead to better cooperation with 

foreign institutions, to better structural funding and distribution of support grants. 

Learning by cooperating is one of the ways to become stronger in the field of 

foundations. The fact that there is almost no attention to the actual activities of many 

foreign institutions in Germany was one of the main driving forces that stand behind 

the intention to work on this study.


