
This thesis entitled “Basics of liability for damage in civil law” examines 

general legislative, regulations and principles of damage liability. It focuses mainly on 

the comparison between the ways this issue is treated in the Act No. 40/1964 Coll., the 

old Civil Code, and the current one No. 89/2012 Coll. Where appropriate, comparison is 

also made to civil liability in the Dutch Civil Code.  

The concept of the thesis is based on the essential regulations of the above-

mentioned Civil Codes. One of my aims was to identify and explain the basic issues of 

liability for damage including possibilities of both damage prevention and conditions of 

damages. The question of damage prevention can be considered the most important part 

of civil liability for damage, as only with the complete knowledge of legal regulations 

and judicial practice can it be interpreted and put into practice without any 

complications. 

The thesis consists of four main parts, each of which is further divided into more 

detailed subsections. The central parts concentrate on some of the questions the 

acceptance of the new Civil Code has brought and on the essential reforms that have 

consequently been carried out, where the institute of liability for damage is only little 

subsection.  

The first part “General explanation of civil liability and liability for damage” 

defines the essential concept, legal regulation and the differences between the new and 

the old terminology. It is the best part where we can see the differences between the two 

Civil Codes. 

The following part “General assumptions of liability for damage” concentrates 

on the conditions under which liability for damage can arise. It also deals with a 

relatively new issue of wrongful birth and the understanding of that problem in Czech a 

Dutch civil law. 

The third part entitled “Damage Prevention” I consider as the most important 

part of the whole thesis as well as in civil liability.  

The last part “Damages” analyses the conditions of damage compensation, 

which is the section where the new Civil Code diverges from the old one most 

significantly. I only outlined this issue, because it could be a theme for another 

individual thesis.  



As the results of my research show, the recodification has brought new 

regulations, such as those concerning private law, which had been insufficient, but are 

most essential in today’s world. Even though changes in the terminology have also been 

made and further possibilities of both material and non-material damage compensation 

have been established. However, not all provisions of the earlier Civil Code were 

changed, most of the elementary principles have remained the same, or at least they 

were based on the earlier traditions.  


