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This thesis focuses on the theme of the journey and the changes that occur in the socio-

historical context of the Great Depression as well as in John Steinbeck‘s The Grapes of 

Wrath. The thesis is an expository piece on road literature, its features and how the chosen 

novel has earned its rightful place in the American oeuvre, specifically that of road literature. 

The thesis is separated into two major parts. The former part provides the reader with a socio-

historical context of the Great Depression as well as a background on the historical patterns of 

the ‘journey’ in America and how these two aspects are interrelated in the context of this 

thesis. The latter part constitutes the analysis of John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath by 

including the authorial relationship to the novel and the many aspects of the novel as studied 

through the scope of road literature. This part is further expanded by a close-up analysis of the 

changes in identity of characters in The Grapes of Wrath. The primary focus is on the notion 

of change and how it is connected to the notion of the road, including how the human being 

stands between these notions and is transformed in the process. 

  

Ms. Purkrabkova offers us here an excellent study of Steinbeck’s Meisterwerk and of both 

how it is characteristic of the picaresque tradition and how it in some ways extends (and 

contracts) the boundaries of that tradition.  Her analysis of stylistic, thematic, metaphoric, and 

psychologica aspects of The Grapes of Wrath is reliably insightful, and the scholarship she 

has consulted and which she cites in support of her readings is among the most respected.  

Her writing is exceptionally good throughout, and her fluency is, as is always the case, of 

inestimable value in conveying her ideas to the reader and in drawing the reader easily into 

serious interaction with her constructions.  Ms. Purkrabkova has done an admirable job here 

of making consideration of a critical presentation on a great book not too much less pleasant 

than reading the work itself. 

 

The principal downside of Mr. Purkrabkova’s careful treatment of The Grapes of Wrath is 

that it is, because of its carefulness, a treatment only of The Grapes of Wrath among 

Steinbeck’s works.  That the best of his works deserves such careful attention is without 

question; but one wonders whether some comparative component to Steinbeck’s other work—

or to a work or works of some other author(s)—might not have opened some additional 

window(s) and let in a little further critical illumination. 

 

Overall, however, this M.A. thesis was a pleasure to read and represents well Ms. 

Purkrabkova‘s considerable critical and expository skills.  It is worthy, I believe, of an 

evaluation of between “1, vyborne” and “1.5.” 

  

Thesis evaluation: Between “1, vyborne” and “1.5” 
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If the reader has any questions or needs additional information, please contact me at 

drobbins22@netzero.net. 
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