
Abstract (in English): 

French grammars define the word class adverbs as a very heterogeneous set distinguished 

particularly by its invariability and intransitivity. The aim of this thesis is to study the valency 

structure of certain French adverbs forming such a subset which to certain extent denies 

aforesaid definition. Therefore, the definition of adverbial valency and the characteristic of 

“inheritance“ and “fading“ of adverbial valency potential after a transformation from verbs 

and adjectives will be given. The outcomes of the theoretical part will then be verified by 

analysing the data presented in the electronic dictionary le Petit Robert completed by 

qualitative and quantitative analyses based on two written French corpuses: Frantext and 

L'Est Républicain. To describe the “inheritance“ and “fading“ of valency potential, the same 

method will be used to depict the set of the adverbs derived from the adjectives, which take 

prepositional phrases headed by the preposition de as their complement. This work will be 

based not only on the theory of general linguistics and grammar, but also on the knowledge of 

mathematical and corpus linguistics. 
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