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Abstrakt 

Diplomová práce Politická mobilizace etnicity ve Rwandě zkoumá obsah rádiových 

projevů, které hrály nechvalně známou roli v šíření nesnášenlivosti vůči Tutsiům před 

a v průběhu rwandské genocidy z roku 1994. Pro účely tohoto zkoumání je použita 

metoda tematické analýzy. Práce je rozdělena do dvou částí. 

První část této diplomové práce začíná konceptualizací klíčových pojmů včetně jejich 

teoretického ukotvení. Po teoretické části následuje historicko-analytický úsek práce, 

který mapuje původ a vývoj vztahu etnických skupin Hutuů a Tutsiů.  

Druhá, praktická část práce je zaměřena na studium diskurzu rwandské rádiové 

stanice Radio Télévision Libre des Mille Collines, která hrála klíčovou roli v budování 

nenávisti vůči Tutsiům a následné mobilizaci Hutuů v průběhu genocidy. Jádrem je 

tematická analýza anglických překladů rádiových projevů, jež byly odvysílány v 

průběhu let 1993 a 1994, kdy toto rádio existovalo.  

Cílem této práce je ukázat, jakým způsobem došlo k mobilizaci etnicity před a během 

rwandské genocidy v roce 1994. Počáteční pochopení historického vývoje 

komplexního vztahu mezi etniky Hutu a Tutsi umožní vysvětlit, co způsobilo 

nebývalou brutalitu a masovost zapojení do této smutné události. 
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analýza 
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Abstract 

The master thesis Political mobilization of ethnicity in Rwanda examines the content 

of radio broadcasts that played an infamous role in spreading the hatred aimed against 

the Tutsi minority before and during the Rwandan genocide in 1994. For the purposes 

of this study, the method of thematic analysis was employed. The thesis is divided 

into two parts. 

The first part of the thesis begins with the conceptualization of key terms including 

their theoretical underpinnings. Following the theoretical part, the next section 

contains historical analysis of Hutu-Tutsi relationship while mapping both its origins 

and subsequent development. 

The second, practical part of this work studies the discourse of Rwandan radio station 

Radio Télévision Libre des Mille Collines that played an essential role in inciting 

hatred towards the Tutsi minority and subsequent Hutu mobilization during the 

genocide. The core of this part comprises thematic analysis of English radio 

broadcasts transcripts, which aired in the period of 1993-1994 when this radio existed. 

The aim of this work is to shed light on how ethnicity was mobilized before and 

during the Rwandan genocide in 1994. Initial understanding of the historical 

development of a highly complex relationship between the Hutu and the Tutsi will 

help to explain what caused the unusually high brutality and large-scale involvement 

in this sad event. 

 

Keywords 

Rwanda, Hutu, Tutsi, RTLM, genocide, race, ethnicity, discourse analysis, thematic 

analysis 
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1. Project name 
Political mobilization of ethnicity in Rwanda 
 
2. Project background & choice of topic explanation 
Africa is a continent with rich history of civil wars, many of which are still on-going. 
One of the factors influencing (not only) the onset of these wars is ethnicity. Indeed, 
many authors (for example Fearon & Laitin 2003 or Collier & Hoeffler 2004) link 
ethnicity to the onset of civil wars. However, African societies are, partly due to their 
colonial history, naturally ethnically heterogeneous and so the mere presence of 
ethnic tensions does not directly constitute a causal relationship, as civil wars can be 
caused by several other factors such as struggle for resources, religion, despotic ruling 
elites, etc. A good example was the civil war in Sierra Leone in 1991-2002. Ethnicity 
played an important role in politics of the country, yet the violence during the war did 
not occur based on the ethnic affiliation. Thus, to accurately describe the role 
ethnicity plays in civil wars, I consider important to focus on the concrete 
mechanisms through which ethnicity is mobilized. Rwandan genocide of the Tutsis in 
1994 seems to be a suitable candidate for such an endeavour. Describing the concrete 
mechanisms or methods used to mobilize ethnicity in this case will clarify ethnicity’s 
role in civil wars and, possibly, help to prevent such conflicts (and avoid mass 
killings) in the future. 
 
I decided to choose this topic primarily for two reasons. The first one represents my 
ambition to broaden and deepen my knowledge of Africa, which I became 
increasingly interested in while taking „Security in Africa“ course. The second reason 
is my desire to understand how could the ethnic tensions between Hutus and Tutsis 
escalate into a large-scale genocide. 
 
3. The aim of the thesis 
The aim of the thesis is to identify the mechanism that enabled the mobilization of 
ethnicity in Rwanda, which ultimately led to one of the greatest genocides in modern 
history. In effect, this means to study the securitization and politicization of ethnicity 
and, also, the development of these processes over time. 
 
4. Research questions 
How was ethnicity politicized and securitized in Rwanda? In what manner were the 
ethnic tensions exploited during the civil war? How did the selected media contribute 
to the genocide following the assassination of Juvénal Habyarimana in April 1994? 
 
5. Hypothesis 
Through the usage of various types of utterances, ethnicity is deliberately securitized 
and politicized in order to achieve political power or to incite violence among 
different ethnic groups of a given state’s population. This is done by alienating and 
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defaming the contesting ethnic group. These groups can be traditional or artificially 
constructed depending on the needs of the mobilizing subject. 
 
6. Theoretical basis 
The main theoretical starting point for this work is constructivism. With respect to the 
key concepts used, the terms ethnicity, securitization and politicization are the most 
important and they are (at least briefly) defined below, also because these are directly 
used in this project. 
 
Key concepts & conceptualization 
 
For the purposes of this work, the first crucial concept is ethnicity. There are two 
main understandings of it. The first, essentialist, considers ethnicity as an inborn 
attribute that classifies each individual as a member of a given society (Smith 1991). 
However, it is the second one – constructivist conception – that offers desirable 
explanation of the topic and, thus, serves as a starting point for this work. 
Constructivist conception understands ethnicity as a social construction that is kept 
(and whose attributes are shaped) by the people themselves. Ethnic identity of an 
individual is not constantly the same, but it can change over time. Kanchan Chandra 
distinguishes between nominal and activated ethnic identity – the first one being 
identity characterized on the basis of one’s origin, whereas the second one is the 
identity that an individual assigns himself to or to which he is assigned by others 
(Chandra (ed.) 2012). It is exactly this activated identity that enables political 
mobilization of ethnicity. 
 
The second key concept is securitization. In short, by borrowing from Tarja 
Väyrynen’s article Securitised Ethnic Identities And Communal Conflicts: A Need for 
Problem-Constructing Conflict Resolution?, securitization can be described as “an 
intersubjective establishment of an existential threat with a saliency sufficient to have 
substantial political effects requiring emergency measures outside the normal bounds 
of political procedure (see Buzan, 1997; Waever et al., 1993; Neumann, 1997)”. 
 
The third important concept is politicization. That is nothing else than an 
incorporation of a given phenomenon into political context in order to help achieve 
certain political goal. 
 
7. Methodology and operationalization 
Typologically, the thesis will represent a qualitative research. The first, historical part 
will be predominantly descriptive whereas the second part will have an interpretative 
character. Discourse analysis will constitute the methodological framework for the 
second section. 
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Discourse analysis represents a suitable instrument for the analysis of securitization 
and politicization of ethnicity because  – similarly as constructivism believes in the 
social construction of reality – it believes that the texts and utterances not only serve 
as a medium for delivering an information, but that they construct the sense and 
meaning of objects and activities of the social world (Drulák 2008). 
 
Data collection for the analysis will be restricted to the period beginning with the 
onset of the Rwandan Civil War in 1990 and ending with the genocide of the Tutsis in 
1994. The data set will comprise of radio transcripts from Radio Rwanda and Radio 
Télévision Libre des Mille Collines (RTLM), selected printed material such as 
newspapers or magazines (the concrete title will be decided later, however, Kangura 
magazine is one of the possible candidates) and potentially other sources including 
transcripts of survivor testimonials or public speeches. Data from each media type 
will be analysed separately in individual sections within the second part of the thesis. 
Finally, given the intricacies of Kinyarwanda language, only English and French 
transcripts will be used for the analysis. The thesis itself will be written in English. 
 
Concerning the specific analytic method, thematic analysis (TA) will be applied to 
analyse the selected data sets. While sharing a common trait with other similar 
methods such as discourse analysis or thematic decomposition analysis – that is, 
seeking patterns (themes) across data sets, TA is not directly linked to any of the 
existing theoretical frameworks. (Braun & Clarke 2006) Thus, in this case, TA is 
going to be used as a constructionist method, “which examines the ways in which 
events, realities, meanings, experiences and so on are the effects of a range of 
discourses operating within society.” (Braun & Clarke 2006) In this case, the 
discourses in mind are the radio broadcast transcripts and other materials. 
 
8. Sources review 
Theoretical literature and other sources will be used to (a) adequately define the key 
concepts that will appear in this thesis and, also, (b) to better understand their 
historical and contemporary context. Specifically, the selected literature will include 
works focusing on constructivism and its conception of ethnicity (for example Bobo 
& Hutchings 1996, Chandra 2012, Kratochwil 1996), works dealing with the topic of 
securitization (Buzan 1997, Waever 1993), etc. 
 
Another body of literature will serve as a guideline for the thesis‘ methodology in 
general (Drulák 2008) and the selected method (thematic analysis) in particular (e.g. 
Braun & Clarke 2006). 
 
Historical analysis of ethnic tensions between Hutus and Tutsis will rely heavily on 
secondary sources. These will be primarily (yet not exclusively) focused not only on 
Rwanda, but also on Burundi (such as Lemarchand 1996), as important events – 
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especially mass killings of Hutus in the early 70’s – have an essential explanatory 
value to the evolution of the ethnic conflict in Rwanda. 
 
Finally, data for the actual thematic analysis will be sourced from abundant archives 
that are accessible online (such as Genocide Archive of Rwanda), collections of radio 
transcripts (large database kept by Montreal Institute For Genocide and Human Rights 
Studies), survivor testimonials (obtained from Genocide Archive of Rwanda 
Collection, for example) and various databases aggregating printed newspapers, 
journals or transcripts of public speeches (AllAfrica, Genocide Archive Rwanda – 
collection of Kangura magazine issues, etc.). 
 
9. Outline 
Introduction 
Theoretical background and definition of key concepts 
Literature review 
Methodology 
Historical analysis of the ethnic tensions in Rwanda (and Burundi to certain extent) 
Discourse analysis of the radio, print and other media sources 
Summary of the key findings and their comparison across the analysed media types 
Conclusion 
 
10. Sources 
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Introduction 

Rwanda is a small landlocked country in Central Africa. It is home to some 12 

million people (United Nations 2013: 54) out of which more than 80% identify 

themselves ethnically as Hutu1. The remaining share of the population is composed of 

the Tutsi (~15%) and a tiny Twa community of hunter-gatherers. When asked about 

Rwanda, few would be able to locate it on a map, yet for many it represents an 

epitome of ethnic violence and poverty. Popularized by the widely acclaimed 2004 

film Hotel Rwanda, the story of mass atrocities carried out on (predominantly) the 

Tutsi became a common knowledge. In reality, no one really knows how many people 

died during the ominous hundred days following the assassination of Juvénal 

Habyarimana, Rwanda’s third president, in April 1994. Initial violence soon turned 

into massacres that ultimately resulted in genocide2. Its death toll estimates range 

from a conservative 500 000 to a less optimistic 1 000 000. (Mamdani 2002: 5; Goose 

and Smyth 1994: 90) Because of its enormous scale, the Rwandan genocide easily 

bears comparison with the crimes committed on Jews during the Second World War. 

However, 

 

[u]nlike the Nazi Holocaust, the Rwandan genocide was not carried out 

from a distance, in remote concentration camps beyond national borders 

[…] The Rwandan genocide was executed with the slash of machetes 

rather than the drop of crystals, with all the gruesome detail of a street 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 In contemporary Rwanda, the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa categories no longer exist, as, officially, all the 
individuals should be referred to as „Rwandans“. 
2 The definition of genocide can be found in the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. In Article II, it is defined as “acts […] with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group.” (United Nations 1948: 280) These 
include killing or seriously harming members of a selected population group, inflicting conditions that 
deny given group’s existence and preventing birth of or forcibly transferring children. (United Nations 
1948: 280) 
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murder rather than the bureaucratic efficiency of a mass extermination. 

(Mamdani 2002: 5) 

 

During the killings, Hutu husbands often did not hesitate to kill their Tutsi wives 

along with their offspring. Nonetheless, the intimate nature of the killings and the 

tenacity of the murderers were still not the only factors that distinguished the two 

genocides. It was also the unusually high number of perpetrators and the lightning-

speed mobilization that stood out. Even though the Rwandan government blamed 

majority of the Hutu population, in her 2004 study, Scott Straus (2004: 93) 

realistically estimated the number of perpetrators to be around 175 000 – 210 000. As 

the news about Habyarimana’s death aired on radio, killings spread like wildfire. 

The breadth of population engagement, the depth of conviction and the speed 

at which the interahamwe3 were able to convert ordinary citizens into death squads all 

foreshadow a much more complex socio-political interplay than in the case of the 

Holocaust. How was it possible that, in a country where Hutu-Tutsi marriages were so 

common, people were able to kill members of their own families in a blink of an eye? 

Was the underlying cause political, ethnic, economic or their combination? How was 

ethnicity politicized and securitized in Rwanda? How did RTLM mobilize ethnic 

divisions between the Hutu and the Tutsi? The aim of the thesis is to answer these 

questions by providing a holistic understanding of Hutu-Tutsi relationship and by 

describing the mechanism through which the tensions between the two were exploited 

to ultimately launch one of the greatest bloodsheds in modern history. This work is 

thus divided into two main parts with each consisting of several chapters. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3 Also written as interhamwe, meaning "those who stand/work/fight/attack together" in Kinyarwanda 
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The first part begins with a brief overview of key theoretical concepts. It then 

deals with the history of Rwanda, reviews existing literature on the origins of the 

Hutu and the Tutsi and describes the impact of the country’s colonial legacy. This 

involves historicizing Hutu-Tutsi interaction both within and beyond the borders of 

Rwanda over different periods of time. In effect, this means to study the securitization 

and politicization of ethnicity and, also, the development of these processes over time. 

It is necessary to add that this part will have an interdisciplinary character, as it will 

often draw from anthropology and sociology, especially during the conceptualization 

of terms such as race and ethnicity. The ultimate outcome of the first part is a 

comprehensive description of how the Hutu and the Tutsi perceived each other in the 

early 1990s and how it shaped their behaviour in the build-up towards the genocide. 

This understanding will serve as a starting point for the thematic analysis conducted 

in the second part of the thesis. The initial hypothesis is that since the beginning of the 

colonial period, the Tutsi were deliberately constructed as an alien population. Being 

perceived as foreign invaders occupying the Hutu land rather than native ethnic group 

paved the road for extreme violence sparked by Habyarimana’s assassination. 

The second part contains qualitative analysis of radio broadcast transcripts that 

aired on Radio Télévision Libre des Mille Collines (RTLM) from its establishment in 

July 1993 until its termination in July 1994. These transcripts are studied by using 

thematic analysis. The rationale behind choosing RTLM (and radio as a medium) is 

described in the methodological chapter of this section. For now, it suffices to say that 

one of the main reasons was the fact that RTLM was created to spread hateful rhetoric 

against the Tutsi. The analysis sheds light on how certain aspects of the Rwandan 

discourse were used to incite and mobilize the Hutu population to exterminate the 

Tutsi minority and how (if at all) these aspects correlate with the depiction of Hutu-
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Tutsi relationship provided at the end of part one. In the thesis proposal, it was 

mentioned that Kangura magazine, which was also used to spread hateful rhetoric 

against the Tutsi, would be also incorporated into the thematic analysis. Yet, due to 

the fact that it was largely published in Kinyarwanda, it was not included in the end.  

The second part begins by describing the theoretical framework of discourse 

analysis followed by the description of thematic analysis as an applied analytical 

method. It also includes information about the selected data set. The initial hypothesis 

is that through the usage of various types of utterances, Tutsi ethnicity was 

deliberately politicized and securitized in order to incite violence aimed against this 

minority. By alienating and defaming the Tutsi population, the goal was to facilitate 

the eradication of the Tutsi so that they would not be able to take control of the state.  



	   5	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part I 

– 

The origins and evolution of Hutu-Tutsi relationship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



	   6	  

1. Definition of key concepts and their conceptualization 

To begin with, key concepts that are used frequently throughout the work need 

to be defined. This is especially important because definitions of concepts such as 

race and ethnicity often vary, which inevitably leads to their different interpretation. 

The paragraphs below provide a brief overview of the most dominant perceptions of 

the crucial concepts as well as a clear delineation of how these concepts are 

understood – and build upon – in this work. 

 

1.1 Race & Ethnicity 

Even though the dividing line between race and ethnicity is often blurry 

(Eriksen 1993: 6), the two are generally not considered the same. Simply put, race 

implies a sum of qualities inherited at birth, whereas ethnicity infers a socio-cultural 

dimension. With that being said, the understanding and conceptual overlap between 

race and ethnicity can differ to quite some extent based on the underlying academic 

tradition. A more holistic conceptualization of these terms is provided below. 

 

The concept of race has a long history and its usage changed over time. As 

Banton (1998: 4) explains, in the 16th to 18th centuries “the word ‘race’ was mostly 

used to designate a set of persons […] connected by common descent or origin.” 

Horáková (2007: 114) adds that during this era, Europeans’ understanding of race was 

also heavily influenced by the slave trade, which led them to attribute differences in 

phenotype (e.g., black skin) to different lifestyle (culture). 

Later on, researchers began to link physical differences to mental qualities. 

One of the most influential authors from this stream of thought was French writer 
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Arthur de Gobineau, whose belief that Persians (“real Aryans”) were superior to other 

races (Gobineau 1915: 33) was later on plainly abused by Adolf Hitler. In his book 

The Inequality of Human Races published in 1850s, Gobineau (1915: 45-49) argued 

that races, which he largely characterized by the colour of skin, were unequal, 

possessing different levels of intelligence and having distinct behavioral 

predispositions. Horáková (2007: 115) notes that British physician Robert Knox 

reached similar conclusions in his book The Races of Men published in 1850, where 

he linked South Africans’ anatomical differences to the nation’s character. In time, 

these theories were logically largely discredited. 

With scientific progress, further theories on race emerged, especially from the 

realm of biology and the study of genetics. Banton (1998: 15) notes biology employed 

a ‘“bottom-up’ theory which started from individual genes and worked upwards to 

show how they determined inherited behaviour patterns.” With that being said, 

prominent Norwegian anthropologist Thomas Hylland Eriksen (1993, p. 5) argue that 

racial differentiation is rather misleading in contemporary society and does not reflect 

reality, in which frequent interbreeding between various population groups and 

unclear distribution of hereditary physical features make racial segmentation obsolete. 

Still, Eriksen (1993: 5) adds that “concepts of race can nevertheless be relevant to the 

extent that they inform people’s actions; at this level, race exists as a cultural 

construct[.]” 

This leads us to Max Weber’s conceptualization of racial identity as “common 

inherited and inheritable traits that actually derive from common descent.” (Weber 

1968: 385) True to his constructionist nature, Weber (1968: 385) stresses it is the 

perception of belonging to the same race that is key to the formation of a racial group. 

Concerning the effects of racial differentiation, Weber (1968: 385) argues that 
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manifestations associated to racial identification are typically negative and that these 

are not limited to individuals with anthropological similarities. One of these 

manifestations can be racial alienation. Bobo and Hutchings (1996: 967) describe 

“racial alienation as a collective and historically developed sense of group position 

in the social order.“ As will be described later, racial alienation of the Tutsi 

implemented by the Belgians in 1930s had a serious impact on both the Hutu social 

revolution in 1959 and the Rwandan genocide in 1994.   

 

The term ethnicity was first used at the end of the 19th century by a French 

anthropologist Georges Vacher de Lapouge to differentiate socio-cultural 

characteristics of a population from its physical characteristics that he attributed to 

race. (Bolaffi et al. 2003: 94) Furthermore, Lapouge believed that “single ethnicity 

could include individuals of different races brought together by historical factors[.]” 

(Bolaffi et al. 2003: 94) In essence, this means he believed ethnicity was socially 

constructed, as phenotype (observable characteristics) did not represent an essential 

factor in determining one’s ethnic classification. In light of the historical realities of 

the Hutu and the Tutsi, as will be shown later in the work, this understanding – 

despite its age – holds a remarkable value. 

Since then, several approaches to understanding ethnicity have emerged. 

These include primordialism and instrumentalism, which “dominated the literature 

for much of the cold war era” (Persons 1999: 140), essentialism, perennialism, 

modernism and, finally, constructivism that has become increasingly popular among 

the contemporary social scientists. The paragraphs below provide a short review of 

each of these approaches. 
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It was American sociologist Edward Shils who coined the primordial notion of 

ethnicity, however, its core argument is probably best illustrated in the work of 

Clifford Geertz who further developed Shils’ concept later on. Geertz (1973: 259) 

understands ethnicity as a collection of innate bonds – so called “givens” – such as 

physical location, kinship, religion, language or social practices which an individual is 

born into and which, perceived by an individual rather naturally, strongly influence 

one’s ethnic affiliation. Even though this approach primarily points to the existence of 

powerful primordial relationships apart from those established through social 

interaction (Fenton 2010: 81), primordial notion of ethnicity was criticized for its 

propensity to “freeze both the culture and the boundaries of ethnic groups[.]” (Eller 

1999: 80) 

Not unlike primordialism, perennialism stresses the importance of ancestral 

heritage. According to Fishman (1980: 84-85) 

[e]thnicity has always been experienced as a kinship phenomenon, a 

continuity within the self and within those who share an 

intergenerational link to common ancestors. Ethnicity is partly 

experienced as being ‘bone of their bone, flesh of their flesh, and blood 

of their blood’. 

What differentiates perennialism from primordialism is precisely this notion of only 

partial influence of ancestry to ethnicity. As Madianou (2011: 9) explains, 

“primordialists see ethnic differences and identities as natural and given; 

perennialists accept there is continuity through time although differences are not 

necessarily given.” 
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Next, in part similar to the previous approaches, the essentialist understanding 

of ethnicity believes there is as a set of innate, fixed attributes that classify each 

individual as a member of a given ethnic group. For Smith (1991: 20),  

 

[a]n ethnic group is a type of cultural collectivity, one the emphasizes 

the role of myths of decent and historical memories, and that is 

recognized by one of more cultural differences like religion, customs, 

language, or institutions.  

 

Furthermore, as Young (1996: 84) points out, 

 

[e]thnic essentialism (the belief that members of racial or ethnic groups 

differ from each other in some essential way, possibly with a biological 

basis) is the ideological core of racism. 

 

The utilization of this perspective in practice is demonstrated on the Belgian 

racialization of the Hutu and the Tutsi described in the chapter focusing on the period 

of Belgian colonization. 

 Contrary to the previous conceptualizations, modernists “attributed the 

salience of ethnicity to the rise of the nation-state over the past two or three centuries.” 

(Wimmer 2013: 1) 

Finally, the two approaches that provide theoretical basis for this work are 

instrumentalism and constructivism, as they offer the highest value with respect to 

explaining the role of ethnicity in the Rwandan genocide. It is important to note that 

while the body of text below illuminates the differences between these approaches, 
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the theoretical outcomes of the two should not be seen as contradictory. Instead, it 

should point to the notion that, to a certain degree, constructivism incorporates 

instrumentalism. 

One of the main proponents of ethnic instrumentalism was probably social 

anthropologist Abner Cohen,  who believed that “ethnicity is essentially a political 

phenomenon[.]” (Cohen 1969: 200) Especially with respect to colonial Africa, he 

understood ethnic groups as interest groups composed of individuals who sought the 

same economic and political gains by either protecting privileges granted by the 

colonizer or trying to reverse their subordinate social status. (Cohen 1969: 192) 

However, instrumentalism was rightfully criticized for treating ethnicity as a trait 

readily available for political manipulation while disregarding the necessity of 

relating the internal “we” to the external “they” as well as neglecting the importance 

of deeply rooted socio-cultural legacy as an essential component to the formation of 

ethnic identity (Esman 1994: 13-14) This is where constructivist conception of 

ethnicity becomes useful. 

Constructivist conception understands ethnicity, similarly to race, as a social 

construction that is kept – and whose attributes are shaped – by the people themselves. 

This means, as Tarja Väyrynen points out, that ethnic identity of an individual can 

change over time: 

 

Although ethnicity can be a part of the relative natural conception of the 

world of the social group, it is not a stabile element. On the contrary, its 

meaning and content are constantly negotiated in the social interaction 

between social actors. (Väyrynen 1997) 
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To be sure, it was the founding father of the constructivist approach, Max Weber 

(1968: 385-398), who asserted the claim that ethnic groups were social constructs. 

Furthermore, Weber (1968: 389) explained, “it is primarily the political community 

[…] that inspires the belief in common ethnicity.” 

Similarly to Weber, several researchers led by Norwegian social 

anthropologist Fredrik Barth believe that “ethnic groups are categories of ascription 

and identification by the actors themselves, and thus have the characteristic of 

organizing interaction between people.” (Barth 1969: 10) In other words, ethnic 

group affiliation rests on the actions and beliefs of its members. However, as 

mentioned in the previous paragraph, it is necessary to add that it is not only the 

identification from within that constitutes an ethnic group – there needs to be a 

recognition of the fact from outside of the group as well. (Barth 1969: 11) 

Furthermore, Barth (1969: 9-10) emphasizes that, based on empirical studies, ethnic 

distinctions do not require groups’ isolation to endure and that they persist even if 

individuals change membership from one ethnic group to another. 

Contemporary political scientist Kanchan Chandra (2012: 10) distinguishes 

between nominal and activated ethnic identity – the former being an identity 

characterized on the basis of one’s origin, whereas the second one is an identity that a 

given individual identifies with or to which he is assigned by others. In this sense, 

nominal ethnic identity is similar to what Barth (1969: 13) calls “categorical 

ascription” and serves as means to assigning a person to a group based on the 

individual’s innate background. On the other hand, it is the activated identity that is 

prone to change due to (not exclusively) external factors and that enables political 

mobilization of ethnicity. 
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To conclude, “[w]hen there is a need to mobilize persons on behalf of their 

interests, the invocation of ethnic or racial bonds can be a powerful call to unity.” 

(Cornell & Hartmann 2007: 100) Surely, “their interests” could be substituted for both 

the interests of the mobilized and the interests of the mobilizing. Yet, 

 

[n]ot only material, political, or status interests are at stake in ethnic and 

racial construction. For some persons and groups, their sense of who 

they are and how they fit into the world around them may be at stake as 

well. (Cornell & Hartmann 2007: 101) 

 

Thus, when analysing ethnicity or race as a tool for political mobilization, it is 

necessary to take into account the cultural and economic background of the given 

ethnic or racial group. Finally, it was mentioned that in the constructivist 

understanding race and ethnicity overlap. Nevertheless, by borrowing the idea from 

Mamdani (2002: 26), in this work it is useful to think about race as a vertical 

distinction and about ethnicity as a horizontal distinction. 

 

1.2 Politicization 

The third important concept is politicization, which is de facto incorporation 

of a given phenomenon into political agenda in order to achieve a certain political 

goal. This work focuses on the politicization of ethnicity in Rwanda, whose logic 

stems from the theoretical underpinnings of ethnic instrumentalism described above. 

However, relying on these only would be misleading and it is necessary to draw from 

the constructivist conception of ethnicity to better reflect the reality. 

To be more specific, “politicization of ethnicity requires actors to mobilize 
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identities, but explanations vary as regards what surrounding conditions may 

facilitate politicized ethnicity.” (Basedau et al. 2012: 194) Basedau et al. (2012: 194-

196) further summarize three sets of possible explanations: structural, institutional, 

and historical.  

The first set of explanations, structural, concentrates on “the relative size of 

various ethnic groups within a given society.” (Basedau et al. 2012: 194) The authors 

argue that the lower the level of ethnic fractionalization there is within a society, the 

higher is its mobilization potential, which can be further increased by the existence of 

different religions or unequal wealth distribution. (Basedau et al. 2012: 194) 

The second set of explanations, institutional, highlights the role of given 

country’s “fragmentation of the party system[.]” (Basedau et al. 2012: 196) Giving 

Burkina Faso, Tanzania and Mali as an example, the authors claim that the bigger the 

number of political parties there is in a state, the higher the chance is for ethnicity to 

be politicized. (Basedau et al. 2012: 196) 

Finally, the historical set of explanations builds on the reanimation of past 

divisions and animosities between ethnic identities, which are typically connected to 

unequal wealth distribution or ethnic conflict and whose origins may not be 

necessarily linked to the colonial era. (Basedau et al. 2012: 196)  

The sets of explanations provided above are not mutually exclusive and the 

validity of each of them can vary on a case-by-case basis. Essentially, they provide a 

nice analytical framework for the study of a selected event. Based on the historical 

overview of Hutu-Tutsi relations and the results of thematic analysis, it will be 

possible to make a conclusion as to what set of explanations (or their combination) 

was the most salient in the politicization of ethnicity before and during the Rwandan 

genocide. 
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1.3 Securitization 

The fourth key concept is securitization. Its origin is directly linked to the 

Copenhagen School, more specifically to the school’s seminal work Security: A New 

Framework for Analysis. In it, Buzan et al. (1998: 23-24) describe that an issue 

becomes securitized when it is “presented as an existential threat, requiring 

emergency measures and justifying actions outside the normal bounds of political 

procedure.” The word presented leaves no doubt about the constructivist nature of the 

process, as it is not necessarily the real importance of an issue that matters but the 

way it is framed. Furthermore, based on the definition above, securitization can be 

perceived as a more extreme form of politicization. (Buzan et al. 1998: 23) 

Thierry Balzacq, a Belgian scholar, criticized the idea of securitization being 

only a speech act. Instead, Balzacq (2005: 172) argues that securitization should be 

understood as a pragmatic act and needs to take into consideration relevant context, 

target audience and, finally, the power relations of both speaker and audience. 

Evidence about the considerations of context, target audience and power relations will 

be searched for in the thematic analysis. 

Finally, it is useful to establish a link between securitization and ethnicity. In 

the words of Tarja Väyrynen (1997),  

 

[s]ince security comes also in the form of ethnic groups, the modern 

condition characterised by dislocation and a variety of forms of 

alienation works for the processes of violent ethnic identification and 

the securitization of ethnic identities. 
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This consideration and the key concept of securitization as conceptualized by Buzan 

et al. above – presentation as an existential threat, requiring emergency measures – 

will be important for the thematic analysis in the second part of the thesis. 

 

2. Historicizing Hutu-Tutsi relationship 

In search for the roots of the Rwandan genocide, the scope of this work will 

not be limited to the boundaries of Rwanda as both the origins and subsequent 

dynamics of Hutu-Tutsi relationship go well beyond the borders of the state. First, as 

will be described later in the text, Hutu and Tutsi ethnicities are not exclusive to 

Rwanda, but exist in neighbouring countries as well – most notably in Burundi and 

southern Uganda. Second, Rwanda’s history is filled with violent events that forced a 

large number of refugees to flee abroad, mostly to the neighbouring countries of 

Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania and Congo (for a better sense of regional geography, see 

the map extract on the next page). Later on, living in poor conditions, remembering 

the injustices of the past and desiring to return to their homeland, these refugees 

formed militant groups that crossed borders back to Rwanda in pursuit of retaliation 

or with aspirations for political change. Finally, one cannot forget to mention the 

massive waves of refugees that came to Rwanda from Burundi in the second half of 

the 20th century in the wake of recurring ethnic massacres that plagued the country for 

decades. 
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(United Nations 2008) 

 

The aim of this section is to shed light on who are the peoples of Tutsi and 

Hutu, where they came from and how these identities (and the relationship between 

them) should be understood. The underlying question that needs to be addressed is 

whether Hutu and Tutsi are the same people or different ethnicities (or even races). If 

the latter proved to be the case, one could then ask: Was the differentiation innate or 

artificially constructed? Did it change over time or remained stable? 

The search for answers to these questions requires historicizing Hutu-Tutsi 

interplay from its inception right to its culmination in 1994. The primary focus is 

given on the events with deemed significance for Hutu-Tutsi relationship. In order to 

achieve a reasonable level of clarity, this section is divided chronologically into four 
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main chapters whose geographical scope varies in relation to the relevancy of events 

taking place in that particular period. 

 First part of the analysis focuses on the period preceding European 

colonization that began at the end of the 19th century. The chapter examines socio-

economic relations of the people who later became characterized as either Hutu or 

Tutsi. This entails looking at periods both before and after the establishment of 

kingdom in Rwanda as well as analysing its complex array of patronage systems and 

their evolution. 

 Second part examines the era of Rwanda’s colonization by Europeans - 

initially the Germans, who were replaced by the Belgians after the end of the First 

World War. It looks at the Belgian reforms of 1920s & 1930s and the impact they had 

on the Rwandan society. This chapter concludes with a description of the 1959 Hutu 

revolution that ultimately led to the country’s independence in July 1962. 

 Third part begins with an overview of the period of violence following the 

declaration of independence. Apart from internal affairs, it also describes repressions 

against the Hutu population in Burundi, which paved the way to Habyarimana’s rise 

to power in 1973 coup d’état. Last but not least, the chapter follows the circumstances 

and important events – most notably Rwandan Civil War, which began in October 

1990 and ended with the signing of the Arusha Accords in August 1993 – that marked 

Habyarimana’s 20-year long rule until his death in April 1994, when his plane was 

shot down while preparing to land at Kigali airport. 

 Finally, the fourth part focuses on the start and development of the actual 

genocide that took place in the period between April and July of 1994. It reflects on 

the findings presented in the previous chapters of this section while trying to 

contextualize them with the events that happened on the ground. However, rather than 
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trying to provide an exhaustive overview of the genocide, the chapter focuses on the 

socio-cultural dimension of the tragedy. 

 To conclude the section, the last chapter provides a summary of the evolution 

of Hutu-Tutsi relationship. It tries to distil a set of principles that had a decisive role 

in forming the perceptions of the Hutu and the Tutsi about each other. These 

principles then serve – along with the initial scan of RTLM radio broadcast transcripts 

– as a basis for the creation of analytical categories for the purposes of thematic 

analysis conducted in the second part of the thesis. 

 

2.1 Pre-colonial era – the origins of Hutu and Tutsi 

 First settlers inhabited the region some 2000 years ago (Des Forges 1999: 31), 

though “[t]he first written accounts of the Great Lakes kingdoms date from the mid-

nineteenth century [originating from] British merchants and missionaries[.]” 

(Chrétien 2003: 28) Those who arrived to the territory of contemporary Rwanda 

appreciated its geographical features. The country’s relatively high altitudes of 

mountainous terrain compensated for its position close to the equator, resulting in 

mild temperatures and steady rainfall throughout the year. These conditions made the 

land suitable for both raising cattle and agricultural cultivation. Furthermore, on top 

of the pleasant climate, “[n]either malaria nor trypanosomiasis was found [t]here.” 

(Vansina 2004: 22) 

Indeed, as implied above, settlers sustained themselves mainly via agricultural 

cultivation of the land. As Vansina (2004: 23) describes, during the 17th century, most 

of the inhabitants were primarily farmers with a couple of heads of cattle, but there 

also existed a small number of cattle herders coexisting beside them. Even though 

farmers and herders lived separately, the necessities of both cattle herding and 
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farming required maintenance of at least basic relations, which were, after all, 

mutually beneficial. (Vansina 2004: 27-28) Before the first kingdom ruled by mwami 

(king) Ruganza Bwimba was established in the 15th century, the society was most 

likely organized into clans or lineages. (Lemarchand 1970: 19)  

Across the literature dealing with the origins of the Hutu and the Tutsi, there is 

a general agreement that, historically, the Tutsi were cattle-raisers and the Hutu were 

farmers. However, Mamdani (2002: 51) questioned this unequivocal opinion by 

pointing out that recent research showed many Hutu had cattle before the arrival of 

the Tutsi, and, similarly that many Tutsi were farmers. In fact, Mamdani (2002: 57, 

74) urges the reader not to forget about the existence of a lower-caste Tutsis, so-called 

“petits Tutsi”, whose social status was very close to the ordinary Hutu population. 

Nonetheless, this leads to the notion that in pre-colonial era, “the social 

boundaries between the Hutus and the Tutsis were fluid. The type of work was the 

primary difference between the groups.“ (White 2009: 473) Economic relationships 

between the inhabitants were governed by various patron-client systems that changed 

their form over time. As Mamdani (2002: 65-66) explains by borrowing from the 

findings of Catherine Newbury’s research conducted in Kinyaga region, there existed 

three types of patron-client systems over time: umuheto, ubuhake, and ubureetwa.  

Umuheto represented a system of 

 

periodic gift of cattle from client lineages to patrons in return for 

regular protection […] [and] was necessarily confined to those who 

owned cattle, leaving out the growing number of the cattle-less poor. 

(Mamdani 2002: 65) 
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Even though this system was unfair, it was also, in essence, quite considerate to the 

poor. Since majority of the poor were Hutus who typically had no cattle anyway, this 

measure had little to no impact on them. 

The shift to ubuhake had a two-fold effect. First, the chief-lineage relationship 

was replaced with a one characterized by individualist patron-client bond, and second, 

instead of periodic gifts, cattle was basically lent to the client. (Mamdani 2002: 65) 

The latter of these changes meant that the poor were no longer excused from the 

system, which only exacerbated the perception of exploitation. Nevertheless, Prunier 

(1995: 15) pointed out that even though ubuhake fostered ethnic segregation, there 

were cohesive forces – joint waging of wars and shared religious traditions – too. It is 

also worth mentioning that this patronage system probably originally existed within 

the Tutsi stratum and it was only later when it started to govern the Tutsi-Hutu 

relations. (Newbury, cited in Prunier 1995: 14)  

Finally, the third clientship system, ubureetwa, “entailed manual labor for the 

local hill chief, performed as ‘payment’ for occupation of the land.” (Mamdani 2002:  

66) It was only imposed on the Hutu and so, quite logically, became probably the most 

hated element of ethnic exploitation until its true dissolution in the social revolution of 

1959. Furthermore, Mamdani (2002: 98) asserts that “[m]ore than any other 

[imposition], it testified to the existence of Tutsi privilege in colonial Rwanda and 

highlighted the social separation between the petit Tutsi and the average Hutu.” The 

evolution of Rwanda’s social system is well described by Des Forges (1999: 33): 

 

As the Rwandan state grew in strength and sophistication, the 

governing elite became more clearly defined and its members, like 

powerful people in most societies, began to think of themselves as 
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superior to ordinary people. The word “Tutsi,” which apparently first 

described the status of an individual – a person rich in cattle – became 

the term that referred to the elite group as a whole and the word “Hutu” 

– meaning originally a subordinate or follower of a more powerful 

person – came to refer to the mass of the ordinary people. 

 

To sum up, even though the Hutu were most likely predominantly farmers, 

whereas the Tutsi inclined to raising cattle, these categories were by no means 

absolute. Based on the notions of patron-client systems, the dominant source of social 

organization rested on economic principles, not ethnic divisions. Nevertheless, the 

invention of ubureetwa signalled that there existed an ethnic dimension, too. After all, 

this ethnic division was to become far more salient in the colonial period. 

 

2.2 Colonial era 

Colonization of the Great Lakes Region began towards the end of the 19th 

century, and, as will be described in the chapters below, was instrumental to the 

evolution of Hutu-Tutsi relationship, especially in Rwanda. Mamdani (2002: 9) 

argues “that the Rwandan genocide needs to be thought through within the logic of 

colonialism.“ Furthermore, Mamdani (2002: 9-14) identifies two types of genocidal 

impulses associated with the onset of colonial rule – “settler’s genocide”, standing for 

the decimation of indigenous population obstructing the progress and development of 

a colony, and “native’s genocide”, representing the annihilation of the colonizers by 

the natives, stemming from the logic of self-preservation of the indigenous population 

facing an alien invasion. Mamdani (2002: 14) believes that the Rwandan genocide 
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should be understood as the latter case (his will be discussed further in the following 

chapters). 

 

2.2.1 Brief German colonization 

 The beginnings of German colonial exploration of the traditional African 

kingdoms of Rwanda and Burundi can be traced to the expeditions of Oskar Baumann 

in 1892 and Count Gustav Adolf von Götzen in 1894 (Lemarchand 1970: 47-48). 

When these expeditions met with the local population, they noticed there were 

physical differences between certain individuals. Not only that, they also observed the 

distribution of power between them. As the Duke Adolphus Frederick of 

Mecklenburg (1910: 47-48) noted in his book In the Heart of Africa describing his 

expedition to Central Africa in 1907-1908,  

 

Wahutu […] are a medium-sized type of people, whose ungainly figures 

betoken hard toil, and who patiently bow themselves in abject bondage to 

the latter arrived yet ruling race, the Watussi. […] The Watussi are a tall, 

well-made people with an almost ideal physique. 

 

He was struck by the Tutsis’ 4  grace and the elegance of their proportions. 

Mecklenburg (1910: 48) continued to describe their bronze-brown skin and high 

foreheads, which he considered unmistakable evidence of foreign origin. This brings 

us to the notion of Hamitic hypothesis, a peculiar concept rooted in biblical myth, 

which served as a cornerstone for the Belgian racialization of Hutu and Tutsi 

ethnicities during the colonial reforms of 1920s and 1930s. (Mamdani 2002: 76-102) 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4 To prevent possible confusion, Wahutu and Watussi correspond to Hutu and Tutsi, respectively – 
they are merely different labels of the same people.	  
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This notion is discussed further in the next chapter focusing on the period of Belgian 

colonial rule. 

With that being said, it is fair to admit that there probably were observable 

differences between people. Yet, it is questionable whether all those who were 

described as either Hutu or Tutsi were actually considered Hutu and Tutsi at the time. 

Furthermore, Hutu and Tutsi intermarried, which brings up Eriksen’s claim, 

mentioned in the conceptualization section of this thesis, that racial differentiation is 

meaningless due to frequent interbreeding between races. It could be argued that this 

was not necessarily the case of Rwanda, as prior to European colonization, farmers 

and cattle herders lived quite separately. The country’s geographical features 

supported this separation, as thick marshes frequently present in-between the hills 

created a natural barrier isolating the people who lived on these hills. However, with 

the development of modern state, cohabitation and intermarriages became more 

common and so the differentiation between Hutu and Tutsi based on physical features 

alone became much more difficult. (Mamdani 2002: 53-54) 

Putting the race and power considerations aside, the Germans did not care 

much about developing the territory they were entrusted. (Prunier 1995: 35) This 

meant that apart from sending missionaries, the Germans had initially little control 

over the territory. Nevertheless, they supported the Tutsi dominance, as they 

considered the Tutsi superior. Indeed, they aided the Tutsi aristocracy in increasing its 

power over the Rwandan territory via annexations. (Uvin 1997: 95) Yet, apart from 

this, there is little to say about the period of the German colonization, as no evidence 

of other major reforms or initiatives was found. 
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2.2.2 Belgian reforms of 1920s and 1930s 

Belgium gained control over the Ruanda-Urundi5 territory after the end of the 

First World War as a League of Nations‘ mandate. (Lemarchand 1970: 1) Similarly to 

the Germans before them, the Belgians wanted to exploit the territory for their 

personal gain. However, unlike the Germans, they were much more elaborate in terms 

of creating a plausible political environment that would enable them to reap profits 

with minimal maintenance. 

To achieve this, Belgian authorities instigated a series of reforms spread over 

1920s and 1930s with the aim of strengthening the Tutsi dominance. Relying heavily 

on the Hamitic hypothesis, they constructed the Tutsi as alien hamites and the Hutu as 

indigenous subjugates. (Mamdani 2002: 88-90) This process culminated with the 

distribution of identity cards in the early 1930s, which fixed the identity of each 

individual as Tutsi, Hutu or Twa (more on this below). 

Mainly developed from the mid-19th century, the most radical form of Hamitic 

hypothesis was probably that of Charles G. Seligman in his book Races of Africa, 

published in 1930. With that being said, the foundations of Hamitic hypothesis were 

operated with much sooner for political purposes across the spectrum of colonizing 

nations. (Mamdani: 79-82) As Chrétien (2003: 50) notes with respect to the 

exploration of the Great Lakes region, Hamitic hypothesis was the key idea shaping 

the understanding of different ethnics among the local population. “To emphasize 

mankind’s unity, the missionaries tied the region’s different populations to various 

Ham lineages discussed in Genesis.” (Chrétien 2003: 33)  

Returning to Seligman, his hypothesis was “that everything of value ever 

found in Africa was brought there by these Hamites, a people inherently superior to 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
5 Ruanda-Urundi is the official name for the kingdoms in Central Africa subjected to Belgian colonial 
rule, which later formed the states of Burundi and Rwanda 
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the native populations.” (Seligman, cited in Sanders 1969: 532) The core of this 

hypothesis is linked to a biblical tale of Ham (Genesis 9: 20-25), Noah’s son. The 

story goes that when Ham found his father Noah lying in a tent naked and drunk, he 

went to tell his brothers Japheth and Shem about it. When they arrived and saw their 

father, they rushed to get a garment to cover him. When Noah woke up and learned 

about what happened, he cursed Ham for not helping him, but telling his other sons 

about their father’s shame instead. As a result, Ham’s descendants were supposed to 

become servants. Mamdani (2002: 80) points out that 

 

[w]hile Genesis says nothing about the descendants of Ham being black, 

the claim that they were cursed by being black first appeared in the oral 

traditions of the Jews when these were recorded in the sixth-century 

Babylonian Talmud[.]  

 

It was thus established that Negro population was cursed and inferior. However, as 

Mamdani (2002: 80-83) continues to explain, Hamitic hypothesis was reconstructed 

in relation to Napoleon’s taking of Egypt at the end of the 18th century when, thanks 

to Egyptians’ level of culture and development, Hamites (to whom Egyptian black 

population belonged) were constructed as “Caucasian under a black skin”. This 

perception was modified yet again during the colonization of Central Africa, when 

Egyptians were constructed as African, yet not Negroid. (Mamdani 2002: 83) Finally, 

Mamdani (2002: 87) argues that the reason why it was only in Rwanda where the 

Hamitic hypothesis retained its saliency for decades can be attributed to the successful 

institutionalization of the racial ideology. 
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“As a process both ideological and institutional, the racialization of the Tutsi 

was the creation of a joint enterprise between the colonial state and the Catholic 

Church.” (Mamdani 2002: 85) However, it was not only the church and Belgian 

authorities that constructed the racial ancestry of the country. It was also Abbot 

Alexis Kagame, one of Rwanda’s prominent historians, who in his book Triumphant 

Kalinga6 about the country’s dynastic history reinforced the validity of the notion of 

Hamitic hypothesis in 1950s. (Chrétien 2003: 34) In 1916, instigated by the Belgian 

state, Catholic missionaries (so-called “White Fathers”) led by Father Léon Classe 

drafted an anthropological reflection on Rwanda whose outcome was a clearly 

articulated race policy. (Mamdani 2002: 88) Furthermore, together with the church, 

Belgian authorities created a school system that would foster racial ideology in order 

to internalize the desired perception among the Tutsi elite. (Mamdani 2002: 89-90) 

Hutu students were not admitted and if they were, they received inferior education. 

State administration underwent reform in the 1920s whereby local authorities were 

strengthened, racialized and their accountability to managed communities diminished. 

(Mamdani 2002: 90) 

To conclude the process of racialization, the Rwandan population was issued 

identity cards in national census of 1933-1934. Even though the exact mechanism of 

the segmentation is subject to discussion, Mamdani (2002: 98) asserts that so-called 

“ten-cow rule” (owning 10 or more cows rendered one a Tutsi) along with the data 

presented by the church played central role. The identity cards caused every 

individual’s identity to become fixed and inscribed in law. This had enormous 

consequences. As Mamdani (2002: 101) summed up, the result of the Belgian reforms 

was essentially a coexistence of three types of regimes: political – codifying racial 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
6 Traditional drum 



	   28	  

difference, administrative – excluding the Hutu from power, and legal – assuring the 

Tutsi privileged treatment within the law by exempting them from forced labour. 

 

2.2.3 Rwandan Revolution of 1959 

After the Second World War, gradual processes of decolonization began to 

unfold throughout Africa and Rwanda was no exception. Overseen by the United 

Nations, series of both electoral and socio-economic reforms started in the early 

1950s. The goal of these reforms, aiming to prepare the state for future independence, 

was to abolish ubureetwa (forced labour) in 1949, abolish ubuhake (patron-client 

cattle system) in 1954 and to improve the Hutu representation in the Tutsi-dominated 

political system in 1953 and 1956. (Mamdani 2002: 114-115) In other words, Hutus’ 

position was supposed to improve significantly. However, as Mamdani (2002: 114-

115) summed up, these reforms turned out to be empty promises: Hutus continued to 

provide forced labour until the 1959 revolution, ubuhake reform failed to dissolve the 

patron-client bonds and political reforms did not enable the Hutu to gain positions of 

power in Rwanda’s supreme advisory body, Conseil Supérieur. 

Mamdani (2002: 116) further concluded that these setbacks “convicted the 

Hutu political elite that nothing short of political power would crack the Tutsi hold on 

social, economic, and cultural resources.” This state of affairs led to the creation of 

an important manifest, which unveiled the true success of the Belgian racialization 

efforts. 

 This political document was Le Manifeste des Bahutu, also known to the 

public as “The Bahutu Manifesto”. Produced by Hutu intellectuals in 1957 when the 

decolonization of Rwanda was on the horizon, the document called for the liberation 

of the Hutu and the end of the Tutsi exploitation. It clearly stated that the key problem 
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upsetting the social order in the country was the Tutsi race holding a monopoly on 

political power. (Niyonzima et al. 1957: 2) Furthermore, the document explicitly 

identified the ruling elite, the Tutsi, as Hamites. (Niyonzima et al. 1957: 4) In so 

doing (knowingly or unknowingly), it affirmed the branding of the Tutsi as alien race, 

a notion that was systematically implemented by the Belgian authorities during the 

first half of their colonial rule. 

One of the Hutu intellectuals behind the Bahutu Manifesto was also Grégoire 

Kayibanda, who was soon to become a leading revolutionary, advocate of Rwanda’s 

democratization and, ultimately, Rwanda’s president. In June 1957, he created 

Mouvement Social Muhutu (MSM) with the aim of removing the Tutsi rule. 

In Rwanda, the year 1959 was a turbulent one. It saw the creation of two 

political parties, most notably Association pour la Promotion Sociale de la Masse 

(APROSOMA) and Tutsi Union Nationale Rwandaise (UNAR). Furthermore, in 

October 1959, “Kayibanda converted the MSM into a new and more tightly knit 

organisation, the Parti du Mouvement de l'Emancipation Hutu, better known as 

PARMEHUTU[.]” (Lemarchand 1970: 160) The party gained a much more 

significant clout in comparison to the previous MSM. Lastly, another competing Tutsi 

party – Rassemblement démocratique rwandais (RADER) – emerged as well. All 

these political parties competed for power, which created a palpable tension in the 

country. 

The defining event that led to the outburst of anti-Tutsi violence in November 

1959 was a rumour about an attack by UNAR on Dominique Mbonyumutwa, 

favourite Hutu sub-chief. (Lemarchand 1970: 162) Following another rumour about 

Mbonyumutwa’s alleged death, one of the Tutsi sub-chiefs was killed after having 

threatened to kill Hutu leaders. (Lemarchand 1970: 162) The subsequent uprising had 
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a rather spontaneous character and comprised mostly of burning of houses and 

looting. Tutsi repressions followed soon after, but apart from the Hutu riots, these 

were organized with usually precise instructions and focused on killing selected Hutu 

leaders. (Lemarchand 1970: 164-165) These were targeted, individual operations. 

1959 revolution was thus no bloodshed. 

However, the 1959 riots caused many Tutsi to flee to neighbouring countries. 

The refugees did not remain idle – on the opposite, for the years to come, they would 

regularly attack Hutu settlements in Rwanda. These militant groups called themselves 

Inyenzi, “[m]eaning ‘cockroach’, [which was] an acronym for Ingangurarugo 

ziyemeje kuba ingenzi (those who attack first and have vowed to be the best).” 

(Twagilimana 2007: 89) 

Local Belgian administration that once supported the Tutsi changed allegiance 

and started helping the Hutu to secure victory in the upcoming elections with the aim 

to maintain good relations with the regime afterwards. Yet, as it seemed the 

administration’s help might not suffice to reach the desired outcome, the Belgians, 

together with the Tutsi elites, plotted a coup that became reality in January 1961. 

(Lemarchand 1970: 170) The actual referendum took place in September of the same 

year and confirmed the Hutu victory. As a result, Rwanda separated from Burundi and 

established itself as a republic in 1962. 

 

2.3 Post-colonial era 

The period was marked by vibrant political competition within the state 

accompanied by the creation of many political parties on both sides of the barricade. 

Furthermore, gaining independence certainly did not stop the waves of Tutsi leaving 

the country. On the contrary, as Lemarchand (1970: 172) shows, the pace 
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dramatically accelerated from several thousand refugees towards the end of 1960 to 

around 130 00 at the end of 1963. At this point, to provide a necessary context for 

Habyarimana’s seizure of power in July 1973, it is necessary to look at the events that 

took place a year beforehand in neighbouring Burundi. 

 
 
2.3.1 Reprisals against the Hutu population in Burundi 

The aim of this chapter is not to provide a comprehensive historical overview 

of Burundi’s political scene. Owing to its troubled (violent) past, this endeavour could 

easily make up for a separate research project. Instead, the goal is to provide the 

accounts of important events whose legacy had a severe impact on the mechanics of 

the Rwandan genocide in 1994. 

Similarly to Rwanda, the population of Burundi is divided into Hutu, Tutsi 

and Twa ethnicities. The Tutsi act as a dominant minority whereas the Hutu and Twa 

are considered the ordinary folk. Mirroring the ethnic distribution of Rwanda, the 

Hutu represent some 85% of the population, leaving some 14% for the Tutsi and 

around 1% for the Twa. (Abrams 1995: 144-145) Burundi also experienced the 

influence of the Belgian colonization, and, as Rwanda, had a patron-client social 

system. All these features make the Hutu of Burundi and the Hutu of Rwanda much 

alike, fostering a strong sense of common identity. 

The first influential event, Hutu rebellion, began to unfold in the spring of 

1972. As Lemarchand (2008: 2) describes, “[t]he triggering factor behind the 

bloodbath was a Hutu-led rural insurrection aimed at seizing power from the ruling 

Tutsi minority.” When “Hutu and Zairean refugees rose up to seize two provincial 

capitals and attack key targets in Bujumbura[,]“ (Loft 1988: 91) several hundreds or 

even thousands of Tutsi civilians were killed. “The government's reaction was a 
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systematic attempt to eliminate anybody who could remotely be considered an actual 

or potential leader of the Hutu.” (Loft 1988: 91) Subsequent massive reprisals were 

carried out by both the (Tutsi) army and Jeunesses Révolutionnaires Rwagasore 

(JRR), youth militant wing of Tutsi political party Union Pour le Progrès National 

(UPRONA)7. Even though the number of casualties linked to these repressions varies 

from 80 000 (Uvin 2009: 10) through 100 000 (Loft 1988: 91) to up to 200 000 

(Lemarchand 1998: 6), it changes nothing with respect to the impact of this genocide. 

At its end, the country was practically devoid of any educated Hutu, as the massacres 

were primarily targeted at civil servants, skilled workers, educated class and students 

(Lemarchand 1996: 97-98; Loft 1988: 91) in order to wipe out everyone who could 

potentially form a political opposition in the future, as was mentioned above. Those 

who managed to survive fled or were forced into exile.  

 After the 1987 coup d’état that appointed Pierre Buyoya (ethnically Hima8) as 

Burundi’s new president, there were both signals of potential progress in shape of a 

reform on one side and danger of further violence represented by open threats of 

repeating the bloodshed of 1972 addressed to potential Hutu revolutionaries on the 

other (Loft 1988: 92). The Hutu felt threatened again. “It is unclear whether the 

massacres of August 1988 […] represent[ed] a deliberate attack on Hutu sanctioned 

at the highest level, or a disproportionate reaction to Hutu unrest by some units.” 

(Loft 1988: 92) Nonetheless, the ensuing army retaliation resulted in another 20 000 

Hutu dead and another 50 000 fleeing to Rwanda. (Loft 1988: 88) 

 To top it all off, Burundi’s first elected Hutu president, Melchior Ndadaye, 

was assassinated by the Tutsi-controlled state army in October 1993. Yet again, 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
7 UPRONA was originally a multi-ethnic political party in Burundi, which was established in 1958 by 
Prince Louis Rwagasore. However, the party later split into various factions strongly following ethnic 
divisions. 
8 Similarly as Tutsi, Hima is an ethnic of pastoralists living in eastern DRC and parts of Uganda. 
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perceiving it as an ominous sign to what could evolve into something similar to the 

events of 1972, the Hutu population went berserk, brutally killing around 20 000 Tutsi. 

(Lemarchand 1998: 6) Sadly, the subsequent army retaliation left roughly the same 

amount of dead on the Hutu side, resulting in 300 000 Hutu fleeing the country to 

Rwanda, where they later had every incentive to join the infamous interahamwe. 

(Lemarchand 1998: 6) 

 

2.3.2 Habyarimana’s rule 

 In the wake of a long-lasting Hutu discrimination and oppression in Burundi, 

it is much easier to understand the momentum behind Habyarimana’s coup d’état in 

1972. The event led to another large wave of Tutsis fleeing abroad. In the years 

following the coup, Habyarimana strengthened his political position. He created 

Mouvement Révolutionnaire Nationale pour le Développement (MRND) that became 

the country’s only official political party, which everybody had to be a member of. 

His state governance could thus be considered totalitarian. 

 Nevertheless, despite the totalitarian nature of his rule, Habyarimana tried to 

reform the state and unite the people of Rwanda. Mamdani (2002: 138) described the 

key shift of his administration lied in reconstructing the Tutsi as an ethnic indigenous 

minority, not an alien race. However, the Tutsi were systematically kept from 

achieving powerful political positions, which meant that Hutu and Tutsi remained 

salient political identities. (Mamdani 2002: 140-141) Habyarimana also tried to 

rebalance the distribution of power and access to education so that these were 

proportionate to the ethnic distribution of the country’s population. (Mamdani 2002: 

138-140) 
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 Finally, even though Habyarimana tried to rectify Hutu-Tutsi relations to some 

degree, he did so only within the borders of Rwanda. Due to both political pressure 

and reluctance to deal with the exiled members of the overthrown political elite, he 

disregarded the Tutsi refugees. (Mamdani 2002: 155-156) This ignorance, combined 

with later political developments in Uganda, created an unenviable political situation 

for the Tutsi refugees in the country. 

 

2.3.3 Rwandan Civil War  

The onset of the Rwandan civil war was marked by the 1990 invasion of 

northern Rwanda by the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA), an armed wing of the 

Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF). The RPF, led by Paul Kagame, Rwanda’s current 

president, was created in 1987 by the Tutsi refugee diaspora residing in Uganda. 

However, its creation should be regarded rather as a renaming of already existing 

Rwandese Alliance for National Unity (RANU), Tutsi refugee political organization 

whose origins are tied to the overthrow of Idi Amin’s regime in 1979. Before focusing 

on the civil war itself, it is essential to understand the context of RPA’s invasion, 

which Mahmood Mamdani (2002: 17) labelled as “dual crisis of postcolonial 

citizenship”. 

The first crisis, as was mentioned in the previous chapter, was related to 

Habyarimana’s failure to address the citizenship demands of the exiled Tutsi who left 

Rwanda in 1959, 1963 and 1973. (Mamdani 2002: 17) As Mamdani (2002: 156) 

explains, “Habyarimana rehabilitated the internal Tutsi from a nonindigenous “race” 

to an indigenous “ethnicity,” he had no intention of extending this “reconciliation” to 

the Tutsi diaspora.” 
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The second crisis of citizenship was rooted in Uganda’s political development. 

Mamdani (2002: 173-184) explains this crisis was born out of the fact that Tutsi 

refugees in Uganda were initially granted citizenship when Uganda’s newly appointed 

president, Yoweri Museveni, changed the citizenship requirements from indigeneity 

to 10-year residency in July 1986, yet this set-up was revoked in August 1990 on the 

brink of Mawogola uprising. Tutsi refugees became homeless again. 

These events served as watershed for the onset of civil war that began with the 

initial attack on October 1st 1990. (Mamdani 2002: 186) The first attacks were not 

very successful, but this changed when Paul Kagame returned from his military 

training in the USA to lead the faction. (Mamdani 2002: 186) The more RPF 

advanced, the more civilians fled from their homes. Population displacement and the 

threat of possible re-enactment of the Tutsi supremacy fuelled Hutu extremism. 

This led to the birth of the Hutu Power ideology, summarized in the infamous 

document called Hutu Ten Commandments, which was written by Hassan Ngeze and 

published in December 1990 edition of Kangura magazine. In the document, Ngeze 

(1990: 8) articulated anti-Tutsi prejudices that contained, among others, defaming of 

Tutsi women, prohibiting of any economic relations with the Tutsi and assertion that 

only the Hutu should hold strategic positions of power in the state apparatus.  

Kangura magazine, established in 1990, was created in the wake of the RPA’s 

invasion and was sponsored by MRND. Written mostly in Kinyarwanda but also in 

French, the newspaper was used to spread Hutu Power propaganda, which was often 

accompanied by offensive cartoons and illustrations. It was being published and sold 

in Kigali (Des Forges 1999: 77) until 1994. In 1993, Hutu extremists founded RTLM 

radio station that mirrored the ideological orientation of Kangura.  
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Fighting was probably most intense in the northern part of the country, as was 

the case after the social revolution of 1959 (Lemarchand 1970; Prunier 1995), given 

the region’s traditionally high resistance to attempts for control. “It [was] also in this 

region that large-scale massacres against Tutsi took place in the 1990-1993.” (Uvin 

1997: 94) Since 1990, MRND systematically labelled its opposition – both Tutsis and 

opposing Hutus – as “ibyitso“ (accomplices). (Des Forges 1999: 3) 	  

As it happens, both sides of the conflict were able to acquire weapons via 

private deals from more than dozen countries. (Goose and Smyth 1994: 89)	  Low-

intensity skirmishes continued until “[t]he RPF and the Rwandan government signed 

a cease-fire at Arusha, Tanzania in July 1992,” (Des Forges 1999: 69), which was 

followed by the signing of several agreements between the two parties in 1993. This 

process became known as the Arusha Accords. However, cornered by both military 

and civil Hutu radicals, Habyarimana announced publicly that he was not going to 

implement the agreements and described the Accords as “a scrap of paper”. (Des 

Forges 1999: 70)	  

 

2.4 The Genocide 

The world remembers the downing of a plane carrying presidents of Rwanda 

and Burundi as the cataclysmic moment that sparked off the 1994 genocide of the 

Tutsi. Due to the highly symbolic nature of the event, some might be inclined to 

believe that the genocide was a furious reaction of the Hutu population to the 

assassination of their fellow leaders – both Juvénal Habyarimana and Cyprien 

Ntaryamira were ethnically Hutu. Furthermore, Ntaryamira was also a 1972 Burundi 

genocide refugee, which surely resonated among the many Burundi refugees seeking 

a safe haven in Rwanda. 
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Despite the event could have been the last straw for many, a closer look 

reveals that the genocide was, with a high degree of certainty, an organized project 

(Hintjens 1999: 246; Des Forges 1999: 3-5) sanctioned by the state authorities. Goose 

and Smyth (1994: 90) point out that 

 

Rwandan authorities distributed large numbers of firearms to militia 

members and other supporters months before the genocide began, and 

again after most foreigners left Rwanda at the beginning of the carnage.  

 

Furthermore, both of the key media spreading the anti-Tutsi propaganda, Kangura 

and RTLM, were funded and supported by the state.  

Also, it would be naïve to think that during the genocide, personal and 

economic motivations were absent. “[T]he local and national organizers of the 

genocide gave money and promised jobs and parcels of land to potential participants 

in the killing operations.“ (Verwimp 2006: 8) 

The actual killing was an intimate business. As Goose and Smyth (1994: 90) 

describe, „much of the killing was carried out with machetes, but automatic rifles and 

hand grenades were also commonly used.” It was also highly systematic and involved 

strategies aiming to kill as many Tutsi as possible. (Des Forges 1999: 9-10) 

“Participants were also allowed and encouraged to rape Tutsi women and to take 

them as concubines, a kind of reward for 'patriotic' behaviour.” (Verwimp 2006: 8) 

Many Hutu did not want to participate, but the administration helped in recruiting for 

the genocide by “calling for ‘self-defense’ against the ‘accomplices’.” (Des Forges 

1999: 8) As a result, in a matter of few months, it is estimated that about 75% of the 

Tutsi population perished. (Des Forges 1999: 1) 



	   38	  

 

2.5 Summary of Part I 

Based on the arguments presented in this part of the thesis, it is evident that it 

was the history of Tutsi exploitation amplified by the colonial rule in combination 

with large-scale selective violence and political manipulation in Burundi and Rwanda, 

rather than primordial qualities, which led to Hutu-Tutsi polarization. As Prunier 

(1995: xi-xii) aptly put it, 

 

[w]hat we have witnessed in Rwanda is a historical product, not a 

biological fatality or a ‘spontaneous’ bestial outburst. Tutsi and Hutu 

have not been created by God as cats and dogs, predestined from all 

eternity to disembowel each other because the tall thin mean came from 

Egypt and the short stocky ones were born on the shores of Lake Kivu.  

 

To be sure, it is generally agreed on that the Hutu and Tutsi predecessors have 

separate origins. (Mamdani 2002: 74) Tutsi origins are considered to be from outside 

the Great Lakes region, most likely from Ethiopia (Lemarchand 1970: 18; Abrams 

1995: 144; Prunier 1995: 16), whereas the Hutu are believed to be indigenous. Also, 

Tutsis’ distinct genetic traits compared to those of Hutus also suggest a different 

racial ancestry. (Mamdani 2002: 45; Prunier 1995: 16) Early European expeditions at 

the turn of 19th century stressed visible physical differences between the two, yet this 

is questionable due to frequent intermarriages. However, not until the European 

colonization did these differences gain a truly racial dimension, owing to the political 

motives of the Belgian colonizers. 
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It is fair to mention that several authors believe the underlying causes for 

utilization of racial discourse throughout the 20th century were economic, not racial. 

Hintjens (1999: 242) argued that  

 

racialist ideologies mainly served as a mask or pseudo-justification for 

the more fundamental goal of regime survival under conditions of sharp 

economic crisis and growing political opposition. 

 

This could be true, however, for the purposes of this thesis it is not so important. 

What is important, though, is that the racial segmentation originating in the Belgian 

reforms resonated long after the census of 1933-1934. 

As was described earlier, in the pre-colonial period, the relations between the 

two groups stemmed primarily from the economic realm, most notably the possession 

of cattle or its absence. Validity of the claim that ubuheke was the dominant societal 

driver can be illustrated on the conviction of several researchers that there existed a 

lower caste of Tutsis – so called “petits Tutsis” – which did not own cattle and whose 

social status resembled that of the Hutu. (Mamdani 2002: 57) 

The era of colonization represented a shift from the organization of the 

Rwandan society based on economic realities to one based on racial segregation. The 

failure of the decolonization reforms in the 1950s gave rise to a newly established 

Hutu leadership, which embraced the racial polarization that was constructed by the 

joint efforts of the Belgian authorities and the catholic church and whose foundations 

rested on the arbitrary logic of Hamitic hypothesis. 

However, attributing all the blame for the genocide to the Belgian reforms of 

1920s and 1930s would be incorrect and would fall short in explaining such a broad 
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participation of the Rwandan population. To explain this phenomenon, it is necessary 

to incorporate the effects of the 1959 social revolution and the repeated repressions 

against the Hutu population in Burundi, which caused an influx of several hundred 

thousand Hutus to Rwanda. It was not even a full year since the last of the massive 

refugee waves had arrived to Rwanda when the Hutu regime roused its kinsmen to 

exterminate the Tutsi “invaders”.  

Connected to this, the assassination of Hutu presidents of Burundi and 

Rwanda in 1994 not only had a symbolic impact (killing a head of state), but, for the 

Hutu refugees from Burundi residing in Rwanda, it also reanimated the memories of 

selective violence they faced in the past. Taking all this into account, large number of 

those who answered the calling for genocide in April of 1994 is hardly surprising. 

Finally, before proceeding with the thematic analysis of RTLM radio 

broadcast transcripts, it is necessary to identify the elements and allusions, which, 

based on the historical realities of Hutu-Tutsi interplay, could be expected to appear 

in the texts serving either as means to defame the Tutsi or mobilize the Hutu masses. 

Whether these will be present in the transcripts or not could shed light on what the 

salient aspects of Hutu-Tutsi relationship are. 

Concerning the mobilization impulses, one could expect elements referring to 

racial segmentation, economic & political exploitation and selective violence. First, 

based on historical developments, it would not be surprising if the impulses included 

allusions to the colonially constructed notion of Tutsis as alien Hamites who invaded 

Rwanda and subjugated indigenous Hutu population. The incitements could also refer 

to physical characteristics of the Tutsi, as these formed an integral part of the notion 

as well. Second, the transcripts could refer to elements of the Tutsi exploitation 

system – be it forced labour or simply Tutsi political dominance in general.
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Part II 

– 

Thematic analysis of RTLM’s broadcast transcripts 
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3. Theoretical and Methodological framework 

3.1 Discourse, ethnicity and manipulation 

Understanding the mechanisms through which ethnicity was mobilized in the 

period before and during the Rwandan genocide means to study politicization and 

securitization of ethnicity. And to study securitization means “to study discourse and 

political constellations.” (Buzan et al. 1998: 25) Thus, the understanding of what 

discourse represents is instrumental. 

For the purposes of this work, discourse can be understood as a group of 

codes and their rules, which are used during the production (and subsequent 

amplification) of meanings relating to a given topic.9 (Reifová 2004: 46) In other 

words, it can be understood as a set of utterances and order of their use aiming to 

evoke desired meaning. 

As Berger and Luckmann (1967: 112-113) explain, it is through language that 

one learns what things mean and what role one plays in the order of a given society. 

Berger and Luckmann (1967: 113-114) talk about “symbolic universe” that 

encompasses historical experiences and subjective realities of individuals in a society, 

providing the ultimate point of reference for everyone living within that universe. 

“The symbolic universe provides order for the subjective apprehension of 

biographical experience.” (Berger and Luckmann 1967: 115) In other words, it gives 

meaning to individual’s reality. 

Peoples’ identities, including ethnic identities, are necessarily part of this 

reality. They are “grounded in everyday life in society.” (Berger and Luckman 1967: 

118). What is more, 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
9 Translated from Czech language. The original formulation is “Diskurz označuje množinu kódů a 
jejich pravidel, užívaných při produkování (a následném posilování) významů vztahujících se 
k nějakému námětu.“ 
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[e]thnicity guides interpretation and action in the social world. It is, 

thus, a part of the frame of reference of the social group in terms of 

which both the physical as well as sociocultural world is interpreted. 

(Väyrynen 1997) 

 

In other words, ethnicity is essential in discourse interpretation.  

However, in turn, discourse is instrumental in creating and legitimizing 

identities. As Berger and Luckman (1967: 118) assert, “[i]dentity is ultimately legiti-

mated by placing it within the context of a symbolic universe[,]” that is, put in 

context with the discourse governing a given society. Thus, as Gee (1999: 11) points 

out, it is “rather like the ‚‘chicken and egg‘ question: Which comes first? The 

situation we’re in […] [o]r the language we use […]?” Gee (1999: 11) concludes the 

situation (context) and discourse are mutually constituted.  

When applied to RTLM discourse, the radio would surely have much 

difficulty in constructing the Tutsi as enemies if it were not able to exploit historically 

anchored concepts that resonated within the Hutu population. On the other hand, the 

securitization of the Tutsi would be much more difficult in the absence of RTLM 

discourse. 

What was described above essentially brings up the concept of propaganda. 

Naturally, there are many notions of what propaganda is, but for the needs of this 

work, it can be understood as a stream of messages deliberately aimed to convince 

the recipient, in which the recipient’s historical context is often indispensable and 

which often appeals to human emotions. (O'Shaughnessy 2004: 13-16) As a result, 

political propaganda often entails the usage of abundance of symbols – which can be 
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either drawn from the past or newly created – that reinforce the persuasive character 

of communication. (O'Shaughnessy 2004: 6) 

As described above, the main goal of propaganda is to persuade, and a 

specific type of persuasion is manipulation. As Van Dijk (2006: 360) describes, 

“[m]anipulation […] is a communicative and interactional practice, in which a 

manipulator exercises control over other people, usually against their will or against 

their best interests.” Van Dijk (2006: 361) further explains the difference between 

persuasion and manipulation is that 

 

in persuasion the interlocutors are free to believe or act as they please, 

depending on whether or not they accept the arguments of the 

persuader, whereas in manipulation recipients are typically assigned a 

more passive role: they are victims of manipulation.  

 

Van Dijk (2006: 375) adds that the consideration of target audience as victims is 

linked to the audience’s inability to detect that it is being manipulated and to its 

inability to verify the incoming information. As will be shown later in the analysis, in 

RTLM discourse this was typically done by asserting that RTLM was the only radio 

providing truthful and unbiased information. Furthermore, the impossibility to verify 

the information provided by RTLM was simply caused by geographical constraints – 

hardly anyone would, could, or was willing to travel to seek the truth. 

To conclude, manipulation includes a set of techniques aimed to dominate the 

audience and validate its claims. As Van Dijk (2006: 380) summed up,  
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manipulation involves: enhancing the power, moral superiority and 

credibility of the speaker(s), and discrediting dissidents, while vilifying 

the Others, the enemy; the use of emotional appeals; and adducing 

seemingly irrefutable proofs of one’s beliefs and reasons  

 

3.2 Discourse analysis 

Discourse analysis does not need to be necessarily understood as a specific 

method for analysis, but it is useful to think about it as an epistemological framework. 

(Phillips & Hardy 2002: 3) “It focuses attention on the process whereby the social 

world is constructed and maintained.” (Phillips & Hardy 2002: 2) In other words, it 

primarily analyses the use of language and its meanings. 

As Phillips & Hardy (2002: 3) explain, “social reality is produced and made 

real through discourses, and social interactions cannot be fully understood without 

reference to the discourses that give them meaning.” When studying discourse, by 

default, the researcher represents an integral part of the analysis, since different 

people can associate different meanings to identical utterances. In this regard, the 

researcher’s interpretation is crucial. 

In this work, discourse analysis truly represents more of a theoretical 

framework rather than a specific analytical method. From the variety of 

methodological approaches available to study discourse, the author of this thesis 

decided to choose thematic analysis. It represents a flexible method which is 

“essentially independent of theory and epistemology, and can be applied across a 

range of theoretical and epistemological approaches.” (Braun and Clarke 2006: 78) 

 

 



	   46	  

3.3 Thematic analysis as analytical method 

As described by Braun & Clarke (2006: 79), “[t]hematic analysis is a method 

for identifying, analysing and reporting patterns (themes) within data.” The aim of 

thematic analysis in this work is to identify a small number of themes related to the 

mobilization of ethnicity and genocide incitement within the selected data set (radio 

broadcast transcripts) and to provide a detailed understanding of how these themes 

helped in mobilizing the Hutu majority in Rwanda. Braun and Clarke (2006: 83) 

distinguish between two ways in which themes (patterns) can be identified – either 

inductive (bottom-up) approach or deductive (theoretical) approach. The authors go 

on to explain that the former is rather data-driven whereas the latter is driven more 

“by the researcher’s theoretical or analytic interest in the area”. (Braun and Clarke 

2006: 84) Furthermore,     

 

the choice between inductive and theoretical maps onto how and why 

you are coding the data. You can either code for a quite specific 

research question (which maps onto the more theoretical approach) or 

the specific research question can evolve through the coding process 

(which maps onto the inductive approach). (Braun and Clarke 2006: 

84) 

 

As a result, considering that both the research questions and the hypotheses stated at 

the beginning of this work are clearly defined, theoretical approach to coding appears 

to be the most suitable option in this case. However, the coding itself is still, logically, 

influenced by the contents of the data set as well. 
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Having decided about the theme identification approach itself, it is still 

necessary to establish what the criteria for identifying a theme are. As Braun and 

Clarke (2006: 82) explain, “[t]his is a question of prevalence, in terms both of space 

within each data item [that is, individual piece of analysed data collection] and of 

prevalence across the entire data set.” This thematic analysis does not operate with 

any pre-determined minimal number of occurrences within or across the data set, yet 

prevalence across the data set, rather than prevalence within a single broadcast 

transcript, represents a more salient factor. 

Furthermore, next decision has to be made with respect to focusing on either 

semantic themes or latent themes. As Braun and Clarke (2006: 84) explain,  

 

[w]ith a semantic approach, the themes are identified within the explicit 

or surface meanings of the data, and the analyst is not looking for 

anything beyond what a participant has said or what has been written. 

[…] In contrast, a thematic analysis at the latent level goes beyond the 

semantic content of the data, and starts to identify or examine the 

underlying ideas, assumptions, and conceptualizations[.]  

 

The analysis in this work employs the latter approach, as the initial hypothesis is that 

RTLM discourse was constructed with a specific, political goal. 

Finally, it is necessary to stress that, by definition, thematic analysis has an 

interpretative character. As Fine (2014: 22) argues, “[s]ocial research […] involves 

carving out pieces of narrative evidence that we select, edit and deploy to border our 

arguments.” The following paragraphs help to understand how themes were 

identified in this work’s thematic analysis. 
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First, it is the researcher who chooses the themes based on perceived 

relevancy to the research questions he/she is trying to answer. In this work, the 

author’s point of departure was the set of research questions posed in the introduction 

and the ideas located in the summary of part I. These sources led to creation of the 

first set of themes. Having these preliminary themes at hand proved useful during the 

first scanning of RTLM transcripts. 

Second, once the researcher has identified a certain pattern within the 

analysed text, he/she decides about whether it will be assigned to an existing (or new) 

theme or discarded. In this work, this part of the process helped to assign discovered 

patterns to the respective preliminary themes and, if there was none that would 

correspond to a newly found pattern, new theme was created, provided it was relevant 

to the thesis’ research questions. On the other hand, if there was no pattern that would 

correspond to an existing preliminary theme, the theme was discarded. Once this 

process was over, the author restructured the final thematic map by merging 

somewhat duplicate themes and creating sub-themes where applicable. 

Third, it is again the researcher who decides about what the required 

frequency of a pattern is in order to constitute a theme (both within a single data item 

and across the whole data set). This phase necessitated further scanning of the 

transcripts. During the process, the author discovered that certain excerpts that led to 

the creation of sub-themes were very rarely represented throughout the data set and, 

thus, did not justify the creation of these sub-themes. This led to their removal from 

the final thematic map. By doing this, the author tried to assure that only the salient 

and recurring themes throughout the discourse were going to be used for detailed 

analysis. It also helped to preserve the integrity of the selected categories. 
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3.4 Data sample selection 

For the purposes of thematic analysis, it was necessary to obtain a suitable 

data set. After reviewing the available material, radio broadcast transcripts from 

RTLM radio station were selected. The transcripts analysed in this work were 

gathered from two large online databases: Montreal Institute For Genocide and 

Human Rights Studies (MIGS) at Concordia University and Human Rights 

Documentation Initiative (HRDI) at University of Texas. Most of the transcripts 

located in these databases were in Kinyarwanda while approximately one half of 

these was translated into English and French. Out of those that were translated, 

majority was translated into both English and French. Due to relatively large sample 

of English transcripts, surpassing 80, and to maintain integrity of the analysis, only 

English transcripts were used for the thematic analysis. MIGS database also contains 

transcripts from Radio Rwanda. The country’s sole radio station prior to the 

beginning of civil war in 1990 (Des Forges 1999: 77) also participated in spreading 

the hateful rhetoric, yet not to such a degree as RTLM. With that being said, Radio 

Rwanda transcripts were not analysed in this work and their study would be a good 

opportunity for further research concerning media manipulation in Rwanda. Finally, 

the rationale behind choosing radio as a medium to be analysed rested on two pillars. 

 

3.4.1 About selecting radio and RTLM 

Why radio? First, it is easily accessible and has the highest geographical reach. 

There is no need to print and distribute anything; all you need to be able to listen is a 

simple and inexpensive radio transmitter and an energy source. Message can travel 

seamlessly to all destinations, no matter how physically distant or inaccessible they 

are. This is especially important in Rwanda considering the fact that majority of its 
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population lives in rural areas. For a better sense of scale, in early 1990s, the 

percentage of rural population in the country was well over 90%10 (Index Mundi 

2014). Additionally, Rwanda’s territory is interwoven with hills and mountain ranges 

of changing altitudes, which only further complicates the dissemination of printed 

material. 

Second, radio also has the highest demographical reach. In 1990, nearly one 

half of the population (42,1%) over 15 years of age was illiterate. (UNESCO Institute 

for Statistics 2012) Thus, even if people were able to obtain a local newspaper or a 

magazine, they would often not be able to read it. But radio was different – 

everybody could understand it. As Linda Melvern (2000: 70) put it, “[i]n a largely 

illiterate population, the radio station [RTLM] soon had a very large audience who 

found it immensely entertaining.” Indeed, listening to a radio was a well-established 

and popular habit in Rwanda as it provided distraction from the mundane irrespective 

of one’s social grade. (Des Forges 1999: 77) 

 

The initial plan to establish Radio Télévision Libre des Mille Collines was 

conceived by the Hutu extremists in 1992. (Des Forges 1999: 80) It was founded in 

April 1993 and began broadcasting in the summer of 1993. Majority of its Hutu 

founders were from northern Rwanda and comprised high-ranking politicians and 

businessmen. (Des Forges 1999: 81) Initially, “RTLM was allowed to broadcast on 

the same frequencies as the national radio between 8am and 11am[, which] 

encouraged listeners to see the two as linked, if not as identical.” (Des Forges 1999: 

81) 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
10 Urban population shares used to estimate rural population come from the United Nations, World 
Urbanization Prospects. Total population figures are World Bank estimates. 
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Finally, there are two interesting elements worth mentioning with respect to 

the radio’s name. First, the name includes the French word “libre”, which in English 

means “free”. It is highly ironic that a radio with the word “free” in its name served 

as a medium for disseminating one-sided hateful rhetoric. Second, the radio’s name 

has a strong nationalistic appeal. “Mille collines” translates into “thousand hills” that 

symbolizes Rwanda, as Rwanda is commonly referred to as a “country of thousand 

hills”, undoubtedly due to its specific landscape. 

 

3.5 Analytical categories 

 Based on the principles described in chapter 3.3, four analytical categories 

were defined for the purposes of the actual thematic analysis. These were established 

based on both the historical background provided in the first part of the thesis and the 

contents of RTLM radio transcripts. The analytical categories are: 

 

 (1) RTLM is good 

 (2) Establishment of collective identities 

(3) Defamation of the Tutsi 

(4) Inciting to kill 

 

3.5.1 RTLM is good 

The first of the analytical categories aggregates those elements of RTLM 

discourse through which RTLM presenters created an image of the radio station being 

just, unbiased and providing truthful information to the public. This thematic 

category is not directly linked to the mobilization of ethnicity, but it allows the other 

three themes that are to be more salient. The goal of the practices encompassed 
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within this theme was to establish a good reputation with the audience to ensure that 

the messages broadcasted by RTLM would be accepted without being critically 

judged. 

This tactic can be described by Latin term captatio benevolentiae. The 

concept, translated into English as “fishing for goodwill” (Aune 2003: 89), has an 

ancient origin. As Aune (2003: 89) describes, it was already Cicero in the 2nd century 

B.C.E. who used this rhetorical technique to capture his audience. In essence, the core 

of the technique is to put the “listener/reader […] in a favorable, attentive, and 

tractable state of mind.“ (Nayar 2008: 142) 

In RTLM discourse, the frequency of utterances related to creating a good 

image of the radio was especially high in the months preceding the genocide. It was 

not odd to state that the radio was independent several times within a single broadcast. 

After the genocide had begun, the frequency of these practices decreased, yet they 

were not removed from the discourse completely. During the analysis, this theme will 

be divided into three sub-themes: RTLM being unbiased, truthful, and facilitating 

peace between the Hutu and the Tutsi. 

 

3.5.2 Establishment of collective identities 

The second theme represents those parts of RTLM discourse through which 

the Hutu and the Tutsi were constructed as collective identities. This was important 

for two reasons. First, both the Tutsi residing in Rwanda and the insurgent Tutsi 

invading the country under the banners of RPF needed to be regarded as one 

homogenous group in order to represent one enemy. In RTLM discourse, this was 

achieved by labelling the Tutsi as Inkotanyi, Inyenzi or referring to them as 

infiltrators. Second, it was necessary to construct the Hutu as one, too. The moderate 
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Hutu were labelled as Ibyitso (accomplices), which indicated that their lack of will to 

defend the country against an external threat effectively undermined the efforts of the 

Hutu majority. This was logically supposed to serve as means to expand the ranks of 

the interahamwe. Leaving no room for any alternate group affiliation, one could only 

belong to either the defenders of the Hutu land or the Tutsi attackers.  

This aspiration for defragmentation corresponds to the structural explanation 

of politicization according to Basedau et al., which was mentioned in the theoretical 

section of the first part. Creating a system where only two fractions were present 

fostered polarization between the contesting ethnics. From the RTLM’s viewpoint, an 

individual could only be with the majority or against it. 

Furthermore, it is important to notice the construction of these identities was 

based on racialization. Drawing analogy to Buzan’s definition of securitization 

described in part I of the thesis, presenting the Tutsi as foreign race trying to occupy 

the territory belonging to the Hutu served to justify the use of extreme measures 

(extermination of the Tutsi). To convince the moderate Hutu, the Tutsi were also 

dehumanized to exclude the moral dilemma of killing another human being (more on 

this in the next chapter). 

 

3.5.3 Defamation of the Tutsi 

Large portion of the transcripts contained frequent defamations of the Tutsi. 

These ranged from variety of insults to dehumanization. The goal was simple – to 

persuade the Hutu that the Tutsi were evil, crazy people (often labeled as race or 

species) who did not deserve to be considered equal to the Hutu.  

What is more, RTLM discourse strived to construct the Tutsi as not human at 

all, as this would help to convince many non-extremist Hutu to join the genocide.  
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To understand dehumanization better, it is necessary to look into the literature on 

psychology. Influential American psychologist Herbert C. Kelman (1973: 48-49) 

explains that for an individual to become dehumanized, he needs to be excluded 

from the dehumanizer’s community and loose his human identity. That “becomes 

possible when the target group can readily be identified as a separate category of 

people who have historically been stigmatized for one or another reason.” (Kelman 

1973: 50) Who else would fit this description better than the Tutsi? Finally, Kelman 

(1973: 48) notes that “[t]o the extent that the victims are dehumanized, principles 

of morality no longer apply to them and moral restraints against killing are more 

readily overcome.” 

Thus, by being labelled as Inyenzi (cockroaches) or compared to cattle (see 

chapter 4.3.3), RTLM’s goal was to remove the moral opprobrium associated with 

killing of another human being. This way, RTLM was able to make more Hutu 

participate in the genocide. Of course, the power of RTLM had its limits and there 

were still many who tried to protect their family members who were considered Tutsi. 

(Des Forges 1999: 391, 393, 532) 

 

3.5.4 Inciting to kill 

 Finally, the last theme is concerned with utterances aiming to incite violence 

against the Tutsi. Throughout the discourse, the most used label for the Tutsi was 

Inkotanyi, which was later accompanied by the term Inyenzi. These appellations were 

largely used, as they pointed to a single enemy, which was expedient for RLTM. 

 The call-to-arms discourse stressed the necessity for the Hutu to unite against 

a single enemy and the urgency of the mobilization by providing reports of ongoing 

Tutsi atrocities and alleged conspiracies. The incitements built on the construction of 
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collective identities. By doing that, the call to arms resonated to a much larger 

audience. As Des Forges (1999: 382) pointed out, “[m]any refugees from Burundi, 

who transferred their anger from their Tutsi-dominated government at home to the 

Tutsi of Rwanda, also rushed to join the killing campaign.”  

 Furthermore, referring to the ongoing genocide as “war”, RTLM presenters 

had yet another appeal to mobilization at their disposal. Not only they avoided the 

stigma of the term genocide, but also by invoking war they inferred a lengthy process, 

which required an unrelenting involvement of the Hutu. 

 The analysis of this theme is structured into three sub-themes. The first deals 

with the fabrication of evidence against the Tutsi. The second focuses on RTLM’s 

appeals to the Hutu population urging them to stay alert. Finally, the third sub-theme 

is dedicated to discourse inciting the Hutu to kill the Tutsi.  

 

4. Thematic analysis 

 After the 1994 genocide, a very intriguing document was discovered in Butare 

prefecture. Bearing the name Note Relative à la Propagande d’Expansion et de 

Recrutement [Note Related to Spreading of Propaganda and Recruitment]11, it is not 

hard to infer what it was used for. What is interesting though, the author declared that 

during the creation of the document he drew inspiration from Lenin and Goebbels. 

(Des Forges 1999: 76) The note highlighted two techniques of indispensable value to 

propaganda: “creating” events to back up the propagandist’s claims and utilization of 

what he/she called “Accusation in a mirror”. (Des Forges 1999: 76) As Des Forges 

(1999: 76) explained, the latter meant that propagandist’s “colleagues should impute 

to enemies exactly what they and their own party [were] planning to do.” The 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
11 Author’s translation 



	   56	  

following analysis of RTLM discourse will show how well learned this lesson was. 

 

4.1 RTLM is good 

Through various discourse tactics, RTLM’s presenters Valérie Bemeriki, 

Georges Ruggiu, Noël Hitimana and Kantano Habimana (and very rarely some 

others) tried to conceal the radio’s political affiliation to Hutu extremists and its 

ethnic polarization. Below, three main types of these practices, which could all be 

considered a form of captatio benevolentiae, will be examined. 

 

4.1.1 RTLM is unbiased 

The first set of utterances was related to the proclamations about the 

unprejudiced nature of the radio’s discourse. The following excerpts represent the 

most used examples in this effort: 

 

“Here, on RTLM, on your independent radio, …” (R1) 

“first free Radio in Rwanda, sympathetic Radio, your Radio, a Radio that gives you news on 

all your favourite topics.” (R9) 

“An individual’s ideas or an Inkotanyi’s ideas can be transmitted on RTLM.” (R8) 

 

The third citation is of particular interest. By seemingly allowing the opposition to 

broadcast its ideas on RTLM, the radio proclaimed its political independence. Yet, if 

anything of what the opposition said during a broadcast were to be exceptionally 

inexpedient, the presenter would immediately try to compromise the speaker’s or the 

statement’s legitimacy (e. g. below). 

 



	   57	  

“When you hear his opinions on some issues, you find out that he is playing games. 

Someone who has already discussed with a Tutsi will, however, understand what he 

is inferring[.]” (R8) 

 

Thus, even though conflicting opinions were seemingly allowed on RTLM, in reality 

it was only an alibi. Rival’s argument would be, if needed, twisted against the speaker 

or manipulated by the presenters after he had no chance to react, as the allocated 

airtime for the presentation of his/hers opinion was over.  

After all, the proof of radio’s political attachment to the interim government, 

which ruled after Habyarimana’s assassination, can be found in a broadcast aired on 

21st June 1994, in which the government’s Primer Minister, Jean Kambanda, said: 

 

“People believe that a war is only fought by means of bullets and guns. In fact, the 

war can also be fought by educating the population. We thank this radio for having 

educated the people and told them all the truth; this is one of the weapons that the 

country has used to fight the enemy.” (R76) 

 

Indeed, the radio was used as a weapon, but it was also the people’s enemy itself. The 

International Criminal Tribunal to Rwanda later convicted Jean Kambanda of 

genocide. 

 

4.1.2 RTLM provides truthful information 

In addition to its political bias, RTLM discourse was pushing two key 

messages related to the objectivity of information it provided to conceal its lies. First, 

the radio vigorously argued its truthfulness; suggesting people could believe and rely 

on the information they received: 
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“It is now 0900 hrs in the studios of RTLM radio, the voice of the people, the voice of 

the people that tells you the truth, that tells you even all the secrets […].” (R35) 

“For example, RTLM, the radio which speaks the truth said it. This truth which hurts 

and injures them so bad that they want to close our radio.” (R37) 

 

By claiming to reveal even secrets to its listeners, RTLM evoked an existence of 

some sort of intimate relationship, where RTLM and its audience were so close that 

such information could be shared. Alternatively, RTLM’s ability to unravel secrets 

displayed journalistic proficiency and its ultimate capability in revealing the truth. 

 Second, it fought against the competing discourses, such as that of RPF’s 

radio Muhabura, which could reveal its lies and manipulation. The most common 

tactic was to discredit other media by questioning their legitimacy: 

 

“other radios which we in fact listen to, and which report dubious, unclear things, 

and truncated news.” (R14) 

“RPF is simultaneously carrying on at least two campaigns, the military campaign of 

course but also the media campaign. And it is in this context of their media 

disinformation campaign on their pirate radio, Radio Muhabura.” (R35) 

 

By establishing itself as the single source of truth and eliminating competition, 

RTLM prepared the ground for spreading of hateful rhetoric that would enter its 

audience’s mind unchallenged. 

 

4.1.3 RTLM facilitates peace and discussion 

 Finally, following the “accusation in a mirror” logic, the radio tried to conceal 

its inciting character by arguing the opposite – facilitating discussion and peace. As 

was shown above, it would invite Tutsi speakers to voice their opinions, yet the 

presenters would still imply certain inferiority to the Tutsi as a group: 
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“‘Discussing with an Inkotanyi is not a bad thing’, he declared.” (R8) 

 

Naturally, these practices mostly occurred before Habyarimana’s assassination, as 

afterwards RTLM discourse focused mostly on inciting hatred and mobilizing the 

Hutu. 

 

“So, those who think that our radio station sets people at odds with others will be 

amazed. You will find out that you were wrong. At the end, it [RTLM] will prove to be 

the mediator of people.” (R8) 

“[O]ur radio is not Radio Nkotsa, it is instead an educative radio which teaches 

Rwandans how to behave.” (R14) 

 

Referring to the second citation, perhaps it is also due to the perceived educational 

character of the radio that the Hutu “learned” about the Tutsi being the enemy later 

on. Nonetheless, constructing itself as a mediator (as opposed to the dictator) only 

increased the listeners’ good will towards the radio. 

 

4.2 Establishment of collective identities 

4.2.1 Socio-economic notions of the past 

 The first set of utterances aiming to establish collective identities of the Tutsi 

and the Hutu focuses on reanimating the historical experiences between the two 

ethnicities. The discourse targeted deeply ingrained elements of Hutu-Tutsi 

relationship stemming from centuries of cohabitation and mutual interaction. 

 

“Their hotel was full of Inkotanyi […]. It was a big going and coming 

crowd of drinking people. Most of the people were drinking milk. […] 

Some drank milk because they simply had some nostalgy of it.” (R8) 



	   60	  

 

In this case, the underlying idea is that of the Tutsi being pastoralists, and, thus, being 

accustomed to drinking milk. It might be debatable to what extent this applied in the 

pre-colonial era, but since then the notion of the Tutsi controlling the cattle via 

ubuhake was widely accepted. 

 Naturally, the transcripts included much more direct statements concerning 

the deeply felt inequalities between the Tutsi and the Hutu. As one member of CDR 

(Hutu extremist party) noted on the radio: 

 

“My grand father paid tribute-money. I saw all those things, and when 

I asked them why they would go to cultivate for other people, weed for 

other people and yet our gardens were not well maintained, they would 

tell me: ‘That is how things are: we must work for the Tutsis’.” (R6) 

 

 By reviving the Tutsi exploitative practices of the past, RTLM vilified them in 

the eyes of the Hutu majority. Furthermore, this discourse certainly helped to blur the 

borders between RPF members and the Tutsi living peacefully in Rwanda by 

focusing attention on what was attributable to all Tutsi – ubureetwa (forced labour). 

This way, the perception of the enemy shifted from RPF to the Tutsi in general. 

 

4.2.2 Invoking collective labels 

As mentioned in chapter 4, propaganda often uses symbols to appeal to 

emotions of the audience. In RTLM discourse, these symbols were group labels such 

as Inkotanyi, Inyenzi, Ibyitso, etc. Apart from Inyenzi, whose effect was to 

dehumanize the Tutsi (described later), these labels also collectivized the population 
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into two homogenous groups. The Tutsi, predominantly referred to as Inkonatyi, 

represented the enemy. 

 

“Had we started earlier, we could have defeated INKOTANYI and brought them to 

Kigali, crawling or hands up.” (R52) 

“You must know our adversaries, the Inkotanyi.” (R78) 

 

For the call to arms to work properly, it was also necessary to create a 

collective identity of the Hutu. The presenters would call them “children of Rwanda” 

(R65) or “sons of Sebahinzi” (R7), meaning sons of farmers, which also implicitly 

positioned the Tutsi as being foreigners in Rwanda. Furthermore, RTLM actively 

defamed those Hutu who were not supportive of the genocide. Being called Ibyitso, 

or accomplices, they were, collectively with the Tutsi, blamed for the suffering of 

Rwandans. 

 

“Those people and other accomplices are the cause for the country's troubles[.] […] 

[T]hese Hutus joined a group of Tutsi extremists who call themselves Inkotanyi but who are 

really Inyenzi.” (R39) 

“For us, it is unimaginable that a Hutu continues to betray another Hutu.” (R69) 

 

By constructing and contrasting the collective identities of Hutu and Tutsi, 

RTLM discourse created the perception there were only two types of people – those 

defending the state and those against it. All the Tutsi and idle Hutu became enemies 

of the state, whereas the Hutu willing to fight for their land were constructed as true 

Rwandans. 
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4.2.3 Racialization of the Tutsi 

 Not only were the Tutsi collectivized as one enemy of the state, they were 

also constructed as race, which invoked the notion of being truly different from the 

Hutu, even more so when put in context with both colonial and post-colonial history 

of Rwanda. As mentioned in the theoretical section of the part I by borrowing from 

Mamdani, racialization involved assigning a different social status to each of the two 

ethnics. This was in opposition to considering the Tutsi and the Hutu ethnically, 

which would only merely highlight their cultural differences while keeping their 

social statuses on the same level. The Tutsi race was constructed as oppressive, 

privileged and arrogant.  

 

“That tall Tutsi, from those species commonly called ‘prototypes’” (R8) 

“Tell those people no to tarnish our region.” (R26) 

“So they are not Rwandan citizens, they are enemies” (R36) 

 

However, with that being said, in July 1994, Habimana (RTLM presenter) 

distinguished between the Tutsi and the Inkotanyi race (probably RPF militants): 

 

“There is… I do not want people to misunderstand this and say that I mean Tutsis. 

No, I am talking about a species [a race?] called Inkotanyi; they are bad people. 

These people should perish because there is no alternative.” (R81) 

 

It is arguable whether he changed his rhetoric towards the end of the genocide so as 

to appear more liberal, but it was anyway too late, as most of the killings had already 

happened. Still, this doesn’t change the fact he continued to identify the Inkotanyi as 

species (race). 
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4.3 Defamation of the Tutsi 

Insults of the Tutsi, referring to their pride, arrogance and commenting on the 

Tutsi beliefs of superiority formed probably the most frequent element of RTLM 

discourse. By demonizing the Tutsi and constructing them as unworthy of equal 

consideration, the barriers to their killing weakened. 

 

4.3.1 The Tutsi crave power and wealth 

 To begin with, RTLM discourse stressed the Tutsi’s greed and desire for 

power. This represented a very salient theme given the history of Hutu subjugation.  

 

“You can really feel that they want also to get to power. They want it. They want to 

integrate the administration and get a salary.” (R8) 

 

Getting a salary represented an important theme within the Rwandan society, as it 

symbolized securing one’s family’s future. Moreover, getting a good salary was 

tightly linked to getting a job in the administration, or, in other words, the political 

sphere. Thus, RTLM often targeted politicians, as they were perceived to be the 

bearers of excessive wealth and oppressive power. 

 

“So, Minister Gasana who is in charge of the State’s property, the people’s property, 

who wants to get a high post in politics.” (R1) 

“From 1/08 to 31/08, he called his wife who was in Monaco, France for 113,830 

RWF. He was just calling his wife. It was not for official matters.” (R1) 
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Not only this discourse fuelled hate towards the “privileged” Tutsi, but it also 

reinforced the Hutu’s desire not to lose the well-paid positions in the administration 

they were able to acquire after the social revolution of 1959 and after Habyarimana’s 

seizure of power in 1973. 

 

4.3.2 The Tutsi are wicked and deceitful 

 The Tutsi were also attributed a range of negative qualities suggesting they 

were sick, crazy and cruel. Being constructed as sick, they were perceived to require 

treatment, which inferred nothing less than their elimination. 

 

“It is a very bad sickness. To cure the sickness needs daily medication.” (R8) 

“[T]hey kill in a cruel manner… they mutilate the body…” (R68) 

“The Good Lord is really just, these evil doers, these terrorists, these people with 

suicidal tendencies will end up being exterminated.” (R82) 

 

Furthermore, the Tutsi were portrayed as deceitful. Many announcements 

contained remarks about suspicious activities and alleged secret meetings during 

which the Inkotanyi plotted against the Republic. 

 

“They pretend to be doing night rounds.” (R14) 

“They want to carry out a little something during the Easter period.” (R25) 

 

 Finally, the Tutsi were also deemed manipulative. They were blamed to be 

converting the innocent Hutu to join the Tutsi cause (through which RTLM probably 

also justified killings of the moderate Hutu). 
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“Whatever made them go and sign a blood pact with those who will exterminate us?” 

(R30) 

 “In fact Ngeze, a good observer will find that all you are saying is true, since the 

Inyenzi, as we all know, use many tricks.” (R48) 

 

 This constructed image of the Tutsi certainly decreased the level of respect the 

Hutu had towards them from the history of cohabitation. However, there was still the 

social stigma of killing another person, which had to be removed to allow for the 

genocide to happen. The defamations had to be brought further.  

 

4.3.3 Dehumanization of the Tutsi 

 The ultimate tool of defaming the Tutsi, which was used in RTLM discourse, 

was dehumanization. As described earlier, dehumanization removes moral barriers 

that are often linked to killing another human being. Haslam (2006: 252) points out 

that “[a] consistent theme in [dehumanization] is the likening of people to animals.” 

In RTLM discourse, the Tutsi were often being referred to as Inyenzi (cockroaches) 

or Inyenzi-Inkontanyi, amalgamation of the two favourite labels for the Tutsi. 

 

“If you are a cockroach you must be killed, you cannot change anything, if you are 

Inkotanyi you cannot change anything.” (R50) 

“It’s this arrogance and contempt which have caused so much suffering to the 

Inyenzi-Inkotanyi[.]“ (R57) “[T]hey looked like cattle for the slaughter.” (R65) 

 

Furthermore, as Haslam (2006: 252) noted with respect to the processes of 

dehumanization, “[e]xcesses often accompany these deficiencies: The savage has 

brutish appetites for violence and sex, is impulsive and prone to criminality, and can 
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tolerate unusual amounts of pain.” These features were, again, present in RTLM 

discourse (after Habyarimana’s assassination): 

 
“Inyenzi-Inkotanyi could be eating human flesh… no, there is no doubt about that 

anyway[.]“ (R68)  

“Many of them had been burnt, but they still managed to pull on the trigger with their 

feet and shoot. I do not know how they are created.” (R82) 

 

 To conclude, the Tutsi were depicted as being animals, cannibals or even 

possessing super-natural powers, because they were able to “pull the trigger” even 

after death. Being constructed as such, it was certainly possible for some of the Hutu 

to re-think their attitude towards them. Indeed, some of the Hutu were capable of 

killing their family members who were considered as Tutsi. 

 

4.4 Inciting to kill 

Following Habyarimana’s assassination, RTLM started broadcasting open 

threats. The radio also started recruiting the population based on the danger posed by 

the Inkotanyi who wanted to reclaim power and continue in usurping the Hutu 

majority. The discourse stressed the need for unification of the Hutu against the 

common enemy. 

 

4.4.1 Fabrication of evidence 

Very commonly used feature of RTLM discourse was fabrication of evidence 

testifying the wrongdoings of the Tutsi. By showing what the Tutsi have done, the 

Hutu were supposed to become convinced about their guilt and enraged by the 

reported atrocities. Nevertheless, it needs to be said that not always the reported 
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events were created out of thin air. The discourse ranged from reporting Tutsi 

stockpiles of weapons to announcing alleged massacres of the Hutu. 

 

“Five cases of bullets...(inaudible) have been discovered in Gitarama administrative 

centre.” (R19) 

“After RPF, Rwandan Patriotic Front, shameful criminal acts which were exerted on the 

workers for the Cyohoha-Rukeri tea project and which took place yesterday March 15th, 

1994[.]“  (R17) 

 

The radio also spread allegations about the Tutsi being heretics, disrespecting 

God and the holiness of the churches that often served as the last haven for the 

terrified Tutsi. 

 

“You have just heard what happened with the priests, what the religious people are 

doing, certains… […] We could not imagine that a priest would ever dare to take up 

a gun, begin to shoot or even distribute guns to people taking refuge in the church[.]” 

(R47) 

 

Apart from distributing guns, killings often took place inside the churches as 

well. However, this is exactly what the interahamwe were doing during the genocide. 

Massacre of the Tutsi by interahamwe in a church close to the village of Ntarama as 

reported by Mamdani (2002: 3-4) during his visit in the area can serve as a good 

illustration of the fact. Notably, these practices represent yet again the “Accusation in 

a mirror” strategy mentioned at the beginning of chapter 6.  

RTLM discourse also contained reports about alleged conspiracies. The 

enemy was supposed to “design plans to facilitate the Inkotanyi infiltration” (R14) 

and “hatch criminal plans” (R14). Even though it was not always specified who the 
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plotters were, the Hutu listeners could easily infer whom the RTLM presenters 

suspected – either based on previous broadcasts or included context. 

 

4.4.2 Remaining vigilant 

 RTLM also actively kept the population alert, evoking a sense of imminent 

danger from which the Hutu needed to protect themselves. Instilling fear into the 

hearts of the radio’s listeners made them more prone to committing violence. 

 

“At RTLM, we have decided to remain vigilant. I urge you, people of 

Biryogo, who are listening to us, to remain vigilant. Be advised that a 

weevil has crept into your midst.” (R15) 

“You the people living in Ruganga, those living over there in Kanogo, 

[…] look in the woods of Mburabuturo, look carefully, see whether 

there are no Inyenzis inside.” (R30) 

 

Advancing the notion the enemy has already infiltrated Hutu ranks only 

amplified the sense of paranoia among the Hutu, as it implied a breech of the 

people’s comfort zone. The perception of the enemy being somewhat distant 

was replaced by his immediate presence. Thus, for some, previous 

unawareness of an imminent danger was gone and maintaining one’s protection 

necessitated an active participation. 

 

4.4.3 Recruitment for the genocide 

Following Habyarimana’s assassination, RTLM discourse shifted from 

incitement of hatred to direct recruitment of the Hutu population. Notably, it referred 

to the Hutu and the Tutsis as races, not ethnic groups: 
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“We will look for guns and fight against the Inkotanyi here in Rwanda and 

when we have exterminated them, we will cross into Burundi and fight against 

the Inkotanyi there, with the support from Burundians and Zairians, and the 

support from all those people who understand that a minority race cannot 

exterminate the majority race…” (R41) 

 

RTLM also motivated the Hutu to continue with the killings, appealing to both their 

sense of national unity and civic duty: 

 

„So I am calling upon all Rwandans, particularly you living in Kigali, you on patrols, you 

manning road-blocks, be firm, stay put, you should not be frightened by any rumours, 

stay calm and be firm so that those who initiated these rumours […] fail utterly.” (R39) 

“Instead, those of you who have faith in the Republic, stand up so that we may 

continue to kill the Inyenzi.” (R60) 

 

Furthermore, RTLM encouraged the Hutu by playing selected music, which was 

typically aimed to recruit or polarize towards the Tutsi: 

 

“[song: Tuzakomeza kururwanirira (We shall keep on fighting for our country) by 

BIKINDI and his group Ilindiro].” (R6) 

 

Interestingly enough, elements of recruitment appeared even before the genocide, 

suggesting there was an ultimate goal behind the discourse. 

 

“So, it is not by talking that one could finish all the words (literal translation of a 

Kinyarwanda proverb). We talked enough for today. Misfortunes happen . . .” (R1) 

 

Finally, RTLM organized manhunts on selected targets. The presenter would 

typically explain why a given person is guilty and subsequently, either directly or 
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indirectly, call for his death. The radio would also announce vehicles’ license plates if 

it had received information that some Tutsi could be traveling in these. 

 

4.5 Summary of the thematic analysis 

The aim of the thematic analysis was to show how ethnicity was mobilized in 

RTLM discourse. Four key themes of RTLM practices related to this goal were 

identified and studied in further detail. 

 The first of the analysed themes comprised RTLM’s various tactics aiming to 

gain the listeners’ trust, lowering their critical judgement and increasing their reliance 

on the information provided. The analysis showed there was a clear political motive 

behind the discourse, which actively sought to discredit both the Tutsi political 

opposition and other media spreading messages contradictory to those of RTLM. 

Second, RTLM discourse established collective identities of Hutu and Tutsi, 

defragmenting the society and enabling the construction of the Tutsi as one enemy. 

Invoking collective labels such as Inkotanyi and building on the notions of historical 

privileges shared among all the Tutsi, it was possible to amalgamate the non-radical 

Tutsi with those from the RPF. Furthermore, the Tutsi were constructed as alien race, 

which caused them to be perceived as foreign oppressors of the native Hutu. 

 Third, to remove the respect the Hutu had for the Tutsi with whom they 

coexisted for centuries, the latter were demonized and dehumanized. By constructing 

the Tutsi as evil and wicked, the Tutsi were figuratively convicted as the enemies of 

the state. Furthermore, by comparing them to animals, the Hutu, devoid of guilt and 

moral opprobrium, were more likely to join the Tutsi massacres and resort to higher 

forms of brutality. 
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  Finally, the practices encompassed by the fourth theme revealed that RTLM 

used the collective identities to recruit and motivate the Hutu for the genocide. By 

announcing rumours about alleged evil plots and atrocities committed by the Tutsi, 

the radio essentially convicted the Tutsi of treason and murder. Reminding the Hutu 

about imminent danger posed by the Tutsi infiltrators, it kept the population in a state 

of fear. After Habyarimana was assassinated in April 1994, RTLM discourse shifted 

to open threats and the necessity to eliminate the enemy. RTLM called upon the 

national spirit of the Hutu and the existential nature of the threat posed by the Tutsi to 

maintain their devotion to the cause. 

In combination, all of the RTLM practices led to the creation of a hateful 

discourse through which the radio prepared the Hutu for genocide. After the events of 

April 1994, the radio started to mobilize the Hutu by every means possible to ensure 

as mass participation as possible. Once the killings were underway, RTLM equipped 

the Hutu with necessary rationale justifying the need for their active engagement. 
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Conclusion  

 The aim of this work was to show how ethnicity was mobilized before and 

during the Rwandan genocide in 1994 while putting it in context with the history of 

Hutu-Tutsi relationship. To do this, first part of the work provided indispensible 

historical context to the second, practical part, which focused on analysing RTLM 

discourse – specifically, English broadcast transcripts. These were studied via 

thematic analysis, one of several methods available for the study of discourse. The 

thesis operated with two initial hypotheses and four research questions, all of which 

will be answered below. 

 

The first hypothesis was that since the beginning of the colonial period, the 

Tutsi were deliberately constructed as an alien population, which paved the way for 

extreme violence following Habyarimana’s assassination in 1994. In essence, this 

was the case, but not entirely. First, it was not until the Belgians who implemented 

racialization of the Hutu and the Tutsi, as previous German colonization did not leave 

a significant mark. With that being said, the Belgians’ racialization efforts succeeded. 

After all, the 1957 Bahutu manifesto, created in the lead-up to Rwandan Revolution 

in 1959, proved the successful incorporation of the racialization ideology into the 

minds of the Hutu by referring to the Tutsi as a race, not an ethnic. However, 

racialization was only one of the elements enabling the genocide – securitization and 

dehumanization of the Tutsi played an integral part as well.  

 

 The second hypothesis stated that through the usage of various types of 

utterances, Tutsi ethnicity was deliberately politicized and securitized in order to 
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incite violence aimed against this minority. Based on the thematic analysis of RTLM 

transcripts, this hypothesis was validated.  

First, there was an apparent link between the radio and Hutu extremists, which 

was proven in RTLM discourse as well. More specifically, thematic analysis showed 

that in the case of the Rwandan genocide, the Tutsi represented the figurative “they”, 

whereas the Hutu constituted the “we”. The amalgamation of both the Tutsi living in 

Rwanda and those fighting for the RPF was partly achieved by highlighting the 

deeply felt notions of the Tutsi historical privileges (such as being exempt from 

forced labour). As a result, irrespective of being from within or from outside of 

Rwanda, the Tutsi were portrayed as one enemy, lusting for power. In the theoretical 

section of the first part of the thesis, three sets of explanations for politicization of 

ethnicity were provided by borrowing from Basedau et al. These were structural 

(dealing with fragmentation of country’s ethnic groups), historical (relying on the 

reanimation of past inequalities) or institutional (dealing with country’s party system 

fragmentation). Based on the conducted analysis, conclusion can be drawn that both 

the historical and the structural sets of explanations were salient. 

Second, it was demonstrated that the Tutsi ethnicity was not only politicized, 

but also securitized. The Tutsi were constructed as alien invaders trying to seize the 

Hutu land. In the words of Keith Sommerville (2012),  

 

the only way to protect the Hutu was to destroy the Tutsi; that as the 

threat was deemed by Hutu leaders to be immediate and local, you as a 

Hutu should join the collective effort in exterminating the Tutsi.  
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To put it in context with Barry Buzan’s definition of securitization, the Tutsi 

represented an existential threat, which justified the use of extraordinary means. 

Thierry Balzacq criticized the original definition of securitization by asserting that 

securitization cannot be understood as a mere speech act, but needs to consider 

relevant context, target audience and power relations between the speaker and the 

audience. It was shown that the securitization of the Tutsi built on historical legacy of 

exploitation of the Hutu (context), usage of labels such as Inkotanyi and Inyenzi well 

known to the Rwandan population (target audience), and, finally, inability of the 

RTLM audience to validate incoming information (power relations). The previous 

two chapters also answer two of the four research questions concerned with the 

methods of politicization and securitization of ethnicity in Rwanda and means 

enabling the mobilization of ethnic divisions between the Hutu and the Tutsi. 

 

Third of the research questions inquired how it became possible for some of 

the Hutu to kill members of their own families. Answer to this question was provided 

by the analysis of the third theme concerned with defamation of the Tutsi in RTLM 

discourse. It was shown that the Tutsi were not only portrayed as evil, wicked and 

cruel, but they were also dehumanized. This had two effects. First, to some Hutu, the 

Tutsi lost all the respect they previously had. Second, dehumanization lowered the 

moral barriers associated with killing another human being. Finally, there were still 

many who opposed such a crime, but they were coerced to do so due to the logic of 

collective identities – one could be either with the Republic or against it. This way, it 

became possible for some Hutu to kill members of their own families. 

 Finally, the fourth research question was concerned with the underlying cause 

of the Rwandan genocide. Being partially answered above, the underlying cause was 
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political. First, both Kangura magazine and RTLM – two main media disseminating 

propaganda – were founded and supported by the Hutu elite. Second, as mentioned 

above, these media deliberately constructed collective identities of the Hutu and the 

Tutsi to defragment the society and foster ethnic polarization. The attacks of the RPF 

Tutsi certainly increased the tension in the country and provided ammunition to the 

Hutu media manipulation, yet ethnicity itself was not the cause, it was the means. 

 

Having identified the key themes of RTLM discourse and methods through 

which they were employed, it is apparent there was a political agenda behind the 

genocide. Being conscious of the elements of RTLM discourse described in the 

thematic analysis could enable earlier identification of similar tactics in radio or other 

media propaganda in the future. Knowing sooner that these tactics are being used 

could contribute to mitigating the effects of deliberate deception, and, possibly, even 

lead to averting future violence stemming from media manipulation. 
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Summary 

The aim of this thesis was to show how ethnicity was mobilized before and 

during the Rwandan genocide in 1994 while putting it in context with the history of 

Hutu-Tutsi relationship. By using thematic analysis as a specific analytical method 

within the framework of discourse analysis, English radio broadcast transcripts from 

Radio Télévision Libre des Mille Collines (RTLM) were studied. The analysis aimed 

to reveal the links between RTLM discourse and Hutu-Tutsi historical divisions, 

whereby illuminating how ethnicity was politicized and securitized. 

The analysis identified four key themes that were instrumental in enabling 

RTLM to mobilize the Hutu population. First, the radio created a discourse in which 

it established itself as unbiased, independent and truthful, which helped in promoting 

the other three themes. Second, it invoked collective identities of Hutu and Tutsi, in 

whose logic an individual could only be one or the other. Through racialization of 

these identities, the Tutsi were constructed as alien invaders trying to seize the Hutu 

land. Third, RTLM defamed the Tutsi by invoking negative qualities inherent to the 

Tutsi group as a whole and, ultimately, resorted to their dehumanization. By framing 

the Tutsi as not human, RTLM managed to justify their killing as morally acceptable. 

This can explain how it became possible for some Hutus to kill members of their own 

families. Finally, RTLM incited the Hutu to kill by spreading rumours about alleged 

Tutsi massacres, stockpiling of weapons and other events. 

The author concludes that being conscious of the elements of RTLM 

discourse can enable earlier identification of similar practices in the future. Knowing 

sooner that a similar discourse is being created could contribute to mitigating or 

averting future violence stemming from media manipulation. 
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