Abstract

This thesis deals with the issue of solidarity a@mdden-sharing (responsibility-sharing
respectively) in the EU Area of Freedom, Securitgl dustice. Its primary aim is to apply the
theory of burden-sharing to the case of the EUuwssypbolicy and in particular, to verify or
falsify Olson’s free-riding hypothesis on the exfdton of the great by the small (meaning of
the rich by the poor). This hypothesis will be égstising a mixed research method which
combines qualitative and quantitative elements. queditative part will focus on the analysis
of the so-called Dublin Regulation (Dublin Il and) land its criteria and mechanisms of
determining the responsible Member State for examiman asylum application. Applying
Moravcsik’s liberal intergovernmentalism, a spe@aiphasis will be placed on the proces of
negotiating the Regulation (Dublin 1) in an atten identify and clarify dominant Member
States’ positions and their influence on the fwakrding. Consequently, the level of burden-
sharing will be illustrated on the example of istate transfers of asylum seekers (so-called
physical burden-sharing). This type of burden-sigawill be also demonstrated qualitatively
by means of statistical data available for thequeaf 2008-2013 which will be interpreted in
relation to GDP per capita with the aim of findiagorrelation between the asylum ,burden*
and the Member States' economic power. Finallyeaplanation of Member States’ action
and the current state of play will be presentechgihe scope of liberal intergovernmentalism
and the theory of burden-sharing (theory of pugtiods respectively).



