Abstract:

This master’s thesis deals with the topic of decision making when choosing a
partner in romantic relationships. It reacts to the phenomenon of looking for a
partner via internet dating sites and tries to determine whether the requirements we
have for an ideal partner correspond to the real-life selection of a romantic partner.

In the theoretical part studies and theoretical concepts concerning romantic
partnership are presented - selection of a partner as well as relationship
maintenance. The thesis is based on evolutionary-psychological theories (Buss,
1989), experience of partner counselors and theoretical concepts of social
psychologists, such as triangular theory of love (Sternberg, 1986) or five love
languages (Chapman, 2002). In the decision making area, the thesis relies primarily
on Kahneman’s (2013) two systems within the dual process theory.

The empirical part poses the question whether we spot differences between the
preferred characteristics of ideal partner and the subjectively evaluated
characteristics of the person who we are attracted to at a real-life meeting, motivated
to potentially establish a romantic relationship. In my research, most of the observed
aspects showed significant references. The target group were Czech university
students who participated in speed dating event and filled out pre-event and post-

event questionnaires.
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