
The objective of this work is to analyze the relation of a literary text to one’s identity, to its 
understanding and to its formation through the written language. The relation between man 
and the world founded on the awareness of one’s own visibility serves as the basis for this 
analysis. Further, the analysis draws on a hypothesis that one’s own visibility within the world 
is perceived as both a threat and as something inauthentic. Thus, human beings make 
considerable effort to form themselves according to their own principles or to become 
someone else with the help of literary text, to take on various disguises and masks, but also to 
use language as a tool enabling them to uncover their own authenticity. On the onset, such 
approach was represented by Stendhal’s work that is considered as the founding stone of 
literary egotism. The reason is that, in his work, Stendhal focuses exclusively on himself, 
which is manifested by a double gesture: self-analysis and self-construction. Both these 
gestures, performed by the means of language, have a number of successors in various 
literatures, including Czech literature and the work of Jakub Deml. In Deml’s texts, too, the 
double gesture of self-analysis and self-construction can be recognized. By modifying his own 
identity, mainly through the inclusion of other people within it, Deml attempts to create an 
impression of omnipresence. To accomplish this, represents the basis for influencing reality. 
In the same vein, Henri Michaux establishes the exploration of his own self as the exclusive 
focus of his life. For him, too, it is crucial that the practical approach to a linguistic creation, 
an approach that consists in using language as a tool for either gaining self-knowledge or for 
hiding one’s self, be developed into one of the tools for survival. This link, established 
between self-creation, and the emphasis, put on a practical approach to any linguistic creation 
as a tool serving the purposes of life, have the capacity to capture human identity as 
something derived from situational circumstances at any given moment. As a result, human 
beings perceive their own identity as something fragmentary and discontinuous.


