
Abstract 

Background: Injection drug use is a popular and concurrently a very hazardous manner 

of application. In the Czech Republic there are approximately 45 thousand of problem drug users 

from which 43 thousand are injection users (Mravčík et al., 2014). There are known and mostly 

in detail described addictive substances which are mostly preferred by these users and it is also 

described how these substances work in human organism. However, it is a question how they 

affect the particular behaviour of the user within the injection application. In 2013 in the Czech 

Republic there were distributed 6,2 million syringes (Mravčík et al., 2014).  

Aim: The main goal was to ascertain the frequency of the injection application of drugs in case of 

the problem users and to estimate the general (annual) consumption of the injection material 

(according to the prevalence estimate for the given area) depending on the typology of the users 

(type of used drugs, pattern of usage).  

Sample: The research bracket was formed by 117 respondents form Prague field programme and 

low-threshold contact centre. 

Methods: The chosen method of the data collection was the questionnaire which was developed 

for the purpose of the thesis and which was realized with the administration of the researcher. 

Data were processed by descriptive statistics and consumption calculated using the arithmetic in 

MS Excel. 

Results: The total annual consumption of the injection material among users of chosen addictive 

substances (methamphetamine, heroin and Subutex) in Prague is 15 million syringes. For the 

whole Czech republic the consumption would constitute 44 million syringes, these numbers form 

14 % (more precisely 17 %) of the distribution mentioned in The Annual Report on the state of 

the drugs problem for the year 2013 (6,2 million). The injection users in Prague don´t share their 

syringes in greater extent. During the last week 14 people (12 %) admit the sharing; the most 

common frequency of this sharing was once a week. The methamphetamine users use the drug 

in the wide dispersion (1 – 15 times a day), their using is less regular and the pauses occur more 

often (days during which the user doesn´t use any drug). The users of opiate (heroin, Subutex) 

are more permanent in the manner of application; their usage seems to be more regular and 

fewer pauses occur within one week.  

Resume: The intention and the goals of the thesis were filled. The real consumption of the 

syringes was calculated as very high in comparison with the distribution. Relatively encouraging 

is the information that the drug users don´t very often share their syringes but they don´t avoid 

the repetitive usage of their own syringe. The typology of drug users was not completely formed, 

because the usage has proved to be a very individual question into which a lot of variables enter. 

These variables affect the whole usage and consumption of the syringes.  
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