
1 

 

Veronika Kucrová: Proměna kulturní krajiny v zázemí hlavního města: Dolnobřežansko v 16. – 19. století 

 

Abstract 
 

Transformation of the cultural landscape in the vicinity of the capital 

city: Dolnobřežansko in 16th–19th century 

 

 This study is dealing with the development of cultural landscape in the Dolní 

Břežany Estate in the early modern times, specifically from late 16th century to the 

middle of 19th century. The focal points of the study are three important elements: the 

development of the built-up areas of the selected villages, the monitoring of the 

transformation of the landscape out of the built-up and uninhabited areas (forests in 

particular), and finally the detection of agricultural and other objects in the landscape 

– the reason of their origin, use and potential downfall. 

 The Dolní Břežany Estate is located 16 km south of Prague, it was established 

gradually starting in 14th century but its biggest growth was during the beginning of 

17th century. Minor aristocratic owners were replaced by influential representatives 

of the Czech state (the Želínský family of Sebuzín, Michna of Vacínov) until the 

Prague Archbishopric became the new owner in 1713. 

 Thanks to that, most historical written sources come from the Prague 

Archbishopric Archive, alternatively from the manor farm estate archive. Using the 

homestead identification method, which includes the following of the legal 

continuity of individual homesteads, proved to be the most important and most time 

consuming task. The finding appears to be the identification of the time of the origin 

of individual settlements and subsequently the time of the origin of individual 

village parts. The main sources of the study are land registers, those from Dolní 

Břežany Estate coming from 16th century, cadastres and potentially account books. 

 To a smaller extent, the land registers have also been found useful for 

analysing the landscape outside the villages. More information can, however, be 

found in descriptions of the estate, account books, descriptions of the boundary line 

and cartographic sources. The most important elements for the research were 

indication sketches of regular registers dated 1841 and the so-called first military 

mapping from 1760. Marginally we could use various maps and plans of the manor 
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farm estates as well as mining maps of gold mines near Jílové. Using local names 

hidden in cadastres and in registers from the second half of 20th century turned out to 

be a very rich source in all phases of the study. 

An integral part of working on a cultural landscape study is a field research, which 

included not only looking for small sacral relics and interpreting their particular 

location, but also covering the course of old paths and surface research of assumed 

vanished villages. 

 The findings of the research of a particular estate did not bring any surprising 

conclusions. However, they should help understand the origin and development of 

the settlements and use of their agricultural environment. In view of the fact that the 

origin of the villages on the territory of the estate was diverse, there was another 

dissimilar development, which became apparent. In systematically established 

villages, the houses were later built in separate areas outside the village square 

whereas naturally established villages could provide enough space for new houses to 

be built on generously spaced village squares.  

 A detailed analysis of deserted medieval fields revealed that in two villages 

there was a partially preserved regular distribution of deserted medieval fields 

connected with the position of individual homesteads in a locality as usual in 

northern Europe. Another partial finding is a discovery that even though a big part 

of the estate land is covered with forests, timber was not an article of commerce. Thin 

forest was used as a pasture and the timber was mostly used locally. It was not 

possible to identify the date of origin of each small sacral relic; it was very dependent 

on how intact the relic was or on photographic documentation. 

 A wide topic of cultural landscape development in early modern times opens 

up new questions about possibilities to study it. 

 

 

 


