Abstract

The dissertation discusses topics in environmental criminology, which is
concerned with crime in relation to the environment where it occurs. The
environmental approach is based upon a premise that occurrence of crime in space is
neither random nor uniform. On the contrary, various types and forms of criminal
activity tend to concentrate in certain places during certain times. Environmental
characteristics play an important role in behaviour of individuals, hence it is possible
to analyse them as one of the most important determinants of criminal behaviour. The
aim of the thesis is to comprehensively introduce to the Czech and Slovak legal and
criminological scholarship historical background, development and the main
contemporary theoretical approaches in environmental criminology, as well as their
implications and utilization in crime analysis and crime prevention. The theoretical
part discusses in detail rational choice perspective, routine activity approach and
crime pattern theory as an environmental meta-theory. The analytical part introduces
the basics of the methods of crime mapping and geographical profiling. It also
demonstrates how statistical and mapping techniques can be utilized in practice, using
a set of police data concerning thefts from motor vehicles in Prague during the first
quarter of 2014. The third part presents practical implications of environmental
criminology theories in crime control and crime prevention in the fields of
environmental design and urban planning, situational crime prevention and problem

oriented policing.



