
The  principle  of  freedom  of  conscience  is  supporting  and  typical  principle  for  the 

Czechoslovak Hussite Church as can be seen already from the age before creation the new Church. 

We can find the mention in the articles in reform-modernist magazine The right of the nation by 

Alois Spisar or even in Farský´s writing The Czech Church problem, which calls for freedom of 

conscience. Czechoslovak Church consciously follows the Master John Hus with its conception of 

freedom  of  conscience.  According  to  Farský,  freedom  of  conscienceis  the  only  dogma  of 

Czechoslovak Church, right in the sense of Hus. We can talk about following on Hus in case of 

freedom of conscience in sense of the freedom to full intrinsic binding to the law of God,Christ's 

law, as it is written by Hus, or to the spirit of Christ as it is used in Czechoslovak Church. The spirit 

of Christ is a requirement, which God claims to us through Jesus Christ and which is not in the 

litera of Scripture, it is somehow hidden behind it. 

While separation from Rome and establishment of Czechoslovak Church, the freedom of 

conscience was declared in Proclamation to Czechoslovak nation as a fundamental principle of a 

new Church, specifically in the sense of freedom of religious belief. The struggle for freedom of 

conscience culminated in the early Church within the ideological dispute known as the Orthodox 

crisis. In order to get the episcopal ordination of apostolic succession acted Czechoslovak Church 

with  the  Orthodox  Church  of  Serbia.  It  led  to  considerable  problems  regarding  freedom  of 

conscience in the role of a corrective against dogma. Freedom of conscience was usually applied as 

a corrective against immutable dogmas. But even in this area, the exceptions were discovered as an 

attempt to free oneself from the Catholic dogmas and adopt the Orthodox one. There are many 

documents proving this internal struggle and operating with the concept of freedom of conscience 

with  the  legal  precision  in  one  sense  or  another,  to  assert  interests  of  this  or  another  side. 

Nonetheless freedom of conscience was the main point of this ideological struggle. Perhaps more 

than ever was during this period, shown, how wide spectrum of religious views in the Czechoslovak 

Church exist and that is capable auspices of the rights of freedom of conscience. As is seen in the 

understanding to the concept of freedom of conscience was not unity at all.

The crisis ended triumphantly for the progressive wing. It resulted in enforcement of a free 

orientation of young Church both to the conclusions of the seven ecumenical councils, and to the 

full  inspiration of Scripture.  Czechoslovak Church won its  orientation as liberal  Church, which 

regards to the freedom of the individual. It asks the intrinsic binding to the spirit of Christ, through 

which we encounter God. It contrasts with the mindless binding to external authority, which does 

not meet with internal ultimate acceptance. It is also the freedom from all contradictions with the 

spirit  of  Christ.  Freedom of  conscience  and spirit  of  Christ  are  two sides  of  the  same coin  in 



Czechoslovak Hussite Church and they can not be divided or separately understood. Freedom of 

conscience for full binding effect to the norm spirit of Christ and against all discrepancies is the 

principle on which stands and falls the requirement of a special Church next to the Catholic and 

Protestant ones. It is crucial heritage that we inherited from the generation of the founding fathers, 

and it is our duty to to cherish and protect it with love. 


