This work traces how the research dealing with the influence of war on the suicide rate
have changed since Durkheim’s time up to recent days. Durheim maintained that during
wartime the suicide rates tend to be lower than in more peaceful times and that this is due
to higher political integration of the society produced by wars. This idea has been studied
by various sociologists in order to confirm or refuse this idea on the basis of individuallevel
data research on suicide in different countries at different times. Some studies have

found support for the idea, while other have not. Investigating these studies - their results
as well as their methodology - brings up valuable information about the crucial points of
conducting a research of this domain.
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