
Opponent’s Report on B.A. thesis by 
 
Ms. Tereza Pospišilová 
 
FAITH AND THE SEARCH FOR IDENTITY IN THE WORKS OF J.D. SALINGER 
 
 In her thesis Ms. Pospišilová’s delineates one longstanding general theme 
of artistic creation, ‘the search for identity’ as well as the notion of ‘faith’ in the 
textual output of the American writer, J.D. Salinger. 
 

The thesis contains viii + forty-six pages across six units of composition, 
which includes an Introduction, three chapters in the body of the text, a 
Conclusion and a Bibliography.  The chapter titles for the body of the thesis 
include the following: “2 Character Sketch 3 Religion, Zen and Secular Faith and 4 
Salinger’s Characters and Their Search for Identity”. All in all, the thesis is well 
structured and organized and clear in its exposition. Stylistically, the thesis is  
well written, although there is the odd error, e.g., this phrase has a word missing 
“with a similar himself” (15), “coveys” (23) should be “conveys”, here the ‘it’ 
should be expunged at the end of a substantial sentence that closes with, 
“criticizing it” (30). 
 
 The textual study engages above all the characters of Holden Caulfield, 
Franny Glass, Seymour Glass, and Teddy McArdle who populate Salinger’s 
writing, and articulates the various ways in which these subject agents in their 
self-mediation attempt to live in and negotiate a world of pretense, phoniness 
and power. All in all, the discussion is unusually rich and fertile of insight.  
 
 Topic areas such as a lack of good “adult role models” (30), the vulgar and 
destructive values of a corrupted and superficial post war American world as 
reflected upon in Salinger’s artistic universe, the notional possibility of 
composing an effective existence as “a deeper spiritual path” (36), of the lack of 
receipt of trustworthy guidance and support, of the problem of one’s relation to 
capital compared with that of others, i.e., “of financial differences between 
people” (18), of the concept of bad taste, of struggles against inauthenticity, of 
notions such as misconduct and of a problematic faith in mimesis with regard to 
one’s others with special reference to one’s siblings and much more percuss this 
uncommonly good thesis on key issues in the post war American universe as 
reflected upon in the aesthetic universe of its literature including in the 
important compositional work of Salinger.  
  
 First Question: can the candidate please point up some deficiencies or 
shortcomings in Salinger’s considerable feat of achievement? The thesis lauds 
the prose work in its interrogation of identity and faith to excellent effect, but 
there is a general lack of a sense of any possible complicity with big finance, with 
the spectacle society, or with other problematic basic coordinates of power in 
post war American culture. Perhaps generally speaking the work is genuinely 
complicity and error free, but the question remains an important one to note and 
to register. Second question: according to Salinger’s aesthetic universe in what 
should or in what may one have faith? 
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In light of the foregoing mentions, I hereby recommend the pre thesis 
defense mark of 1 (výborně) for this high quality thesis work. Thank you for this 
unusually good read. 
 
 
 
Erik S. Roraback, D.Phil. (Oxon.) 
15 June 2015 
 
 
 
 
 


