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General Remarks: 

This thesis is generally well written and conforms to the requirements of academic writing, the 

text being largely devoid of any serious issues. I note only minor and occasional spelling and 

formatting issues but nothing which markedly detracts from the impression or appearance of the 

work. 

The structure of the thesis is one of its obvious strengths, serving to allow the student to marshal 

a variety of technical sources in a clear and simple manner and avoid obfuscation or boredom 

sometimes attendant on legal issues and arguments. At all times this paper remains engaging, 

informative and very readable. 

I find the analysis of the development and status of woman’s property rights in the specified time 

period to be a very useful addition to studies on the topic and the use of both technical and 

literary paradigms is fascinating. 

As the principle focus is the legal status of women and the implications of marital status it is a 

question( answered possibly on the basis of length of the paper) why the thesis finishes its 

considerations before the 20
th

 C when women final obtain full suffrage and augmented property 

agency and legal rights. 

There are sometimes texts listed as primary references which are technically secondary sources   

( web pages such as books.google.cz/books/about) and conversely, texts which are relied upon so 

regularly and heavily as to be de facto primary sources i.e. Stone.  

The paper features some curious claims which remain somewhat gnomic: “Non-fiction can offer 

a more objective and wholesome view on the facts of everyday life….reliable "The claim seems 

to therefore be that Essays and Pamphlets are instruments of ideology/political policy and that 

they, due to their propagandist freight are unreliable- are we seriously to argue that fiction is any 

different? It seems an indefensible claim that literature is apolitical and devoid of ideological. 

Overall  I find this a balanced and thorough work which has identified and investigated an 

interesting and valid topic with high degree of assiduousness and robust scholarship.  

There is very little to complain about and both student and supervisor are to be 

commended. 

 

        

 

 



3 
 

Recommendation: 

 

I find this thesis to be of substantial merit and recommend it for a pass at a grade of Very 

Good(2) to Excellent(1). 

 

 

 

 

Colin S Clark MA 

  


