
Abstract 

This thesis deals with the origins of the modern prison system in czech lands at the first third 

of the 19th century. At first, the theoretical part of the thesis presents the opinions of the 

authors of existing literature. Afterthen it concentrates at the most famous reformers of 

criminal law and prison system. In the end  it describes the criminal justice system and prison 

in Habsburg Monarchy. Practical part of the thesis is divided into three parts – punishment, 

prison and prisoner. The first part deals with the concept of the punishment and its purpose. It 

presents and analyzes crimes and punishments. The second part is focused on the prison and 

its functions. Was the purpose of the prison to punish or also to correct the prisoner? Which 

instruments served to correction of the prisoner? The thesis also compares the functioning of 

the prison and the other institution of detention - the workhouse. The last part is searching for 

the answers on this questions: How should the prison act on the prisoner´s soul and body? 

What part did the punishments play within the prison and how should they be realized?  The 

aim of the thesis is to try to capture, how did the new concepts of imprisonment show in the 

praxis of prison and how they act on organization of prison.  
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