Abstract

This diploma thesis deals with so called "transfer movement" in Mélnik in 1921.
The term "transfer movement" refers to a strong campaign which tried to persuade
people to leave the Roman Catholic Church before the census of February 1921 in
or der to the emancipation of our nation from the Church would have been expressed.
The general principle of the movement was that the Rome had always been our enemy,
that the reformation is the very essence of our national identity and that the Catholic

Church had been an ally of the Habsburg dynasty.

The thesis tries to explore the role of the leading groups of the "transfer movement"
(especially Czechoslovak Church, Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren and
Freethought) and of the press in Mélnik as well as the reaction of the local catholic
clergy. The core of the work is based mainly on primary sources (both archive and

published).

It was found that the transfer movement was rather successful. No violent clashes
were reported. The local press played an important role and supported the transfer

movement.
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