
This diploma thesis deals with specificity in interrogation of children during the legal 

proceedings. This topic is not interesting just from the legal and criminalistic point of view, 

but also from the view of investigative practice.  

The aim of this work is to map in detail situation that deals with repeated examination 

of children under the age of fifteen in position of victim or witness. I mainly focused on child 

victim of sexual abuse, because child is the most vulnerable and it is essential to conduct the 

examination as sensitively as possible. However, the person who conducts the examination 

needs to get necessary information, because during these criminal acts child is often the only 

one who can provide testimony.  

The first chapter deals with legislation of children as witnesses. In the first part of the 

chapter I define the term child according to various legal sources. Secondly I deal with the 

legal point of view dealing with the topic of interrogation of child as a witness which is 

according to the Criminal Procedure Code. I evaluate it, suggest and justify possible 

modifications.  

The second chapter deals with issues related to the topic of interrogation of children 

mainly from the criminalistic and psychological point of view. I also describe development of 

children´s psyche and its differences which is essential to know for conducting a good 

interrogation. I also deal with the issue of making contact between interrogating person and 

child and their communication during the interrogation. These specifics are closely related 

with wording of questions given to the child.  

The next chapter focuses on characterization of child that became victim of sexual 

abuse. I describe forms of sexual abuse, how they are classified and their influence on child´s 

psyche. In this part I also mention legal regulations for particularly vulnerable victims which 

are included in the Victim of Crime Act.  

The fourth chapter deals with issues of repetition of interrogation of children. I mainly 

focus on repetition conducted on judicial proceeding. The last part of this chapter deals with 

the practice of courts in South Bohemia, which relates to sexually abused children. I 

subsequently compare these practical findings with the theory mentioned in the previous parts 

of my work. 


