ABSTRACT

This thesis is concerned with the topic of research evaluation by bibliometric methods at
European level. European level is defined in two perspectives: first as a set of countries grouped
in EU (and its historic predecessors), second the Framework Programmes were appointed as a
representative of pan-European research. It is investigated how bibliometric methods are used
in a research development and evaluation on both political and academic level. The thesis maps
the history of use of bibliometric methods and indicators in great detail and it analyzes the aim
and impact of such use. The rationale of use of those methods as well as the enablers such as
availability of data are investigated. An experiment of constructing and analyzing the set of
relevant data is pursued to assess the relevancy and feasibility of such analysis. Based on the
findings the thesis summarizes the options and opportunities of bibliometrics as a method for
formation and evaluation of European research.



