Abstract

The Comparison of the U.S. Security Policy Measures in Relation to the DPRK's Nuclear
Program Adopted by the Administrations of Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama
monitors the responses of Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama and their
Administrations to the North Korean nuclear tests carried out in 2006, 2009 and 2013. It seeks
to identify similarities and differences between these Administrations and prove the thesis that
the steps taken by the United States under Barack Obama were in effect just as inefficient as
those taken by his predecessor. The paper concentrates on the time period beginning with the
situation before the first North Korea‘s nuclear test until the autumn 2014. The methodology
includes a qualitative approach and comparison. The reactions are divided into several groups:
rhetoric, strategic documents, legislation, economic aspects etc. In conclusion it notes that
while the attitude of both Presidents and their Administrations was in certain aspects similar,
number of factors that distinguish them might be indentified as well. Barack Obama focused
more on the region of Asia. His attitude towards the DPRK appeared to be more balanced but

it still did not lead to the coveted breakthrough in the negotiations.



