
The master thesis „Germany's European policy in the Western Balkans on the example of 

Croatia's accession to the EU“ deals with the role of the Federal Republic of Germany in the 

Europeanisation of the countries of the Western Balkans in order to achieve stability in the 

region and peaceful resolution of the conflicts. Germany’s main objectives in its European 

Policy in the Western Balkans have been to restore democracy, liberal economic market, rule 

of law, resolution of the refugee problem, protection of minorities, protection of the human 

rights and regional cooperation. The stabilisation of the Western Balkan should be achieved by 

its integration with the West: EU and NATO. Germany is intensively present in the Western 

Balkans since the breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Through its active involvement in the 

crisis of Kosovo, Germany strengthened its leadership role and responsibility within the EU. 

At the same time it also strengthened its position in the Western Balkans by its political, 

economic and humanitarian engagement. The focus will be on the description and interpretation 

of the motives of Germany’s involvement in the integration of the Western Balkan in the EU. 

The aim of the thesis is to interpret the steps Germany took as a strong advocate of the EU-

accession by the example of Croatia’s accession to the EU and to prove, whether Germany’s 

support was exceptional or a logical continuation of Germany’s European enlargement policy. 

 


