
Abstract 

 

The phenomenon of strategic culture and its influence on the state behaviour has 

penetrated the theories of international relations only recently. The same stands for 

unmanned aerial vehicles. The aim of this thesis is to examine how does the United 

States deploy their UAVs to fight Al-Qaeda in its save heavens located in Pakistan, 

Yemen and Somalia. To be specific my intention is to determine what does in this sense 

the behavior of Obama’s administration mean in the context of the U.S. strategic 

culture. The main research tools utilized in this thesis are discourse analysis and Colin 

Gray’s model of strategic culture. In the public discourse consisting of speeches and 

comments made by political and military representatives I have identified all the four 

strategic culture variables set out in the theoretical part of the work. Moreover, the 

public discourse around drone deployment contains several intriguing metaphors and 

symbols. Furthermore, the contribution of this work is that it deals with the issue of 

UAV deployment within the scope of strategic culture. 
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