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Theme of Bachelor work: Communism — a utopia?
Reader Dr. Ostdiek

Though ‘Communism’ no longer dominates the political ideology in Central and Eastern
Europe and despite the horrific, even criminal behavior of many of its practitioners, it
maintains an attraction as an ideal. Thus communism plays a role in the utopian
imagination of multitudes of persons here and throughout the world; by this it maintains
social and political consequence. Javurkova’s work detailing utopian communism is
welcome. She writes a narrative on the history, theory and practice of communism, which
she uses to construct a critique of utopian thought, theory and practice. Her writing style
is that of a ‘popular’ history — it is a highly readable work, and she breezes through
centuries keeping the reader’s focus on the central themes. Her research is solid, her
references well cited, her history valid, and her extrapolations relevant.

The strength of this work lies in, as the author puts it, its “mutually heterogeneous parts.”
Javurkova weaves together a diverse history into a singular discussion of communism —
not as an economic or political system, but a utopian ideal: an imaginative cohort (i.e., a
series of mutual referencing by a series of imagined communities), and an aspirational
ethic (e.g., “society consisting of individuals who abandon the fulfillment of their selfish
needs in favor of society-wide delight”). Her intertwining of the vocational aspects of
utopianism (my word, not hers — but it does encapsulate her argument) with the volitional
to underpin her argument that a) ‘communism’ need not be ‘no-place’ and b) the
voluntary submission of individual goals to community well-being is not merely Utopian.

Javurkova defines her terms and details the history of the ideas behind their conception
with skill, but tends to shy away from the consequence of it all; and herein lays the
weakest part of this bachelor work. The author holds her speculation too tightly and
thereby limits the range of her extrapolation. I would like to see her make more use of her
entirely competent abductions. Another weakness of this work lies in the limits of the
author’s study: for example, her conclusion treats communism more as a religion (e.g., T.
O. Ling, et. al.) and basically paraphrases John Locke’s approach to the separation of
state and religion (The Letters of Toleration) — without reference to the existent
scholarship on these subjects. I expect the author to continue to increase her knowledge
base and skill in the construction of academic argumentation as she continues her career.
As a bachelor work Communism — a utopia? exceeds expectations.

In sum: Excellent

Gerald Ostdiek
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Ackoli "komunismus" a jiz dominuje politické ideologie ve stfedni a vychodni Evropé, a
to 1 pfes straSné, a to i kriminélni chovani mnoho z jeho praktikd, to udrzuje pfitazlivost
jako ideal. Tak komunismus hraje roli v utopické piedstavivosti zastupy osob zde a po
celém svéte; tim, ze udrzuje socialni a politické dusledky. Javirkova prace podrobné
utopicky komunismus je vitan. PiSe vypravéni o historii, teorii a praxi komunismu, ktery
se pouziva k vystavbé kritiku utopického mysleni, teorie a praxe. Jeji styl psani je, Ze z
"popularni" historie - to je vysoce Citelny prace, a ona vanek po staleti chov zaméteni
Ctenafe na uUstfednich témat. Jeji vyzkum je pevna, jeji reference dobie citované, jeji
historie platny, a jeji extrapolace relevantni.

Sila této prace spociva v, jak autor fikd, jeho Javiirkova spfadd dohromady pestrou
historii do pozoruhodného diskuse komunismu - nikoli jako ekonomicky nebo politicky
systém, ale utopické idedlni "vzajemné heterogennich ¢asti.": Imaginativni kohortu (tj
fada vzajemného odkazovani sérii predstavit komunit), a zamér etika (napf, "spole¢nost
se sklada z jednotlivci, ktefi opustit plnéni svych sobeckych potieb ve prospéch
celospolecenského potéseni"). Jeji propleteni z odbornych aspektti utopie (mé slovo, ne
jeji - ale to zapouzdfit jeji tvrzeni), se volni na podporu svého tvrzeni, Ze a)
"komunismus", nemusi byt "ne-misto" a b) dobrovolné ptredkladani Jednotlivé cile ke
komunité pohoda neni pouze utopicky.

Javirkova definuje jeji podminky a podrobnosti historii myslenek jejich koncepce s
dovednosti, ale ma tendenci vyhybat v disledku toho vseho; a zde klade nejslabsi ¢ast
této bakalarské prace. Autor drzi jeji spekulace pfilis té€sné, a tim omezuje rozsah jeji
extrapolace. Ja bych si ptal, aby ji vice vyuzivat jejich uplné ptislusnych unost. Dalsi
slabinou této prace spociva v mezich studie autora: napiiklad, jeji zavér zachazi
komunismus vice jako naboZenstvi a zdsad¢ parafrazuje ptistup John Locke k oddéleni
statu a ndbozenstvi ((napfiklad k Ling, et al.). Dopisy sndseni) - bez odkazu na
neexistujici stipendium na téchto predmétech. Ocekdvam, ze autor nadéale zvySovat jeji
znalostni zakladny a dovednosti v konstrukci akademické argumentace, jak pokracuje jeji
kariéru. Jako bakalatské prace komunismu - utopie? piekracuje ocekavani.

V souctu: Vyborne

Gerald Ostdiek



