
Abstract
The objective of the master thesis is to evaluate the factors that have influenced the operational
capability of al-Qaeda. In order to determine current operational capacity of al-Qaeda, the analysis is
divided into three time periods and on the basis of external and internal factors affecting the changes in
the structure and thus the functioning of the group, then the network, we have achieved results that we
can consider as a basis for assessment of its ability to act today. Analysis of the structure of the al-Qaeda
by network analysis based on the theory derived from the article of Ronald Diebert and Janice Stein
entitled "Hacking Networks of Terror" is in the thesis considered to be a basis for understanding of the
functioning of the network structure as well as its impact on the internal functioning of the network
compared with hierarchically organized structure characteristic for the period before the terrorist attacks
of 11 September 2001. The other two periods analyzed in the work are: the period after the invasions of
Afghanistan and Iraq, their impacts and the third period is the period after 2011, when bin Laden, leader
of al-Qaeda was killed, the revolutions of Arab Spring took place and the long-term impact of the war on
terror will be included in the analysis as well. Analysis of internal and external factors contribute to the
outcomes, which will be evaluated as al-Qaeda's ability to act today.
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