
Abstract 

Bachelor thesis "A. Pinochet Dictatorship - rise to power and the end of his career" focuses 

on the coup in 1973 and the establishment of democratic regime, as well as its downfall and 

subsequent democratization process with emphasis on the role that General Augusto Pinochet 

played this period of Chilean history. With respect to the main objective of this work, that is 

to introduce the method and conditions which onset Pinochet to power and his influence on 

foreign and domestic policy, major part of the work is focused primarily on the conditions and 

the course of a military coup, internal and external policies, the constitution of 1980 and the 

subsequent plebiscite in 1988, which caused Pinochet´s downfall. Following part is dedicated 

to the role of the opposition, the description of campaigns for the plebiscite and developments 

during the period of democratization, when Pinochet gradually withdraws from the political 

sphere. The first part deals with the Chilean political system before the onset of dictatorship, 

including a description of the Allende´s government, whose problems caused the military 

coup and the formal incorporation of Pinochet´s regime, according to political scientist Juan 

Linz. Further the regime itself is specified, especially the economic and foreign policy of the 

regime. The next part is devoted to the role of the opposition, which is followed by a 

description of the political decline, including a description of the new constitution and the 

results of the plebiscite in 1988. The last part describes the gradual democratization, while the 

work focuses mainly on the elections in 1989, the government of Patricio Aylwin and trial 

with Pinochet. 

 


