
Abstract:

The diploma thesis focuses on great power politics at the dawn of the twenty-first century. The 

studied phenomenon is viewed through the lens of defensive, offensive a neoclassical realist 

perspective. The key goal of the thesis is to determine, whether contemporary streams of the 

realist international relations tradition can provide plausible explanation of great powers 

relations. The research is also embedded in the fourth great debate, which entered the 

international relations discipline during the course of 80’s, and as such it tries to reflect 

current ontological and epistemological debate. Research results then show that realism is 

still a valid scientific discourse. On the other hand, neoclassical realism’s research agenda, 

as is shown, takes over other theoretical perspectives features.


