
Abstract 

New psychoactive substances (NPS) are phenomena of growing diversity and 

relevance in recent times. Drug producers are trying to chemically modify classical drugs to 

avoid criminal prosecution, and are innovating their distribution strategies by selling over the 

internet. However, little is known about the toxicity and other properties of these substances, 

and therefore their potential to cause serious health problems remains to be properly 

investigated.  

The theoretical section is concerned with the description of different types of NPS, 

information regarding drugs and the internet and drug policy, followed by a summarization of 

the current situations in both, the Czech republic and Australia. In the practical section 

information about drug policy are compared, online marketting is discussed, as are seizures, 

prevalence systems, prevalence of problem regarding recreational drug users and the general 

population. The last table summarizes and compares NPS definitions and selected questions 

from I-TREND and EDRS questionnaires. The drug policy in Australia differs throughout its 

territories, while in the Czech republic, the drug policy is united. Australia applies analogue 

laws and an individual list of restricted compounds. This list is being used in the Czech 

republic as well. 

The main goal of this thesis is to investigate the availability of NPS on the internet. In 

the Czech republic NPS are usually searched by users on a surface web, while in Australia 

users use darknet. In Australia, the internet is not the first choice for users: They generally 

prefer their friends or dealers for drug purchase. In general, the use of new psychoactive 

substances is higher in Australia than in the Czech republic, which was the case found for 

problem and recreational drug users, and the general public. An interesting finding, regarding 

the officially published information about NPS, was that the Czech annual drug reports are 

not detailed enough, and therefore drug users do not have a reliable source of information. 

The main conclusion of this thesis is that it would be a great advantage if all countries 

would share all information regarding drugs to each other for the timely execution of possible 

measures. 
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