
Abstract 

The aim of the master thesis is to evaluate the European Union's position in the field of global 

energy policy. The thesis adopts a concept of actorness which is then applied to the case of the 

Nabucco pipeline project. The concept aspires to respond to an unclear status of the EU as an entity 

of its own kind in an international system of states. The study is based on a Brattberg´s and 

Rhinard´s approach to actorness which specifies a number of variables. Their analytical framework 

allows us to assess the extent of EU actorness – the ability to act as an international actor. The 

particular variable that this thesis focuses on is vertical consistency. Vertical consistency in the 

academic sphere is regarded as a significant factor of actorness. It is also often considered as an 

insufficient element of an integrated approach of the EU - internal unity is inevitable for more 

effective joint policy. Energy policy of several Member States is examined in contrast with the EU 

energy policy as a whole. Own analytical framework is established due to the lack of information 

on vertical consistency in the literature. It consists of four variables: competence of the EU in 

energy, financial policy, verbal and bilateral political relations of Member states with third parties. 

The results of the investigation indicate that the vertical consistency between the EU and Member 

States in this case did not reach the required level. It was difficult for the EU to increase its weight 

in international affairs and to promote its interests. Member States which agreed with the project 

demonstrated greater consistency as those who rejected it. The factor of bilateral political relations 

with third parties turned out to be very essential as the alignment of Member states and their 

identification with the direction of the EU depends to a great extent on it. Vertical consistency 

proved to be significant for actorness of the EU. The internal unity of the EU is needed to increase 

its weight in international politics. 

 

 

 


