
Abstract  
 
 The present MA thesis focuses on the development of the archetype of the 

Southern Belle in the selected works of American fiction, namely John Pendleton 

Kennedy’s Swallow Barn, William Faulkner’s Sanctuary and Margaret Mitchell’s 

Gone with the Wind. The main task is to explore how the archetype of the Southern 

Belle was constructed and (if) transgressed at different times in the American literary 

tradition from the period of antebellum South to the era of the Southern Renaissance. 

Since the archetype of the Southern Belle is connected with the white upper class 

society it will be also discussed in this respect. By comparing texts from different 

historical periods I want to compare the different nature of cultural and social 

conditions that contributed and informed the meaning and the function of the 

Southern Belle. Moreover, by selecting Southern woman writer and Southern male 

writers respectively I want to compare female and male perspective on the literary 

representation of the Southern Belle.   

The first chapter briefly addresses the development of the American South as a region 

with a distinct social structure and cultural values and attempts to position the figure 

of the Southern Belle within that socio-historical context. Chapters three, four and 

five introduce and analyze the archetype of the Southern Belle in the selected works 

in the chronological order from the period of the antebellum South to the period of the 

Southern Renaissance. Each of these three chapters is divided into two parts: the first 

part deals with the socio-historical context that informed the archetype of the 

Southern Belle and the second part of the chapter consists of the close analysis of this 

archetype in the selected text. The final chapter provides the interpretations of the 

Southern Belle by using feminist and gender theories of Simone de Beauvoir and 

Judith Butler as well as short comparative and final analysis of the Southern Belle’s 

evolution based on the previous chapters.    

 


