
                                                                   Review Jana  Čáslavská 

 

Title: American Missionaries and Their Impact on Teaching  English in the Czech Republic 

Author: Jana Čáslavská 

 

Jana Čáslavská´s  Bachelor Thesis is about  Christian Missionaries teaching English in the Czech 

Republic.  As she states in the introduction, her motivation for writing the thesis is based on her 

positive experience with the Christian missionary community. She states in the introduction that the 

objective is to explain that this is one of many ways to teach English in a foreign country. She states 

that one of their methods is to create interpersonal relationships with the students along with 

methods which  will  be legitimized in the  work. 

The theoretical part presents the history, organization and principles of this missionary work and 

how their methods of English education has had an impact on the local society. She uses as her 

sources, interviews with missionary workers, an overview of the topic and examples of individual 

teaching methods.  Her practical part is a survey and shows the level of postive influence the 

American missionaries have had on their students regarding the quality of teaching through the 

students´ feedback about their lessons. She also provides diagrams  as evidence of her research to 

emphasize the transparency of the research along with commentary on the diagrams. 

She begins the theoretical part with a discussion of the American Protestant  Missions and ESL.  In 

this section she defines missionary work and compares the traditional work vs. the modern style of 

missionary work. The modern missionary work includes teaching.   She also discusses how locations 

for the missionary work is chosen. The next section is concerns the historical development of the 

Protestant Missionary Movement focusing on the age of Enlightment in connection with  religious 

reformation and a change of thinking. 

  In the next section section she explains the formation of the missionary societies focusing 

specifically on the beginning of the 19th century where the teaching of the gospel would go hand in 

hand with the humanitarian movement. The next section continues her discussion of the 19th 

century which she titles ‚“ The Century of Missionaries.“ Here she explains that missionaries sought 

out those with a university education to give thein missions respect and legitimacy. The next section 

focuses on the 20th century including the World Missionary Conference in 1910 where they 

discussed improving missionary methods. 

The next section is focused specifically on the American Protestant Missionaries which is the main 

focus of her bachelor thesis. It should be noted at this point that the purpose of the theoretical part 

is to give an overview of the topic. Through  these early sections, She leads the reader from a more 

general view to a more specific and more focused perspective eventually focusing on the main topic 

of her work.  By offering a history of the missionary work,  she establishes a structure and 

organization throughout the theoretical part beginning with these early sections so that the reader is 

never lost in random information and the sections show that they have purpose towards the aim. As 

she mentions in this section, the missionaries decided to send English teacher to these countries, 



even countries which do not normally support missionary work, to expand their influence on these 

countries.  

In the next section she discusses the activities related to English teaching. Here she specifically 

describes the English classes- the organizational structure and the supplementary yet optional Bible 

study. As she explains, the students are still educated in the lessons using modern methods not 

focused on religion and the Bible study is an option the students may or may not wish to take part in. 

Regardless, they are still taught the four basic communication skills. In the next section she describes 

the teaching methods. She states here that the teacher creates  interpersonal relationships with the 

students. As she states, she feels that the  relationship enhances the learning power of the students 

by making them more comfortable about learning new linguistic and religious information such as 

Christian holiday celebrations. 

The next few sections are a description of related activities such as a summer camp and English clubs. 

These activities are based on volunatary attendence. The English club uses non-traditional methods 

for the children such as games an theatre activties to keep them interested in learning. The next 

section the missionary organization is explained along with the hierarchy. 

As an introduction to her hypothesis, she includes a section on  conflicting questions regarding these 

missionary-teachers. The questions are based on whether the goal of their English is really to teach 

English or if it is simply to use the teaching opportunity as another method to convert students to 

christianity. 

The next section is the hypothesis. The hypothesis is based on these questions which asks, what the 

true purpose of the American protestant missionaries purpose of coming to the Czech Republic is. 

She discusses this in the practical part along with her findings. Here she comments on literature to 

suport her hypothesis and keep it as an open question along with setting parameters in relation to 

the pedagogical question of what effective teaching method are. Here she brings up a good point 

that the teachers  who teach in private language schools should be properly trained, not simply have 

being a native speaker as a primary qualification.  This concludes the theoretical part. 

The next section is the practical part of the bachelor thesis. Here it should be stated that overall the 

theoretical part provides a good overview begining with the history of the missionary work, leading 

towards the main focus on English teaching and concluding with the hypothesis and questions to be 

answered in the upcoming practical part. The organization and structure of the theoretical part has a 

clear purpose and only leaves the reader curious(in a positive way) as to how the issue will be 

discussed. 

The practical part is explored through the surveys  to determine whether the teacher  meet the 

expectations of the Czech students or not. The survey also compares the quality of the missionary 

teachers‘  teaching  as compared to  private language schools. The next section discusses the method 

she used, i.e. multiple choice questions as well as contigency questions. As she states, the questions 

are formed in a way so as not to suggest an answer. Both surveys for the two major groups being 

surveyed had similar questions so  as to make the surveys legitimate and comparable. 

The practical section also includes charts to provide a visual representation of the research and to 

insure transparency.  The next section discusses the respondents with chart 1. The two major groups 



in question were the students and the missionary teacher. Chart 2 is also sub-categorized. This initial 

information shows that the data is transparent and made clear to the reader why these groups are 

relevant to the research. It is important to establish this information up front with respect to the  

conflicting questions discussed at the end of the theortetical section.  Chart 3 shows the students 

division of their particular faiths. As may be expected in the Czech Republic, most students(40%)are 

atheist. Chart 4 shows the region why the students learn English. 40% feel the social pressure to 

learn English due to globalization. Chart 5 explains why the missionaries work as English teachers. It 

is stated as an open question so sub-categories were created. As she states, English helps the 

students to  create possible oppotunities that English could bring them. 

The comments on the the charts not only make the information more relevant to the reader, but also 

shows her personal interest in bringing the information to the reader to support her hypothesis. As 

shown by the chart, the largest group of missionaries wishes to help the students create 

opportunties for themselves. As she explains with the results, she was able to use the data to 

compare the results and correlate the data. 

In the next section she shows the students motivation for learning English and the aim of the teacher 

for teaching English. Another chart shows that almost 70% of the teacher have a pedagogical 

education thus supporting her hypothesis. Chart 11 shows that a majority of the students were not 

interested in the Bible study porion of the lessons. She also comments here that although the 

students may not be personally interested in the Bible study, they think that the teacher are  doing a 

great job and they think they are professional. Chart 13 shows that more than 40% of the students 

meet the missionaries outside of class for lunch, coffee or trips. Chart 14 shows tha 55% think that 

these classes are better than commercial classes from other language schools. Based on this  chart 

there are several advantages to the missionary classes, including reasonable fees over the 

commerical classes. Chart 15 refers to the Bible study and shows that more than 50% found the Bible 

study instructive. Chart 16 shows that the missionaries mission, shown with 60% that thein goal is to 

improve the students‘ skills. 

The next section is a discussion of the data. Briefly, through the transparent evidence shown in the 

data she has confirmed her hypothesis that the missionaries‘ teaching is a service to society based on 

the results of the survey. It also shows that the missionaries are looked upon by the students as 

respected, legitimate teacher  due to the fact that they the majority are properly trained and have a 

pedagogical education rather than just being native speakers who happen to show up in Prague and 

begin to work at a private language school. The results also showed that the students found the 

gospel portion of the lessons instructive so this also received a positive response by the students 

according to the surveys. She finishes the bachelor thesis with a summary of the information and the 

confirmation of her hypothesis, that they do contribute to society. This, as she states is one of the 

early steps in taking apart the prejudice towards these  teachers. She has also proposed further 

research and proposes a larger study to be done in which the quality of the private language school 

English lessons and the missionary  teachers‘ English lessons could be compared. She feels that if the 

results lean away from the private language schools this could be a clear signal towards the need for 

possible improvement. 

 



The work also includes a detailed index to verify to  transparancy of her research. Based on all stated 

above, ignoring my role as her supervisor, I feel that based upon a final reading of this work, she has 

fulfilled the criteria of writing this bachelor thesis, i.e. she has given a detailed and structured 

overview of the situation along with the history  of the missionary work leading up to the present 

time  and based on the fact that she has confirmed both hypotheses through her research,  I 

recommend a mark of vyborně (1) to the commission for this bachelor thesis. 

Craig Morgan M.A 

Charles University, Prague 

10th, May, 2014 

 


