
Constitutional Development in American Colonies (Summary)

This  thesis  pertains  to  constitutional  development  in  North  American  Colonies  in  the 

respective historical context. The thesis is structured chronologically, commencing with the 

early attempts of British colonization in the 16th century, and follows through the 17th century 

to the adoption of the Constitution of the United States of America in 1789. Moreover, the 

thesis also reflects the geographical aspect, focusing first at New England Colonies, then at 

Mid Atlantic colonies, and finally at Southern Colonies, proceeding in the usual way from the 

North to the South.

The beginning of the thesis (the second chapter) indicates the English colonization attempts in 

the 16th century and the Royal Patents issued by the King, which authorized their holders to 

take over and colonize new territories.The third chapter deals with the beginnings of New 

England Colonies  and the  continuous  development  of  their  central  administration  bodies, 

pointing at the content of selected significant constitutional documents of this period. In the 

fourth chapter, the thesis focuses at the constitutional development of New England Colonies 

in  the  second  half  of  the  17th  century,  which  was  completed  by the  creation  of  unified 

administration of all colonies in this area in the form of Dominion of New England. The fifth 

chapter deals with the development of Mid Atlantic Colonies and focuses at the significant 

constitutional documents of this period, e.g. the New York Charter of Liberties and Privileges, 

Penn’s  Frame of Government or Pennsylvania’s Bill of Rights. The following chapter deals 

with constitutional development of Virginia and Maryland. In the seventh chapter, the thesis 

focuses at the constitutional changes in the Southern Colonies in the time of restoration of the 

Stuart dynasty. The following chapter deals with the colonies in the 18th century, focusing at 

the  formation  of  colonial  bodies  in  the  context  of  intensifying  disputes  with  the  mother 

country; in this part, the thesis sets forth in more detail,  for instance, the Navigation Acts 

which  partly  restricted  independent  commercial  policy  of  American  Colonies.  The  ninth 

chapter deals with the events leading up to the American Revolutionary War, the activities of 

both Continental Congresses, the proclamation of Independence of all American Colonies and 

the consequent adoption of new state constitutions. The next-to-last chapter focuses at the 

constitutional system of the Confederation, as established by the Articles of Confederation, 

and the last chapter of this thesis deals with the process and influences on the preparation of 

the new Constitution of the United States on the background of the former confederation 

system.
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