The aim of this thesis is the Role of the Military in the United States Foreign Policy Process. In the
midst of the American military engagement in Iraq, Afghanistan and the escalating crisis with the
Iranian regime, arguments are often raised that the Military has acquired too much power over the U.S.
foreign policy. More than 100.000 troops on the ground and the mounting casualties in the war on
terror frequently give the outside spectators a feeling that the foreign policy is only about the
armed forces and furthermore, that the Military has a free hand in most important issues.
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