Abstract

“The US Presidential Nomination System in Its Three Dimension: Past, Present and
Future” thesis focuses on political and historical aspects of presidential candidate
selection system in the United States of America. Covering the past two and a half
centuries of historical development in the first more historical part the final paper then
continues with more political characters of the system. The first chapter is divided into
four sections describing the evolution of the selection system since the very beginning
of the US political history when the Constitution was adopted in 1780s over the
establishment of national conventions and implementing primary elections around 1900
until the modern period of reform years in 1970s. The second chapter focuses on current
selection system within the Democratic and the Republican Party while the last third
chapter, being divided into three parts, describes three key primary elections of 20" and
21 century, respectively. The Democratic primaries of 1960 and a selection of J. F.
Kennedy, the 1980 Republican primaries with Ronald Reagan as an unrivaled leader
and the Democratic primary elections of 2008 selecting Barack Obama a presidential
candidate. The last fourth chapter introduces main reform proposal that have been
suggested so far, i.e. the Delaware Plan, the American Plan, and the Rotating, Regional
Presidential Primary Plan. Besides those well-known suggestions, other proposals are
mentioned as well and in the last part my own reform proposal is described. In the
conclusion the whole development is summarized and few ideas of the future

development are provided.



