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Abstract 

Trying to overcome the traditional analytic nihilism of papers dealing with 

Czechoslovakia in 1968, which arises from the military occupation, the author puts 

the fact of freedom of speech into his work’s central interest. In a comparative study 

this work studies the different interpretations of its role and meaning, including: the 

dogmatic point of view concerning the freedom of speech being a source of 

organized counterrevolution; the effort of the reformers to include the freedom of 

speech into their reform and meanwhile to make it an instrument of it and the way it 

instead became an autonomous control of their politics; the realistic criticism 

concentrated on the manifestations of irresponsibility in the press endangering the 

reform on the one side and not being able to exit the temporary system imagination 

on the other; it equally pays attention to the ‘unnamed’, non-members of the Party, 

who process their self-establishment as an opposing political current, who however 

rest being no less than a source of interesting subversion; and finally examines the 

radical democrat approach understanding the freedom of speech as an obligatory 

condition of their politics together projecting the reconstitution of the society as an 

autonomous political subject. The work uses contemporary documents and texts as 

well as it argues historical and analytical papers elder like recent, nevertheless 

searching for inspiration for present and even future.         

 


